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Text amendment to the Special Lower Manhattan District to

allow temporary amenities and events in existing privately
owned public spaces (POPS) along Water Street

Allows for immediate programming of Water Street POPS following
Hurricane Sandy

Pilot nature allows DCP to study events, programs, and amenities
that would be compatible with these spaces and the corridor

Effective for summer, fall, and holiday seasons
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New amenities require a design change Certification

Events not expressly permitted in existing spaces

Allows for immediate programming of Water Street POPS following
Hurricane Sandy

Pilot nature allows DCP to study events, programs, and amenities
that would be compatible with these spaces and the corridor

Effective for summer, fall, and holiday seasons



o EDC selected three teams through the Water Street Events RFEI:
e The Berman Group
* Lower Manhattan Cultural Council
» Matchmaker Café
e Programming will incorporate Community Board and Council Member
feedback on promoting local businesses and organizations
o The Berman Group and ADNY are coordinating with building owners to
prepare calendar of events

o May 8: CPC Approval
» June 4: Zoning Subcommittee Hearing
° First Week of July: POPS Events Kickoff
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28" AVENUE REZONING
ULURP No. 110398 ZMQ

The New York City Council
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises
June 4,2013

prepared by Sheldon Lobel P.C.
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EXHIBIT A
PROJECT SUMMARY



PROJECT SUMMARY

The applicant, Vlacich, LLC, is seeking a zoning map amendment to rezone a portion of Block
701 (Lots 1, 3, 5,6, 8,9, 77, 78 and 108) in the Astoria neighborhood of Queens, New York (the
“Rezoning Area”) from an R3S district to an R5/C1-2 district by imposing a 150° deep C1-2
commercial overlay along the entire 28" Avenue frontage of Block 701.

The proposed rezoning, if approved, would legalize existing off-site accessory parking on Lots 3
and 9, both of which are owned by the applicant, for the applicant’s restaurant located on Lot 6,
Piccolo Venezia. Piccolo Venezia is a longstanding neighborhood establishment, family-owned
and operated since opening 38 years ago, in 1973, Tax Lot 5 is developed with a two-story
residential building, Lot 9 is developed with a two-story residential building and Lot 108 is
developed with a one-story semi-detached residence. The portions of Lots 5 and 9 not oceupied
by residential buildings have been paved for accessory parking use for Piccolo Venezia. The off-
site accessory parking is accessed from 42™ Street by a curb cut in front of Lot 9, located
approximately 125 feet from the intersection of 42™ Street and 28" Avenue, and a 6-foot high
chain link fence and a masonry wall provide a buffer for adjoining residential uses,

As noted on the original Certificate of Occupancy for Lot 6, issued in 1947, there are no on-site
accessory parking spaces required or provided. However, to prevent on-street parking by
restaurant patrons on the adjacent residential side streets, the applicant is currently providing off-
site accessory parking on Lots 5 and 9, which is not permitted within the current RS zoning
district,  Should the proposed R5/C1-2 zoning district be approved, the applicant would be
permitted to legally utilize these portions of Lot 5 and Lot 9 for off-site accessory parking,
pursuant to Section 36-43 of the Zoning Resolution.

The proposed rezoning would also better reflect existing development in the Rezoning Area and
bring the existing ground floor commercial uses along 28" Avenue into conformance. The
Rezoning Area has been zoned RS since 1961 and has never been rezoned, despite the
commercial nature of existing development. Three of the four lots that front 28" Avenue within
the Rezoning Area are developed with non-conforming ground floor retail and office uses,
including a restaurant on Lot 6, a beauty parlor, clothing store, printing shop and shoe repair
establishment on Lot 3 and tax preparation/insurance offices on Lot 1. The only existing use that
will not be made conforming under the proposed R5/C1-2 zoning district is the Use Group 9
printing shop on Lot 3, but it is still more appropriately located within a C1-2 overlay than the
existing RS5.

The proposed R5/C1-2 zoning district permits commercial and mixed-use development as well
as residential use, with a maximum commercial FAR of 1.0. In a mixed-use building, the
commercial use is limited to one or two floors, and must be located below any residential use
within the building. The C1-2 commercial overlay permits Use Groups 1-6. C1-2 districts are
intended for local retail and service businesses that serve the local area, such as beauty salons
and restaurants.

