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|AIDS MEMORIAL PARK

% CAMPAIGN FOR A BEAUTIFUL MEMORIAL PARK AT THE ST. VINCENT'S CAMPUS
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January 20, 2012

Amanda M. Burden, FAICP

Chair

NYC Department of City Planning
22 Reade Street

New York, New York 10007

Re: St. Vincent’s Campus Redevelopment Project; ULURP Applications No.
#120029ZSM, #120030ZSM, #120031ZSM, #120033ZSM

Dear Chair Burden:

Community Board 2 has welcomed and recommended inclusion of an important AIDS
Memorial at the new park on the Triangle Site throughout the review process. In CB2's
October resolution, we state, “A very strong case has been made for the idea of an AIDS
memorial to provide an important resource for remembering those who were lost and
celebrating the response of our community. This idea is welcomed.” The resolution later
states, “the park could have a strong theme or identity related to the continuing story of
AIDS” and that “there is no reason why successful commemoration cannot be designed
and placed in a way to coexist with and enhance a community park, especially where
the history is so deeply connected to the community and the site.”

In November’s resolution, the Board also acknowledged that both the impact of the
AIDS Crisis and 5t. Vincent's role were uniquely and intrinsically tied to the park site:
“Both histories have special importance in the local community, and for both the specific
location of the park is uniquely appropriate. We endorse an AIDS memorial and a
tributé to St. Vincent’s Hospital.” Our resolution concludes by stating that, “CB2 favors
commemorations of the history of St. Vincent's Hospital and the AIDS Crisis at this
site.”

Rudin Management’s agreement to relocate the oxygen tanks on the corner of
Greenwich Avenue and 12th Street provides a special opportunity to site a significant
and meaningful ATDS memorial feature. This consideration respects the Community
Board’s resolutions requesting memorial features that do not reduce the park’s use for
passive and active recreation or conflict with the Applicant’s open space requirement of
15,102 square feet. In the current park design, there is a feature which was contemplated
as an AIDS commemorative element within the area of the former oxygen tanks. We
believe a significant and greatly expanded feature can be designed and placed on the
oxygen tank site in a way that creates a strong and important commemorative narrative
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and looks and feels truly integrated into the existing park plan.

As with all of the placeholder features in the plan, we propose the actual AIDS
Mernorial feature be designed with significant input and cooperation from interested
stakeholders and community groups, such as the AIDS Memorial Park Coalition, and
include Community Board review. The AIDS Memorial design and placement should
not be considered part of the Applicant’s open space requirement nor inform the City
Planning Commission’s determination of the “superior landscaping” required for the
Applicant’s special permit. Therefore, the follow-up memorial design process would not
interfere with the Applicant’s ability to meet its complete open space requirement nor its
30-month construction timeline.

We will welcome the opportunity to work with all parties to help assure on-time success
for the final planning, design, and approvals of all features of the park.

Sincerely yours,

Brad Hoylman
Chair
Community Board No. 2, Manhattan

Tobi Bergman

Chair

Parks, Recreation & Open Space Committee
Community Board No. 2, Manhattan

cc: Hon. Christine C. Quinn, NYC Council Speaker
Hon. Scott M. Stringer, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Hon. Thomas K. Duane, Member, NY State Senate
Hon. Daniel J. Squadron, Member, NY State Senate
Hon. Deborah J. Glick, Member, NY State Assembly
Lolita Jackson, Manhattan Director, CAU
Vivian Awner, Community Board Liaison, Dept. of City Planning
Land Use Review Unit, NYC Dept. of City Planning
Calendar Office, NYC Dept. of City Planning
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January 23, 2012

Hon. Amanda Burden, Chair

New York City Planning Commission
22 Reade Street, 2nd Floor

New York, New York 10007

RE: ULURP No. 120029Z5M
Dear Chair Burden,

In advance of the Commission’s vote on the redevelopment of the former St. Vincent’s campus,
I urge the Commission to acknowledge in its report and vote the ongoing efforts within the
community to develop and integrate a memorial to the AIDS crisis on the Triangle Site, efforts
which i strongly support. By both designating an area of the Triangle Site now for the purpose
of including a significant and meaningful AIDS memorial and allowing for future alterations to
the park plan, the Commission can allow the application to move forward on schedule and
support further community input on developing a meaningful way to acknowledge and
commemorate the site’s unique historic importance to the ongoing history of the AIDS crisis.

