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INTRODUCTION


On September 6, 2012 the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 683-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to the apparel used by operators of bicycles used for commercial purposes. This legislation will require that commercial bicycle operators wear a retro-reflective jacket, vest, or other apparel.  This will be the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to testify are representatives of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT), as well as interested business and community stakeholders.  
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 5,800 miles of streets, highways and 790 bridges structures, including six tunnels.  DOT is also responsible for installing and maintaining bicycle lanes throughout the City. Since FY 2007, DOT has installed over 280 bicycle lane miles, and is planning to install an additional 50 miles in FY 2012.
 

In order to ensure the safety of bicyclists and pedestrians, the New York City Administrative code contains provisions pertaining to the use of commercial bicycles in the City. According to existing laws businesses must provide delivery cyclists with the following items: a 3-digit individual identification number for each bicyclist, upper body apparel with the name of business and the bicyclist’s 3-digit number, a bicycle helmet, and a business identification card.
 Businesses are also required to equip each bicycle with a bell, white headlight and red taillight, reflectors, and brakes, and businesses are also required to display a poster explaining bicycle safety tips in an area easily accessible to delivery cyclists and in a language that they understand.
 Like all bicyclists, commercial cyclists are required to obey all traffic laws including yielding to pedestrians, riding in the direction of traffic, staying off sidewalks, and signaling when turning.
 Currently only the New York City Police Department enforces these provisions.

The legislation being considered at today’s hearing would require reflective apparel for commercial cyclists. While businesses are required to provide their delivery cyclists with apparel that shows the name of the business and the bicyclist’s individual identification number, the apparel does not need to be reflective, making it difficult for pedestrians to see the cyclist approaching, especially at night.
 
ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 683-A would amend section 10-157 by adding a new subdivision i.  New subdivision i of section 10-157 would mandate a business using a bicycle for commercial purposes to require each bicycle operator riding on behalf of that business to wear a retro-reflective jacket, vest, or other apparel on the upper part of the operator’s body as the outermost garment while making riding a bicycle on behalf of that business.  The back of this apparel would be required to indicate the business name and the bicycle operator's individual identification number as assigned pursuant to law in lettering and numerals no less than one inch in height so as to be plainly readable at a distance of not less than ten feet.  

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 683-A states that the local law takes effect one hundred and twenty days following enactment, except that the commissioners of the department of transportation shall take all action necessary, including the promulgation of rules, to implement the local law on or before the date upon which it would take effect.
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	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the apparel used by operators of bicycles used for commercial purposes

	Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Section 10-157 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision i to read as follows:
i. A business using a bicycle for commercial purposes shall require each bicycle operator to wear a retro-reflective jacket, vest, or other wearing apparel on the upper part of the operator’s body as the outermost garment while making deliveries, or otherwise riding a bicycle on behalf of such business, the back of which shall indicate the business name and the bicycle operator's individual identification number as assigned pursuant to subdivision b of this section in lettering and numerals no less than one inch in height so as to be plainly readable at a distance of not less than ten feet.  
§ 2.
This local law shall take effect one hundred and twenty days after it shall have become law, except that the commissioner of the department of transportation shall take all actions necessary, including the promulgation of rules, to implement this local law on or before the date upon which it shall take effect.
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