The rezoning application was certified on January 22, 2013, approved by Queens Community
Board 1| on February 19, 2013 (by a vote of 31 to 3), approved by the Queens Borough President
on March 21, 2013 and approved by the City Planning Commission on May 8, 2013,
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DOWNTOWN BRODKLYN
ARTS ALLIANCE

¢/0 Mark Morris Dance Group | 3 Lafayette Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11217

Hello and good morning. I'm Leslie Schultz, the President of BRIC. I
am also a member of the Steering Committee of the Downtown Brooklyn
Arts Alliance, or DBAA, a consortium of 31 arts organizations based in

Downtown Brooklyn. I am here today to testify on behalf of DBAA.

DBAA was conceived in the summer of 2010 by a group of 12
Brooklyn cultural organizations who wanted to respond to common
concerns and opportunities. Within 6 months, we had 21 members, and
currently have 31 members. We represent a broad range of arts
organizations, ranging from the New York Transit Museum to the Mark
Morris Dance Group, and from MoCADA to Brooklyn Ballet and American

Opera Projects.



As an Alliance, we have engaged in dialogue with numerous
government officials, conducted a survey about our economic impact, been
in conversation with real estate developers, co-presented an outdoor
performing arts program, and connected our respective staffs on many

levels.

Today, however, represents the first time we have formally testified
on a project. We have chosen to do so because of the importance of the
South Site project to the vibrancy of the Downtown Brooklyn Cultural
District. The elements of the project that are particularly important us are
the 10,000 square foot public plaza and the 50,000SF of space that will be
owned by the City of New York, and dedicated to cinemas for BAM,
affordable rehearsal space for local arts organizations, managed by 651

Arts, and a new branch of the Brooklyn Public Library.

DBAA organizations are close neighbors of the South Site, and thus

many of us have paid close attention to the plans for the Site. We believe



that the project as currently proposed will have an important impact on
the burgeoning Downtown Brooklyn Cultural District. Brooklyn residents,
arts patrons from throughout NYC, and visitors and tourists alike will

surely be drawn to the area by the sheer density of cultural programming,.

DBAA believes particularly strongly in several key aspects of the proposed

plan:

» First, the contemplated affordable artists work space is critical to
the growing district. Artists WORKING in the area, and not just
being presented, will inevitably enrich the creative energy in the
neighborhood.

e Second, alocal branch of the Brooklyn Public Library will be a
tremendous asset and potential partner for many of the artists
and arts organizations already working in the district.

¢ Third, the BAM Rose Cinemas are an extremely popular amenity

of the Cultural District, bringing hundreds of thousands of people



to the area each year. An expansion of the Cinemas will have a
beneficial multiplier effect.

e Last but certainly not least, the proposed major public plaza will
greatly enhance the area. There is a dearth of open space in the
District, so the Plaza will fill a real need. The Plaza will also allow
for outdoor programming, including performing arts, open air
markets, and other community uses, which will greatly enrich the

experience of visitors.

The proposed project thus represents a key part of the remarkable
future for our neighborhood, and DBAA is extremely hopeful for its

SUcCCess.

Thank you.
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10" Avenuc Group INC
d/bfal 44&X — Hells Kitchen
- 622 10" Avenue

DCA# 1071297
May 30, 2013

Council Member Christine C. Quinn
224 West 30 Street, Suite 1206
New York, NY 10001

Dear Councl Member Quinn,

This letter serves as our agreement with the Chair, Council Member Mark Weprin, and
the encompassing members of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises that we will

commit 1o the following:

1. We will shorten all four- top tables to 42 inches from 48 inches and shorten two —
top tables to 21 inches from 24 inches to allow for increased clearance.

2. We will arrange our sidewalk café tables and chairs according to the plans on file
with the New York City Department of Consumer Affzirs and ensure a 3 feet

watter aisie Is in place.
3. We will ensure the appropriate sidewalk café hicense is clearly posted.

4. We will revise and submit plans to the New York City Department of Consumer
Affairs in order to reflect presence of Muni Meter, planters, and smaller table size.