As the site of the first AIDS ward in New York City, St. Vincent’s Hospital is considered the
epicenter of the epidemic here. Since 1981, over 100,000 New York men, women and children
have died from this non-discriminating disease. Failing to honor, acknowledge and remember
those lives, and the work done by St. Vincent’s hospital as a first-responder in the crisis, would
be a failure to recognize the crisis, its victims, and the progress made since those early years
when AIDS patients had few places to seek treatment and assistance. St. Vincent’s was on the
front lines of a battle that we continue to wage, and its great work, and the work of its staff,
must be recognized and honored in a meaningful way through the establishment of an AIDS
memorial integral to the park’s design.

There is broad-based community and city-wide support for the development of an AIDS
memorial in the new triangle open space. This support comes from many individuals,
neighbors, neighborhood institutions, community-based and national organizations and civic
leaders. A coalition of these supporters has engaged throughout the land use process in a good
faith effort to develop a memorial park at the site and integrate significant memoria! features
into the existing park plan. Community Board 2 and the Borough President have both
acknowledged the merit and feasibility of creating an AIDS Memorial at the site.

The ULURP process requires that the Commission act on the St. Vincent’s redevelopment
project today. By designating a portion of the Triangle Site as an AIDS Memorial Area in its vote

1 CENTRE STREET NEW YORKNY 10007 TEL2126657200 FAX 212669 4701 PUBADVOCATE.NYC.GOV
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and report, the Commission can allow the project to move forward while respecting the
ongoing community-based process regarding integrating a significant memorial into the park.

Sincerely,

Bill de Blasio
Public Advocate for the City of New York

1 CENTRE STREET NEW YORKNY 10007 TEL212669 7200 FAX 2126694701 PUBADVOCATE.NYC.GOV



Below is an excerpt re the proposed AIDS Memorial Park/Learning Center from the overall
recommendation issued today by Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer regarding the
overall St. Vincent’s-Rudin ULURP {11/25/11).

Tee ity or New Yorg
QFRICE 0F THE PRESIDEST
BorovGuor MaNgatray

ScoTT M. STRINGER
BOROUGH PRESIDENT

November 25, 2011

Recommendation on
ULURP Application Nos. C 120029 ZSM, C 120030 ZSM, C 120031 ZSM, C
120033 ZMM, N 120032 ZRM — Rudin West Village Project
by Rudin Management
Company, Inec.

AIDS Memorial Park Concept Alternative

Since certification, an alternative concept for the open space on the triangle site has
been presented by the Queer History Alliance. The proposal includes creating a
significant AIDS Memorial in the open space and using the existing basement under
the Triangle Site as an education and exhibition space. The Queer History Alliance
hopes to recognize the role Saint Vincent’s played in the AIDS epidemic including
opening up the first AIDS clinic in the City. The proposal does not currently include a
specific design or concept drawings as these would be developed in a future design
competition.

The AIDS epidemic has had an immeasurable effect on the lives of New Yorkers. Over
the past thirty years, more than 100,000 people in the City have been lost to this terrible
disease, most significantly in our LGBT community. But the devastating effects were
not only felt by those infected; an incalculable number of individuals dedicated their
lives to taking care of their friends and neighbors — many of whom were lost. Their
kindness not only demonstrated the resolve of the human spirit, but also what it fruly
meant to be a community.



AIDS, however, is not just a historical occurrence as over 100,000 New Yorkers are
currently living with the disease. New York City has almost three times more
HIV/AIDS case rates than the rest of the country, and the disease is the third leading
cause of death for New York City residents ages 35 to 54, after heart disease and cancer.
In 2009, gay and bisexual men still accounted for a disproportionately high percentage
(33%) of the population of people living with HIV/AIDS. However, the disease affects
all genders, races and sexual orientations. Women account for 33% of the new
HIV/AIDS cases and Blacks/African Americans account for 50% of all new AIDS
cases. Further, the epidemic is not confined by location — Manhattan, Brooklyn and the
Bronx each account for 25% of all new AIDS/HIV diagnoses, [!

