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PROPOSED Int. No. 984-A: 
By Council Members Cabrera, Arroyo, Brewer, Comrie, Ferreras, Gentile, Jackson, James, Palma, Reyna, Williams, Wills, Rodriguez, Vallone and Ulrich
Title: 
A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter, in relation to requiring the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications to create and maintain an interactive crime mapping website.
Administrative Code: 
Amends Section 1072 of the New York City Charter by amending subdivisions p and q and adding a new subdivision r.  
1. Introduction
On Wednesday April 24, the Committee on Technology, chaired by Council Member Fernando Cabrera, will vote on Proposed Int. No. 984-A. This bill would require the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications to create and maintain an interactive crime mapping website.
2. Background

Crime mapping is a tool that allows the public to receive information about recent crime activity in their neighborhood.  The use of crime mapping as a tool for policing has a long history,
 and it has been adopted a growing number of communities since recent technological innovations have made mapping dramatically easier. 
As early as 1849, Joseph Fletcher created maps that showed the rate of male incarceration for serious property and violent crimes across counties in England and Wales, and in 1861, Henry Mayhew presented a number of maps displaying the English and Welsh county rates for a variety of crimes.
 

Before the advent of desktop computers, crime mapping was extremely labor intensive and, as a result, few police departments could afford to produce computerized crime maps until such computers became widely available in the mid-1980s to early 1990s and microprocessor speed increased.
  Since that time, numerous police departments, including the New York City Police Department (NYPD), have used crime mapping to map, visualize, and analyze crime incident patterns. The NYPD uses an organizational management tool known as CompStat, short for “computer statistics,” which, among other things, employs geographic information systems to map crimes by location and type.
  CompStat was developed in 1994 as a way to track crime statistics on a regular basis and use the statistics to manage resource assignment.  CompStat also enables the NYPD to evaluate its own performance as the statistics reveal increases and decreases in various types of crime.  Key CompStat data are made public on the NYPD’s website.
  Publicly-available CompStat data tracks the occurrence of seven major felonies – murder, rape, robbery, felony assault, burglary, grand larceny, and grand larceny auto – in the city.  It also provides an historical perspective of crime over a span of several years.

Recently, a number of U.S. cities have made such crime mapping websites available to the public.  For example, Oakland, California maintains a crime mapping website that allows users to request crime data by proximity to an address or known location, such as a school.
  Users are able to produce maps and/or reports from this information.  Similarly, Baltimore, Maryland maintains a crime mapping website that allows the public to query the Baltimore Police Department database of reported crime.
  Users are able to search by address, neighborhood, school, and police precinct.  Other cities, such as Sacramento, California;
 Kirkland, Washington;
 Los Angeles, California;
 Albany, New York;
 Savannah, Georgia;
 Kansas City, Missouri;
 and Minneapolis, Minnesota
 maintain similar crime mapping websites.
3. Proposed Int. No. 984-A
Proposed Int. No. 984-A would amend the New York City Charter, in relation to requiring the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (DoITT) to create and maintain an interactive crime mapping website.  
Section one of this bill first amends subdivision p by removing an “and” at the end of the subdivision and adding an “and” at the end of subdivision q.  
Section one of this bill then adds a new subsection r.  This subsection requires DoITT to provide an interactive crime map on the City’s website to the public at no charge displaying the aggregate monthly, yearly and year-to-date totals for the current and most recent calendar years for each class of crime that is reported to the New York City Police Department (NYPD), or for which an arrest was made, including crimes that occurred in parks and subway stations.  

Subsection r further requires that the crime map be searchable by address, zip code, and patrol precinct.    
Subsection r further requires that all of the information required pursuant to this subsection be available as soon as practicable, but in no case more than one month after a crime complaint has been filed.  
Subdivision r further requires that the Mayor shall ensure that all agencies provide DoITT with such assistance and information as DoITT requires to compile and update the map.
Section 2 of this bill provides that it shall take effect one hundred and eighty days after its enactment.
 4. Changes to Proposed Int. No. 984-A

 
The changes made to Proposed Int. No. 984-A were primarily cosmetic and included the following changes to subdivision r:
· A more complete definition what constitutes a “street” on the interactive crime map.
· Clarifying that the map will display the aggregate monthly, yearly, and year-to-date totals for the current and most recent calendar year each class of crime that is reported to the New York City Police Department.