5. The use of a waiter station within the sidewalk café will be terminated.

6. We will ensure that all sidewalk café furniture is stored nightly.

If there are any questions please call my office. Thank you.

. [/
Sincerely, %
~—=7

Bruce Horowitz
President
(917) 697-4484




18 Greenwich Avenue LLC

d/b/a/ Rosemary’s

18 Greenwich Avenue

PDCA# 1454964

May 30, 2013

Council Member Christine C. Quinn
224 West 30 Street, Suite 1206
New York, NY 10001

Dear Council Member Quinn,

This letter serves as our agreement with the Chair, Council Member Mark Weprin, and
the encompassing members of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises that we will
commit to the following:

. The use of sandwich boards will be terminated.

—

N

The use of benches will be terminated.
3. We will remove all planters from within the sidewalk cafe and from the sidewalk.

4. We will reconfigure the sidewalk café to have one set of two 2-top tables on each
end of the café, replacing the current arrangement of single 2-top tables. This will
be done while maintaining 8 tables and 16 scats and reducing the length of café at
the southern end. These changes will be reflected in revised plans submitted to
the New York City Department of Consumer Affairs.

If there are any questions please call my office. Thank you.

Carlos Suarez

Managing Member
(917) 912-3693
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are
in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Mefro Storage, N.Y. to
allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residests living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are
in agreement with the requested charige of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to
allow the building of a proposed seif-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are

in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to
allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are
in agreement with the requested chatige of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to

allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Armity School) are
in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Meiro Storage, N.Y. to

allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are

in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage. N.Y. to
allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents Jiving within the vicinity of the
cornmumity affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Kuapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are
in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to
atlow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed propetty owners and/or residents living within the vicirity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty uudeveloped property Jocated at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are
in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to

allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners apd/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are
in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to
atlow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and agross from the Amity Schoo]) are
in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to
allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the
community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenve and across from the Amity School) are
in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to

allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners andfor residents living within the vicinity of the

comumunity affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are

in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. 1o
allow the building of a proposed self-storage facility.
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The below signed property owners and/or residents living within the vicinity of the

community affected by disposition of the long empty undeveloped property located at
2713-2755 Knapp Street (near Voorhies Avenue and across from the Amity School) are

in agreement with the requested change of zoning on the part of Metro Storage, N.Y. to
allow the building of a proposed seif-storage facility.
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GERRITTSEN BEACH PROPERTY ﬁ
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, In -~ Founded 1922 |

April 18, 2013

Amanda M. Burden, Chair
City Planning Commission
22 Reade Street

New York, New York 10007

Dear Commissioner Burden:

Re: Restrictive Declaration D-100 for the property located at 2713—2738

?fﬁé%dm Knapp Street, Brookdyn, New York.

‘The Gerritsen Beach Property Owners Association, Inc. has been

Theresa Samuelsen
2% vice President representing the property owners and residents of Gerritsen Beach since
1922, Atour monthly meeting September 5, 2012 we Invited the
Denise Willlams representatives of Metro Self Storage to present their proposal to build a
Treasurer 4-stoty seif-storage facility on the dormant lot that has had old trucks stared
Litybsth Hanson on that property for years,
Recording : Among the 41 over quorum members in attendance, the several questions
Claire Ackerina that were raised were answered to everyone’s satisfaction. There were 3
Corresponding Secretary fewhwho had a “wait-see” disposition and one person openly opposed the
facility.
. Jane Harris OFlaherty ty
Finangial Secretary Since our meeting in September, our Community has been devastated by
Dan Foster Hurricane Sandy, and we weare wi_thom a meeting place, However, having
Sergeant-at-Arms just leared that the matier is being considered by your Commitiee, we are
forwarding by facsimile (FAX) a sampling of the many pages of signed
Douglas Lubagk petition sheets we have acquired In FAVOR of the seff storage fadility.
Asst, Sgt-at-Arms
. There are basically two or three entrances and exits to Gerritsen Beach
Board of Directors and traffic is a major problem onh Knapp Street without the addition of a
Peggy Taylor large retall facllity, e.g. Trader Joe's, Fairway, or a destination restaurant.
Chariperson Turning right to go West on the Belt Parkway from Knapp Street there are
Jennifer Avena only “ield” signs. The Amity School, focated across the street from the lot
Mary Douglas in question, on the comer of Knapp and Voorhies, has had to put up fencing
Joseph Giordano tc;l k::ap traffic from cutting through their parking lot and endangeting
chifdren.