It is, therefore, not only an appropriate but a laudable endeavor to find a way to
commemorate those who have been lost to, those who lived through and those who
continue to live with the epidemic. Furthermore, placing a strong emphasis on
education and awareness is critical to stopping the spread of the illness.

There is strong reason to seek an AIDS memorial and education space in New York
City. Some of the proposed alternatives could be realized in the current public process,
such as the inclusion of a memorial or commemorative feature in the Triangle open
space. Other aspects are, unfortunately, not likely in scope for review under this
application. Proposals to introduce a new use on the Triangle Site or to significantly
redesign the park after a design process will require

the modification of the special permit in a follow-up action. Additionally, any
proposed park design will have to balance the memorial features with the community’s
desired park amenities as outlined in CB2’s recommendation. As this open space is
directly linked to the development of the new residential project, all stakeholders
should work together to quickly evaluate the

feasibility of the proposal. Such an analysis should include an accurate assessment of
the overall timeline, costs and legal constraints.

‘While the need for follow-up action presents a challenge for the proposal, it also creates
opportunities. During the comment period, the Manhattan Borough President’s office
has received calls and letters in support from individuals and organizations across the
City. As the proposal is being studied, all stakeholders should continue to engage more
groups affected by AIDS ensuring that the memorial’s design, location and intent are
generated through as inclusive a process as possible.

While the feasibility of the underground space and the redesign has yet been fully
determined, the Queer History Alliance has made a compelling case for a Memorial and
AIDS education and exhibition space. As such, City agencies and relevant groups should
continue to evaluate the space as well as other potential spaces in the surrounding
community should the Triangle Site be determined infeasible. The Manhattan Borough
President’s Office is committed to working with all involved to realize this necessary
memorial to one of the most tragic epidemics to affect our City.
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As Rector of the Church of St. Luke in the Fields, T am writing to express our strong suppott for the
effort to establish the AIDS Memorial Park at the ttiangle site bounded by 12th Street, Greenwich
Avenue and Seventh Avenue.

This site is across from the former St. Vincent’s Hospital, which housed the first AIDS watd on the
East Coast, where many members of St. Luke’s died from and were treated for HIV and AIDS. One
member served as a nurse on the AIDS ward when others were unwilling, and St. Luke’s began a
visiting ministry precisely to break the isolation caused by fear and bigotty. St. Vincent’s was the place
most closely associated with the AIDS epidemic in NYC. This location, combined with the proposed
redevelopment of the campus, creates a valuable moment to honor lives lost as well as lives of setvice
lived, and to recognize the continuing impact of HIV and AIDS on our neighborhood and in our world
today. A living memorial park would connect us with our history, focus our attention for the present,
and educate, console and inspire future generations.

I hope you will want to play a role in the effort to create what could be a beautiful and open green
space to commemorate the 100,000 New Yorkers who have died from AIDS. HIV/AIDS continues to
have a tremendous impact on our City, one that desperately needs to be acknowledged and
remembered: its dead mourned, its heroic caregivers and activists celebrated, its sutvivors strengthened,
and its on-going impacts noticed and addressed. St. Luke’s continues to setve people living with HIV
and AIDS, providing a hot meal and warm community evety Saturday night. We also have expanded
our outreach to include prevention efforts, testing and support for LGBTQ young people.

This new open space planned for the Triangle Site should include significant and meaningful AIDS
memorial featutes, that are truly integrated into the park plan, that recognize the unique historic
importance of the site; it could be a place of respite and meditation, a place of pilgtimage and learning.