· Clarifying that the map will be searchable by address, zip code, and patrol precinct.   

Int. No. 984

By Council Members Cabrera, Arroyo, Brewer, Comrie, Ferreras, Gentile, Jackson, James, Palma, Reyna, Williams, Wills, Rodriguez and Ulrich

..Title

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York City Charter, in relation to requiring the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications to create and maintain an interactive crime mapping website.  

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1.  Section 1072 of the New York City Charter is amended by amending subdivisions p and q and by adding a new subdivision r to read as follows:

p.  to perform such other responsibilities with respect to information technology and telecommunications matters, including responsibilities delegated elsewhere by the charter, as the mayor shall direct; [and]

q.  to provide to the public at no charge on the city’s website an interactive map, updated as often as practicable and necessary but not less than once per week, displaying the following: 

1.  Permitted and approved street closures that do not allow for the passage of vehicular traffic on that street, including but not limited to closures for special events, crane operations and other construction work, film shoots and paving operations; and 

2.  Parking regulations. 

The information related to paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall be searchable and sortable by time, date and borough, except that street closures for crane operations, construction work and paving operations shall have the notation “subject to closure” during times where closure has been permitted and approved but where such closure may or may not occur on a particular day. All information required by this subdivision shall be available on the city’s website as soon as practicable but in no case less than one week prior to any such closure or change, except closures which were applied for or planned less than one week prior to any such closure or change, which shall be available on such interactive map within seventy-two hours of the permit and approval of such closure. Where a permitted and approved street closure is due to a special event, the sponsor of the event with appropriate contact information shall be provided as part of such interactive map. For the purposes of this subdivision, special event shall mean any street fair, block party or festival on a public street(s) where such activity may interfere with or obstruct the normal use by vehicular traffic of such street(s)[.]; and
r.    to provide to the public, at no charge on the city’s website, an interactive crime map that, for each segment of a street bounded by one or more intersections and or a terminus, shall visually display the aggregate monthly, yearly, and year-to-date totals for the current and the most recent prior calendar years for each class of crime that is reported to the New York city police department, or for which an arrest was made, including crimes that occurred in parks and subway stations.  Such map shall be searchable by address, zip code and patrol precinct.  All information required by this subdivision shall be available on the city’s website as soon as practicable but in no case more than one month after a crime complaint has been filed.  The mayor shall ensure that all agencies provide the department with such assistance and information as the department requires to compile and update the interactive crime map.

§2. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment into law.

� See Sharon Chamard, “The History of Crime Mapping and Its Use by American Police Departments,” Alaska Justice Forum 1 (Fall 2006).


� See id.  


� See id.  


� The most recent crime data released by NYPD using CompStat is available at http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cscity.pdf.


� CompStat data for the city are available at http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/html/crime_prevention/crime_statistics.shtml.


� This information is available at http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/html/analysis_and_planning/historical_nyc_crime_data.shtml.


� This website is available at http://gismaps.oaklandnet.com/crimewatch.


� This website is available at http://www.baltimorepolice.org/your-community/crime-map.


� This website is available at http://www.sacpd.org/crime/mapping.


� This website is available at http://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/PD/Community_Crime_Mapping.htm.


� This website is available at http://www.lapdonline.org/crime_mapping_and_compstat.


� This website is available at http://albanyny.gov/Government/Departments/Police/cmapping.aspx.


� This website is available at http://www.savannahga.gov/index.aspx?NID=632.


� This website is available at http://www.kcmo.org/police/Crime/CrimeMapping/index.htm.


� This website is available at http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/statistics/crime-statistics_codefor_index. 
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