Dizne Sullivan For residents leaving Gerritsen Beach for work In the a.m., turning onto

John Waish, Jr. Knapp Street from Avenue W by automobile in the a.m. is always (not
Mailing Address: sometimes) backed up Avenue W to Geritsen Ave. as far as Channel
Ceorge b, Broachead Avenue, at the far end of P.S., 277.
R President
3§ 2317 Knapp Street In the past, the movie theatre complex and restaurants already focated in
- - that area was emptying sewage into the fragile enviranment of the Creek.

It took years and heavy fines before that was comected. 1t is the majority

I Denise Willams

Y Treasurer, opinlon of our Beard, that the storage faciiity would affect what the
3 64 Ebony Court conversion of the problematic "Fun Time” business to seif-storage has
¥ Brooklyn, NY 11229 already helpad to alleviate, and what DOT spends time and money to

accomplish: order to an already congested streef,

Ematl: GEPOA22Ean).com
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It has been suggested that the property in question be reserved for 3 Marina. One only need walk the
length of Knapp Street, as our Committee did, to find many maripas’ already in disrepair. The Creekis

also filled with ‘abandoned” hoats,

©On both sides of the Creek, there are two properties that include plans for boat docking to go with
townhouse homes. Unfortunately, the developer has been way over his head, or pardon the pun, under
waiter, and those properties await such a ventire. Included is an ilustration of one.

There is a large Sewage: Treatment complex, and the “temporary” Sanitation truck faility, that had also
heen cited in the past for washing off toxic waste into the Creek, The “temporary” location has been on the
water on Knapp Street for years, and large sanitation trucks are parked on both sides of the street almost
dally.

The NYPD is constantly having to chase large out-of-state commercial trucks from parking in the vicinity of
the Sewage Treatment facility—a terrorist destruction of those fadlities could wipe out a radius of miles.

The best thing that could have happened to the surrounding community was the conversion of "Fun Time”
to a storage facllity. There has not been a single Issue since. Not parking, sewage or trouble of any kind.

Madam Chairparson, most of us on the Gerrittsen Beach Property Owners Association Board have lived in
this community all of our fives, and many from families living here for 4 or 5 generations, We are looking
out for the best Interest of the small peninsula of Gerritsen Beach, its environment, and it’s standard of life,
and have no affllation with the company wanting to build the self-storage facility.

There may be, but hopefully not, the benefit that should warning be given for a mandatory evacuation of
Gerritsen Beach In the future; familles would have time to store valuables in such a facility before it is too

late,

We are sending samples of the signed petition, of which we will furnish hundreds, if not & thousand
signatures. Mind you, this has been done in the wake of people having to gut their homes, and pray they
will be able to continue to fve in this community. 1ast, but not least, the Knapp Street exit off the Bett
Parkway is not a gateway to Brooklyn. If there is one such in this geographical area, it is Flatbush Avenue.

1t Is our belief that the storage facility would best serve the entire surrounding community.

Sincerely,

Qwﬂﬁ\{? a @
George R. Broadhead &M
President

past County Commander, Kings County Counck, VFW
Past Post Commander, Argonne-Marine Patk Post # 107 VFW
Ex-Officio Gerrittsen Beach Volunteer Fire Dept,




?1 I Brooklyn Chamber
B @ of Commerce

June 4, 2013

Testimony on behalf of Two Trees in Support of Proposed South Site Project in
Downtown Brooklyn Cultural District before the NYC Council’s Subcommittee
on Zoning and Franchises

Good morning. My name is Carlo Scissura and | am the President and CEQ of the
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber is a 95-year-old borough-wide
organization with over 1,200 member businesses. Our mission is to support and
advocate for a healthy and robust business environment throughout Brooklyn.

| am here to wholeheartedly support the proposed project for South Site located
at 22 |Lafayette Avenue in Brooklyn’s Cultural District. This project is one of those
model developments where a public-private partnership will transform what is
currently an underused parking lot into an iconic structure for Brooklyn — a place
that drives pedestrians an ever-changing Flatbush Avenue.