Again, on behalf of St. Luke’s historic ministry with and fot people with HIV and AIDS, I would like

to express our strong support for the creation of AIDS Memorial Park. This could be a beautiful and
deeply-enriching asset for our community, and the City, which is long overdue.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss futther.
Sincerely,
The Rev. Catoline Stacey

487 HUDSON STREET
O ONTW YORE NY 1001
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From: rabbi [mailto:rabbi@gcbst.org]
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2012 12:39 PM
Subject: Please help The AIDS Memorial Park Campaign

Dear Rabbinic Colleague:
Some of you may be aware of the AIDS Memorial Park Campaign

(http://aidsmemorialpark.org/), a coalition of individuals and organizations dedicated to
the recognition and preservation of the ongoing history of the AIDS crisis here in NYC.

I am an active supporter of this effort and we need your help. Iam asking colleagues to
write letters to rally support for an AIDS Memorial Park. Your support and your voice
are needed in the public deliberations over the Park. It seems unbelievable, but NYC
does not have any dedicated memorial to AIDS. This location in the Village, adjacent to
St Vincent’s is particularly appropriate. (Go to the website for more background
information).

In roughly a week, the City Planning Commission will announce its decision on The
Rudin Organization's plans for the St. Vincent's Triangle. So far they have had success in
persuading them eliminating the building which contains medical equipment from the
site, and in including space for several AIDS commemorative elements in their park
plans. The remaining hurdle is persuading them to allow space for an elevator,
ventilation, and stairs. Without that access, our plan for a below ground 10,000 square
foot learning center will not be realized. Since that educational center is integral to their
plans, it is critically important that this happen.

I myself have written letters to key officials and would ask you to do the same. Attached
you will find some background material and a sample letter. It would be very helpful if
you could assert in your own words why an AIDS memorial park is important. The City
Council will be making their decision in March, so there is still ample time to indicate
support to that body, and of course, Christine Quinn in particular.

Once you have written your letter, please send a copy to Michael Seltzer who sits on
Steering Committee of the AIDS Memorial Park. Please email copies of your letter to
him at michaelsseltzer@me.com.

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call me.
B’virkat shalom,

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum



WWAW.SNCME.OTY

Tha Academic
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Saint Vincent Catholic
Medical Center

450 W. 33 Street
12 Floor

New York, NY 10001

KW Saint Vincent
‘%!? Catholic Medical Centers

October 19, 2011

Re: Support for St. Vincent’s Memorial Park within the Rudin/North Shore-LIJ Project
Dear Speaker Quinn, Borough President Stringer, Chair Burden, Chair Hoylman and Mr. Rudin:

I write to you as the President of the Sisters of Charity of New York and Vice-Chair of the Board of
Trustees of St. Vincent’s Catholic Medical Centers.

The past few years, and especially 2010, have been a difficult time for many care giving organizations,
including the Sisters of Charity. The closing of St. Vincent’s after almost 160 years of service to the
Greenwich Village community was one of the most difficult and emotional moments in our history. The
Sisters of Charity wants the community that we humbly served to know that we did everything we could
to save the hospital. These efforts became insurmountable with the strained physical infrastructure,
deteriorating economy and a changing healthcare operating model.

While we wished for a full service hospital in the area, we are thankful that a new provider is developing a
healthcare facility anchored by an emergency department. We are confident that North Shore-LI] and
the Rudin Family will each in their own way bring many positive changes to the Village we love. Our
deepest concerns from the loss of St. Vincents are drawn from the question of who will serve those of us
who are most needy?

The Sisters of Charity established St. Vincents Hospital in Greenwich Village in 1849. The hospital’s
history was an everyday caring for the poor and the sick. In addition, the hospital setved patients and
victims of several tragedies as well as key medical history milestones, including:

1870: Providing New York City’s first ambulance setvice — a horse drawn bugpy

1900: Providing the first automotive ambulance in the U.S.

1911: Treating the survivors of the Trangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, the largest industrial fire in NYC
history

1912: Treating the 117 Survivors of the Titanic

1969: Creating, by one of its physicians, the first mobile coronary unit (crashcart) in the United States

1980s: Serving in the epicenter of the ATDS epidemic; one of the first hospitals accepting and
treating HIV patients and the pioneer in home nursing services for AIDS-afflicted persons

1993: Treating survivors of the first WI'C bombing

2001: Acting as the first response hospital for the 9/11 terrosist attacks and treating 844 survivors;
establishing a family center for more than 6,800 families searching for their loved ones

2010: Prior to its closing, providing $30 million of unreimbursed medical care annually to those
unable to pay

As one walks around Greenwich Village, it is clear that the community is proud of its history and the
small parks somehow tell a story of this great neighborhood. After the trauma of the loss of St. Vincents
passes, the Sisters of Charity hope that the hospital and its heritage will also be remembered for its
conttibutions through a respectful memorial component of the new triangle park.

