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Topic I: New York City Planning Commission – (Public Advocate’s nominee for appointment upon advice and consent of the Council)
· Michelle R. de la Uz [Preconsidered M]
Section 192 of the New York City Charter (“Charter”) states that there shall be a thirteen-member City Planning Commission (“CPC”), with seven appointments made by the Mayor (including the Chair), one by the Public Advocate, and one by each Borough President.  All members, except the Chair, are subject to the advice and consent of the Council.  Further, the Charter states that members are to be chosen for their independence, integrity, and civic commitment.


The Charter provides that CPC members serve for staggered five-year terms, except for the Chair, who as Director of the Department of City Planning (Charter section 191), serves at the pleasure of the Mayor.  For purposes of Chapter 68 (Conflicts of Interest) of the Charter, CPC members, other than the Chair, shall not be considered regular employees of the City.  There is no limitation on the number of terms that a CPC member may serve.  CPC members are prohibited from holding any other City office while they serve on CPC.  The Chair receives an annual salary of $205, 180.  The member who is designated as Vice-Chair receives an annual salary of $62, 271.  The other members receive an annual salary of $54, 150.    


Pursuant to Charter Section 192, CPC is responsible for:

· undertaking long-range planning for the City’s orderly growth, improvement and future development, including appropriate resources for housing, business, industry, recreation and culture;

· assisting the Mayor and other officials in developing the ten-year capital strategy, the four-year capital program and the annual Statement of Needs;  

· overseeing and coordinating environmental reviews under the City Environmental Quality Review (“CEQR”), as mandated by state law (Environmental Conservation Law – Article 8); 

· preparing a zoning and planning report at least once every four years, which includes a review of the Zoning Resolution, with any recommendations for changes and proposals for implementing planning policies; and
· approving or disapproving the acquisition by the City of office space.
CPC has also promulgated rules:

· establishing minimum standards for certifying Uniform Land Use and Review Procedure (“ULURP”) applications and specific time periods for pre-certification review;
· creating capital site selection criteria;
· setting minimum standards for the form and content of plans for the development of the City and boroughs; and
· defining “major concessions.”  
Ms. de la Uz is scheduled to appear before the Committee on Rules, Privileges, and Elections on March 28, 2012.  Upon appointment by the Public Advocate with the advice and consent of the Council, Ms. de la Uz, a resident of Brooklyn, will fill the vacant position that was held by Karen Phillips and serve for the remainder of a five-year term that expires on June 30, 2015.  Copies of Ms. de la Uz’s résumé and report/resolution are annexed to this Briefing paper.   
Topic II:  New York City Art Commission – (Mayor’s nominees for appointment upon advice and consent of the Council)
· Philip E. Aarons [M-749]

· Maria Elena Gonzalez [M-750]

The New York City Art Commission, also known as the Public Design Commission
 (“Commission”) reviews permanent works of art, architecture and landscape architecture proposed on or over City-owned property.  Projects include construction, renovation or restoration of buildings, such as museums and libraries; creation or rehabilitation of parks and playgrounds; installation of lighting and other streetscape elements; and design, installation and conservation of artwork.
    

 
The Commission itself does not contract for any artwork, nor does it select contractors, negotiate fees, or otherwise involve itself in the selection or approval of contracts.  The Commission brings its expertise to the process by reviewing submitted plans or work in accordance with standards enumerated in the Charter.  Commission members have no say in what projects are initiated, or how City funds are allocated.  The Charter states that the Commission has general advisory oversight over all works of art belonging to the City, and advises agencies having jurisdiction over them as to methods and procedures for their proper maintenance.  [Charter § 857 (a).]
The Commission is composed of the Mayor or his representative, the President of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the President of the New York Public Library, the President of the Brooklyn Museum, one painter, one sculptor, one architect, one landscape architect, all of whom shall be residents of the City, and three other residents of the City who cannot be painters, sculptors, architects, landscape architects, or active members of any other profession in the fine arts.  Charter § 851 (a).  The Mayor and the museum and library presidents serve in an ex-officio capacity.  Section 31 of the Charter states that the Council performs an advice and consent review of mayoral appointees for membership on the Commission.  The Council does not review ex-officio members. [Charter § 851 (a).]   

The appointive members whose service is not ex-officio are chosen from a list submitted by the Fine Arts Federation of not less than three times the number to be appointed.  If the Federation fails to present a list of nominees within three months from the time when a vacancy occurs, the Mayor may appoint an individual without such input.  In case the Mayor fails to appoint within one year from the time when a vacancy occurs, the Commission is authorized to fill such vacancy for any balance of the un-expired term without the Council’s advice and consent review.  [Charter § 851 (b).]   

All members serve on the Commission without compensation.  Members serve for three-year terms, or until a successor has been appointed and qualified. [Charter § 851 (b).] 

Mr. Aarons is scheduled to appear before the Committee on Rules, Privileges, and Elections on March 28, 2012.  Upon appointment by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council, Mr. Aarons, a resident of Manhattan, will fill a vacancy and serve as a Lay Member for the remainder of a three-year term that expires on December 31, 2012.  Copies of Mr. Aarons’ résumé and report/resolution are annexed to this Briefing paper.   

Ms. Gonzalez is scheduled to appear before the Committee on Rules, Privileges, and Elections on March 28, 2012.  Upon appointment by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council, Ms. Gonzalez, a resident of Brooklyn, will replace Alice Aycock and serve as the Sculptor Member for the remainder of a three-year term that expires on December 31, 2013.  Copies of Ms. Gonzalez’s résumé and report/resolution are annexed to this Briefing paper.   

Attachments
PROJECT STAFF

Charles W. Davis III, Director

Yasmin Vega, Legislative Investigator

Emerson J. Sykes, Counsel*, Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections


Alycia Vassell, Legislative Clerk

Diandra Johnson, Legislative Intern

*New York State Bar admission pending.
� On July 21, 2008, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg issued Executive Order No. 119, which changed the name of the Art Commission of the City of New York to the Public Design Commission of the City of New York, except in court documents, contracts and any other situation where the name “Art Commission” is legally required.      





� http://www.nyc.gov/html/artcom/html/about/about.shtml


� The current appointed members are: Alice Aycock, Sculptor; Byron Kim, Painter; Signe Nielson, Landscape Architect; Guy Nordenson, Lay Member; James Polshek, Architect; Paula Scher, Lay Member; and a vacant Lay Member slot.   