The construction of a 32-story apartment building would provide much-needed
affordable housing to the area. As part of the plan, 20% of the estimated 300
apartment will be made affordable, with a preference given to people already
living in the neighborhood. It is therefore imperative that the City allow for the use
of special permits to amend the zoning map in order for this work to be done.

This project is also great for business. Not only will it create a 10,000-square-foot
public plaza and affordable housing units, it will also be a boom for mom-and-pop
businesses and other stores in the area. It will help attract new businesses to the
neighborhood and grow an area that is already one of the hottest in the New York.
During construction, an overall goal has been set where 32% participation by
Minority/Women-owned businesses and 20% local businesses would be involved.
That is something we also applaud.

This plan will additionally bring art and entertainment to a district that is growing
every day and already includes the Brooklyn Academy of Music and Barciays
Center. We unequivocally support this plan, which also calls for the construction
of three new theaters — operated by BAM - and a new, 16,500-square-foot local
branch of the Brooklyn Public Library.

The creation of a rehearsal space for local arts groups will go a long way in
helping the next generation of creative people who call the borough home live out

335 Adams Street, Suite 2700 t: 718 875-1000 www.ibrooklyn.com
Brooklyn, NY 11201 f: 718 237-4274 info@brooklynchamber.com
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their dreams, fostering creativity and making Brooklyn a focal point for arts and
culture. And most importantly, this will keep this talent in Brooklyn!

The skyline of Downtown Brooklyn is rapidly changing. With these changes comes
the chance to make Brooklyn an even bigger and better destination and a place
for families to live and work. This project would go a long way helping the local
economy and continue to make Brooklyn the place everyone wants to live in and
visit! We urge you to support this project. Thank you.

335 Adams Street, Suite 2700 t: 718 875-1000 www.ibrooklyn.com
Brooklyn, NY 11201 f: 718 237-4274 info@brooklynchamber.com



Brooklyn Public Library
Testimony on BAM South ULURP Application

New York City Council
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises

Hon. Mark Weprin, Chair
June 4", 2013
Good morning Chairman Weprin and members of the committee.
~ Linda E. Johnson, President and CEQ of Brooklyn Public Library. I am pl
here this morning to testify in favor of Two Trees Management’s ULURP,
the BAM South project.

Two Trees is seeking to improve a parking lot located in the heart
Brooklyn with a beautifully designed mixed-use building. This project wi
immensely to the already vibrant BAM cultural district and will enliven a
stretch of Flatbush Avenue with new retail and cultural uses. The project i
innovative cultural center as well as much-needed affordable housing and
open space.

Brooklyn Public Library is thrilled to have the opportunity to parti

project. As part of BAM South, BPL will open a brand new, 16,500-squar

My name is

eased to be

application for

of Downtown

11 contribute

significant
ncludes an

new public

cipate in this

e-foot

neighborhood library facility. This inspiring and accessible new branch will allow BPL to

deliver modern public library services to the Fort Greene, Park Slope and
communities. We are excited to work with the community to develop a de
program for the new branch that reflects the diverse needs of our patrons &

the branch’s unique location at the center of one of the City’s most excitin

Boerum Hill

sign and
ind leverages

g cultural

communities. The new branch will be ideally located above the busiest transit hub in




New York City outside of Manhattan and we hope that it will quickly em
regional library capable of offering expanded programing available to all

As you may know, Brooklyn Public Library has logg faced extrao
challenges to both our operating and capital budgets. This year, BPL is fai
crippling 36% cut to our operating funding, and we continue to struggle v
million in deferred maintenance for all 58 of our branch libraries. That’s ¢
reasons we are so excited about this opportunity; the space at BAM South
provided to the Library at no cost, with the Library having responsibility
the branch.

We have proposed funding these costs through the sale of the exis
Street Branch, located two blocks away. This aging facility fails to meet n
needs in many ways: it suffers from nearly $11 million in maintenance ne
inaccessible to people with disabilities and anyone with limited mobility, i
support sufficient modern technology, and it is poorly laid out, leading to
costs.