Sincetely,
Sister Jane Iannucelli, SC

President, Sisters of Chatity of New York and
Vice-Chair, Saint Vincent’s Catholic Medical Center Board of Trustees



January 20, 2012

Amanda Burden

Chair of City Planning Commission
22 Reade Street

New York, NY 10007-1216

Dear Ms. Burden:

Please consider this letter expressing my heartfelt support for the proposed AIDS Memorial Park
at the triangle bounded by 12" Street, Greenwich Avenue and Seventh Avenue.

In June of 1986, as escalation of the AIDS epidemic in Greenwich Village became implacable, St.
Vincent’s Hospital and Medical Center submitted a proposal to the New York State Department
of Health for St. Vincent’s to be designated a Comprehensive AIDS Center. Serving as the
Medical Director of St. Vincent’s, I was responsible for preparing that proposal. At that time,
about 35 ATDS patients each day were hospitalized due to a terrifying array of opportunistic
infections and malignancies. In the preceding years, Sister Patrice Murphy had inspired our
hospital and community with a Supportive Care Program inclusive of hospice care for AIDS
patients and bereavement support for their care partners. Of similar vital significance to the
development of a comprehensive AIDS Center at St. Vincent’s was the collaboration and support
of Richard D. Dunne, Executive Director of Gay Mens Health Crisis, and Douglas Dortnan,
Executive Director of the AIDS Resource Center.

In the decade after opening of the Comprehensive AIDS Center at St. Vincent’s, the number of
AIDS patients hospitalized each day grew to over 120. Thousands died within a few years after
their initial illness. An associated epidemic of multidrug resistant tuberculosis added to the
gravity and mortality of the public health crisis. Slowly and painstakingly, however, through care
of patients and drug trials, effective medications for treatment of HIV infection and its
complications were identified, tested and refined. With tenacious support and leadership of the
New York State AIDS Institute, the Comprehensive AIDS Center model begun at St. Vincent’s
was widely adopted as innovative community/hospital partnerships throughout the city and state.
In this and so many other respects, New York City’s response to the AIDS epidemic was of
profound significance to the world at large.

The proposed AIDS Memorial Park will acknowledge and remember the 100,000 New Yorkers
who have died from AIDS, and celebrate our heroic caregivers and activists who led our City’s
courageous response to the epidemic. The Memorial Park will also energize our continuing
struggle to stem the impact of HIV/AIDS. Finally, I fervently hope that the Rudin Organization
will support the conversion of the 10,000 square feet space below the park for use as a learning
center to illuminate the history of our neighborhood’s and St. Vincent’s response to AIDS,

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of the AIDS Memorial Park that will bind past,
current and future generations to the history and lessons of the AIDS crisis.

Sincerely,

Lambert N. King, MD, PhD, FACP



UPPERWEST 13TH BLOCK ASSOCIATION

From: CConroyl@aol.com
Date: November 14, 2011 6:50:56 PM EST

To: bhoylman@pfnyc.org,tobibergman@gmail.com
Cc: bp@manhattanbp.org, SKhan@manhattanbp.org, BCook@manhattanbp.org, LZeng@manhatta

nbp.org, ANudelman@council.nyc.gov,ddecerbo@council.nyc.gov,wkawadler@council.nyc.gov,

duane(@nysenate, gov,laura@tomduane.com,robert@tomduane.com,glickd@assembly.state.ny.us,
robert.gottheim@mail.house. gov,amy.rutkin@mail.house.gov, HFISCHE@planning.nyc.gov

Mr. Hoylman, Chair Community Board #2

Mr. Tobi Bergman, Chair, Parks, Recreation, and Open Spaces Committee

Dear Messieurs Hoylman & Bergman,

As secretary of the Upper West 13th Street Block Association, I am writing
to express our association’s approval of the proposed AIDS Memorial Park
concept, including the basement plans for a shared community space and learning
center.

As founder and director ofMusic Gives Life, and our senior citizen
performing group, the Show Stoppers, | am acutely aware of the shortage of free
rehearsal/performance space in the West Village. Currently, St. John’s In The
Village generously allows us free rehearsal space in the morning. When I
requested space later in the day, so younger, working people could rehearse, they
reluctantly told me their space is already overbooked at that time of the day. This
new, proposed basement space could be a wonderful resource, filling this need.

Our Block Assoctation also approves of a tribute to the neighborhood's
exemplary historic, and continuing, role in responding to the AIDS/HIV pandemic.

Mr, Brad Hoylman, Chair Community Board #2

Very Sincerely,
Christina Britton Conroy
Secretary, Upper West 13th Street Block Association
42 West 13th Street #4D
New York, NY 10011-7922
212-741-1444

CConrovl{@aol.com
www.MusicGivesLife.com
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February 16, 2012

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn
New York City Council

250 Broadway

New York, NY 10007

Re: St. Vincent's Triangle Park
Dear Speaker Quinn,

The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation (GVSHP) is pleased to offer its
support for the integration of an AIDS memorial in the triangle park located adjacent to the
former St. Vincent's Hospital and now part of Rudin’s large-scaled development of the
former hospital’s East Campus. We feel that a successful design can be achieved that both
memorializes the impact of the ATDS epidemic on New York City and provides much-
needed recreational space for the surrounding community.

Given its proximity to the former St. Vincent's Hospital and the LGBT Center on West 13t
Street, the park location is an appropriate choice for an AIDS memorial, More than 100,000
New Yorkers have died from AIDS and St. Vincent’s was the epicenter of the epidemic. A
permanent memorial to reflect and honor victims, caregivers and activists is currently not
included in the proposed park design and we urge the City Council to ensure that if such a
park is built, a significant part of it be designed for this purpose.

We urge the developer to work closely with the community and all designers to create a
harmonious space worthy of both reflection and recreation, We feel that memorial elements
need not be relegated to a corner of the park and that the right design can successfully
integrate it into the broader design of the park and still fulfill community needs.

We also feel strongly that access to the park should be maintained at all corners, and that no
walls should cut off the space from the street or inhibit pedestrian traffic. We believe that
these design principles will help create a beautiful green neighborhood park, usable by all
segments of the community, while also marking and memorializing the significant history
associated with this area as it relates to the AIDS epidemic.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Singgrely,
Andrew Berman
Executive Director




GOCD RESTAURANT

Date: January 13, 2012

To: duane@nysenate.gov,laura@tomduane.com,roszkoe@nysa.us, ANudelman@council.
nyc.gov, wkawadler@council.nyc.gov,bcook@manhattanbp.org,skhan@manhattanbp.org

,gormley@cb2manhattan.org, HFISCHE@planning.nyc.gov,michaelsseltzer@me.com

Dear All,

On behalf of Good Restaurant, on Greenwich Avenue, I am writing to express my
business' strong support for the effort to establish the AIDS Memorial Park at the triangle
site bounded by 12th Street, Greenwich Avenue & 7th Avenue. We have worked directly
across the street from this triangle site, the former St. Vincent's Hospital Maintenance
building, for 13 years and the moment has finally arrived for a long-awaited, much-
needed redevelopment of an important intersection.

The significance of this location, both for it's proximity to the former St. Vincent's
Hospital (which housed the first AIDS ward in the US) as well as the proposed
redevelopment of the campus, creates an unprecedented opportunity to recognize
important history with a living memorial park.

We would be proud to play a role in the effort to create what could be a beautiful and
open green space to commemorate the thousands of New Yorkers who have died from
AIDS.

We believe the new open space planned for the triangle site should include a meaningful
AIDS memorial feature that are well integrated into the park plan.