As we have begun to discuss our plans to build a bigger, better anc

library at BAM South with community stakeholders in Park Slope it has b

that the community highly values the Pacific Street branch and its historid

erge as a
Brooklynites.
rdinary

ced with a

vith over $240

ne of the

would be

only to fit out

ting Pacific
nodern library

eds, is

s unable to

high opérating

1 more modern

ecome clear

building. BPL

is, and intends to continue to be, a vital part of the Park Slope and Boerum Hill

neighborhoods and we are sensitive to the community’s concerns. While we strongly feel

that the existing Pacific Street branch cannot accommodate the types of se

rvices that

define successful modern public libraries, we also recognize the community’s strong

attachment to the library. We are interested in working together with elect

ed officials and



the community to develop a plan that allows BPL to build a modern, bigger library at
BAM South and address the future of the Pacific Street building in a way that
acknowledges the needs of the Library and the community. There are a number of
potential outcomes that we expect to explore through 2 robust public progess, including
potentially preserving some or all of the existing Pacific Street building and the
possibility of continuing to provide library service in some manner southof Flatbush Ave.
In all scenarios, the Pacific branch would continue to operate at least until the new branch
opens at BAM South.
As BPL’s budget continues to face enormous strain, this will present significant
financial challenges to our institution. But we are committed to delivering an
extraordinary public library at BAM South. As we consider options for the Pacific Street
building we are hopeful that our local elected officials and other community stakeholders
will be able to assist BPL with the additional costs a new conception of this project may
entail.
In conclusion, I urge this committee to strongly support Two Trees Management’s
ULURP application. This project will bring extraordinary benefits to downtown
Brooklyn in the form of desperately needed affordable housing, vibrant new open space

and retail, and an innovative cultural partnership. Thank you.




Good Morning. My name is Jackie Busch and | am returning on behalf of the Mark Morris Dance
Group to offer our support to the South Site development project.

With affordable housing, cultural space and an outdoor plaza included in the project, this
development responds perfectly to the needs of the community in downtown Brooklyn. The 12,000
square feet of rehearsal spaée fills a great need for the ever growing demand of rehearsal space for local
artists. There is incredible potential for the outdoor public plaza to serve as the gateway to the cultural
district, offering a gathering space for local residents, theater attendees and tourists as well as a space
for arts organizations to present programming. One of the reasons Mark was excited for the dance
group to move to Brooklyn 12 years ago was because he could see so much sky, and we appreciate that
this beautiful design balances a 32 story building while maintaining views and open sky.

The South Site development project is a welcomed and needed addition to the Downtown

Brooklyn cultural district, and we look forward to having it across the street,



Fulton Area Businesses

The New York City Council
Testimony
June 4, 2013

RE: Support for the Two Trees Proposal
for the “BAM South Site”, Brooklyn

Good morning. My name is Phillip Kellogg and | am Executive Director of the Fulton Area
Business (FAB}) Alliance, the Business Improvement District (BID) on Fulton Street in
Brooklyn’s neighborhoods of Fort Greene and Clinton Hill.

The FAB Alliance BID represents over 225 small businesses located in a district that is just
one block from the Two Trees proposal for the South Site of the BAM Cultural District.

Transforming this underutilized parking lot into a vibrant, mixed-use development will
continue the dramatic growth of Downtown Brooklyn and the Cultural District while
providing a wide range of benefits for the community.

The additional public space in the form of the large public plaza plus the cultural and civic
facilities, in addition to much needed housing, would be a welcome addition to the area.

Benefits to the local businesses will come in the form of a substantial increase in foot
traffic generated at all times of the day, every day of the week. Something that might not
happen if this wasn’t such a dynamic, mixed-use proposal.

On behalf of the Fulton Area Business Alliance, | respectfully ask the Council Members to
support this project.

Sincerely,

Phitlip Kellogg

Executive Director

Fulton Area Business Alliance
Business Improvement District

896-900 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11238 / 718-928-3322 / pkellogg@faballiance.org
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On behalf of the 70,000 SEIU Local 32BJ members that live and work in New
York City, I am here to express our support for Two Trees’ proposed BAM South
project.

This project presents an unprecedented opportunity for the neighborhood. The
development of this project will allow for more permanent jobs in the area that
pay good wages and provide access to quality, affordable healthcare. It is these
kinds of jobs that working people need to survive and raise families in New York
City. We of course hope and expect that Two Trees and the construction trade
unions will come to a workable agreement to ensure that all of the jobs at the
development are good jobs.

Joo orteuke
In addition to being a responsible emwglayexn, Two Trees is committed to
providing new and much-needed amenities for this part of Brooklyn, things that
will serve to enhance the public realm. If the project moves forward, it will take
a site that was formerly a parking facility and replace it with a lively, artistic
hub offering affordable rehearsal space to local artists: multiple new theatres;
and a state-of-the art public plaza that can also double as a performance space.

And Two Trees will make sure the development also responds to housing needs.
Twenty percent of the building’s units will be affordable, which is a significant
improvement to some of the other towers in the area and more going up, which
will provide no affordable housing. And, even more rare in the city, these units
have genuine affordability, because they are geared towards families making
between 40 to 50 percent of the area median income, and giving priority to
those who live in the neighborhood.



Not every developer is committed to this mix of high quality jobs, cultural
innovation and affordable housing that allows workers and community
members to care for their families and thrive in our City, not just in the present
but well into the future.

We need to support responsible community partners and recognize projects like
this one that will help building services workers earn the wages and benefits

they need to make a decent living in the city.

For these reasons, [ urge the City Council to approve this proposal.
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By Virginia P. Louloudes
Executive Director
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Good morning. My name is Virginia Louloudes and | am the Executive Director of
the Alliance of Resident Theatres/New York (A.R.T./New York), the leading service
organization for New York City’s 375 nonprofit theatres. I'm here to offer
A.R.T./New York’s support for Two Trees Management proposed project designed
by the world-renowned architect Enrique Norton — for the South Site of the
Downtown Brooklyn Cultural District.

A.R.T./New York is one of the first tenants of the Downtown Brooklyn Cultural
District when in 2000 we purchased 138 South Oxford Street from the Visiting
Nurses Association and transformed it into a shared office and rehearsal space for
20 small nonprofit companies such as Urban Bush Women, Elders Share the Arts
and American Opera Projects. With three large meeting rooms, including our
Great Room the LuEsther T. Mertz South Oxford Space (as it's now called) has
become a hub for the Fort Greene neighborhood where resident children attend
summer camps led by White Bird Productions, toddlers attend Music for
Aardvarks and adults attend Community Board Meetings.

Thanks in part to the generous support of the NYC Department for Cultural Affairs
and the NYC Council, over the past 13 years we have brought tens of thousands of
artists, administrators and audiences to Fort Greene for rehearsals, staged
readings and to work with children and seniors. American Opera Projects now
offers performances in Fort Greene Park. The LuEsther T. Mertz South Oxford
Space has been a site for the Fort Greene Historic House Tours on three
occasions. Our success has helped the neighborhood and our tenants buy lunch
at Rolex Deli; get their wine and cheese for receptions at Green Grape Vineyards
and Green Grape Provisions; and dine at local establishments like The Smoke Joint
and Deniz. In fact, A.R.T./New York conservatively estimates our economic
impact on the Fort Greene neighborhood to be $300,000 a year.

Two Trees Management has a long history of revitalizing neighborhoods through
the arts, most notably DUMBO. Their plan for downtown Brooklyn includes an
innovative Public-Private partnership with the City of New York which exceeds the
requirements of current zoning rules. Although they could build taller buildings,
Two Trees has decided to transform the former site of a parking lot into a 32-story



apartment building that will provide badly needed affordable housing and a large
public plaza at the place where Downtown Brooklyn meets Fort Greene. While
they were not able to meet all of the requests by local residents and elected
officials, they have showed good faith by responding to several concerns

expressed. For example:

20% of an estimated 300 apartments will be made affordable and available
to families who earn between 40-50% of the area’s median income, with
preference to District Residents;

Two Trees has stated a construction goal of 32% participation by
Minority/Women Owned Businesses and a 20% participation by local
business;

The development will include a brand new 16,500 square foot branch of
the local Brooklyn Public Library;

The development will also include three new theatres, to be operated by
the Brooklyn Academy of Music;

Over 12,000 square feet of rehearsal space for local arts groups will be
operated by the local and well-respected 651 Arts;

The development will feature ground level retail, which will draw foot
traffic to the area and increase visibility for arts groups and the library;
AND

A world-class, 10,000 square foot public plaza that can be programmed for
neighborhood groups.

At a time when New York City is facing a serious space crisis, we are grateful
that this development will include 50,000 square feet of cultural space and will
be owned by the City of New York. In the last decade alone, New York City has
lost 50 small performing arts spaces, so we applaud the planning that has gone
into allowing the nonprofit users of this space to rent these custom-designed

facilities at below-market rates.

Many thanks for your time.
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’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘



THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card .

- I intend to. appear and: speak on Int. No, .Res. No L N.0828-
R in favor [J in opposition 2013

- Date: ('J‘I H ! 13
R T (PLEASE PRINT) T
. ...Name:. . RByehand Leoloe | .. )
. Address:. Shiddw Lol W 18 F 4S5 SESHEL NY Y ]00171'- :
- L.represent:. ___thv apili i (vidnch LLL)

_ THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

- Iintend to appear. and speak on Int. No.. 53 8322 . Res. No.
- ¥ in favor . [ in opposition

. Date: é/ q//l>
SR (PLEASE PRINT) .. -
 Name: _ 73!Cf—meo SUNRL 3+

. Address:., _
. I.represent:. __C IT'—"E; Plariadl D~

... Address:. _
e SR PN T 4

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Cc_zrd

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _X 5= _ Res. No.
® in favor [] in oppgosition’

A Date; __G/4/1>
(PLEASE PRINT) NYE

Name: __CAROLy s GROSSAAAN ;

TR U N
Address: 7 Al .
I represent: Cl1— 7t Aparl R o—

R -

Address: - P . .

’ Please coﬁplele this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. E_L'? Res. No.
E’ in favor [ in opposition

. Date: & / < / /3
LEASE PRINT)

. _ _Name:. _DL(J F)V(A(A {_é)\ﬂo K/ o
- Address: AN {)—C (ca ({o /(!"/L ﬁ(f_ 1O

R R e
_ Addrew: D O1 D\”C&‘Jb B (= (L0

- THE COUNCIL
" THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak onInt. No. __- - . _-Res.:No.
(O in favor .[J in opposition -

Date; é\/d//?

(PLEASE PRINT)

e /4{ 724 REHY
. Address:. __ /)?7 /ﬁ////t‘/iﬂ AL /{/500[&?/

I represent: . /)/(/ﬂ/( §£0/.E C e pﬂf/ﬂ//‘/L

o Address: ___

TOTHE cNGLL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. . Res. No.
0 in favor [J in opposition

Date:
. (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: [\C\\I\(\ g(‘\\%o‘fw

Address: sl
I represent: %V‘r L"\\Q\\q LA, C (/\.Q\MALJ-P‘/ -.J'c CQ\M\I\A.Q.;Q_L

Address: _ O3S A;&w«lh St sk 27ce Rmakloin

i\Q—o |
’ Pleuse complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




r—-—-—_-‘ — ———
THE COUNCIL
| THE (ITY OF NEW YORK

A Ppearance Card

Res. No.

.1 intend to appear and speak on Int. No:
; Td=infavor [J in opposition

MY / 5.

.m m)we cw*“ e

- . .1 represent: JDI’Z‘ M (OW I:\)Q C tfq \
Address:; . COZ? [O M N{M <

. * Please complete zhu card and return to the S'ergeant-at Amu T ‘ e
[ '_,--u‘;:" B e T ; B e

THE COUNCIL,
‘THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I mtend to appear and speak on.Int. No. Res. No.

S E;m favor [ in opposition é; / (1[ / /3
| o Kd &Qf + Cﬁ,é(/P SE pmm)

. Addresss 136 wiely & Ca/h@f'daiﬁ N
- I represent: J&/ éf{@ﬂ M&& AI.W-— Ll /ﬂ&({ LMM J
. Address:. . [E é/l'ew w”‘"g\ LJL M ’Uﬂ

g ’ *i v . Please complete this card and return to the Sergeaut-a: Arms . .- ‘