Again, on behalf of Good, I strongly support the creation of the AIDS Memorial Park.
This could be a beautiful and enriching asset for our community & the City.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss further.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Steven Picker

Owner, Good Restaurant

89 Greenwich Avenue
212.691.8080
www.goodrestaurantNYC.com
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- Roasting Plant Coffee

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn
224 West 30th Street, Suite 1206
New York, NY 16001

February 28, 2012

Dear Speaker Quinn,

| am writing to express my strong support for the effort to establish and integrate an AIDS
Memorial Park into the plans for the triangle site bounded by 12th Street, Greenwich
Avenue and Seventh Avenue.

This site is across from the former St. Vincent's Hospital, as well as directly across the
street from my retail location, Roasting Plant Coffee. | feel that a commitment by the City
to remember all those who have fallen or'been affected by the disease, and who were -

tended to at St. Vincent's Hospital, could be best served in this jocation.

I am proud to play a role in the effort to create what could be a memorable and moving
space to commemorate the over 100,000 New Yorkers who have died from AIDS.
HIVIAIDS continues to have a tremendous impact on our City, one that desperately needs
to be acknowledged and remembered: its victims mourned, its heroic caregivers and

. activists celebrated, and its on-going impacts illuminated to help guide us on ihe path

forward.

| believe the new open space planned for the Triangle Site should include significant and
meamngful AIDS memocrial features, that are truly integrated into the park plan, that
recognize the unique historic importance of the site. This could be a beautiful and deeply~
enriching asset for our community, and the City, whlch is long overdue

Sincere{y

Michae! Caswell - L]
President ’

mcqsweﬁ@roastiﬁqpiant;ccm_
646 379 1819 \ ) ;




BARUCH COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
646-312-4471
646-312-4461 (fax)

Susan.chambre®@baruch.cuny.edu

January 12, 2012

Ms. Christine Quinn

Speaker, City Council

224 West 30th Street, Suite 1206
New York, NY 10001

Dear Speaker Quinn:
| am writing to express my strong support for the effort to establish the AIDS Memorial Park.

In my book, Fighting for Our Lives: New York’s AIDS Community and the Politics of Disease
(Rutgers University Press: 2006), | document the important response of the gay community to the
HIV epidemic. My work documents the historical importance of the proposed site which is across
from the former St. Vincent's Hospital where large numbers of many of the first AIDS cases were
treated and where one of the very first volunteer programs for AIDS patients was established.

At a time when health care workers were unwilling to even enter the rooms of people with AIDS
and food service staff sometimes left food trays in the hallway, the staff at St. Vincents showed
enormous courage and compassion in caring for the huge number of people who faced this
unknown and frightening disease.

It is not an understatement, then, to point out that no other hospital took on the symbolic
importance of St. Vincent’s. The significance of the location, coupled with the proposed
redevelopment of the campus, creates an unprecedented opportunity to recognize this
important history with a living memorial park that connects current and future generations to
the ongoing history of the AIDS Crisis and illuminates the path forward.

As both an interested citizen and a social historian, ! urge you to mark both the epidemic itself
and the important role of St. Vincents so that future generations may not forget this important
part of our city’s history.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss further.

Sincerely,

Susan M. Chambré, Professor of Sociology
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November 16, 2011

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn
224 West 30th Street, Suite 1206
New York, NY 10001

Dear Speaker Quinn,

On behalf of SAGE, [ am writing to express our organization's strong support for the
effort to establish the New York City AIDS Memorial Park at the triangle site bounded
by 12th Street, Greenwich Avenue and Seventh Avenue.

This site is across from the former St. Vincent’s Hospital, an important center of gravity
in the history of AIDS in NYC and the world. It was the first AIDS ward on the east
coast and is often referred to as the “ground zero” of the epidemic. Thousands of men
and women died or were treated there for HIV/AIDS; many more passed through to
visit sick partners, friends and family members. No other hospital took on the symbolic
importance of St. Vincent’s, the place most closely associated with the AIDS epidemic in
NYC.

As an organization dedicated to honoring the enormous contributions of our LGBT
pioneers, we are compelled to support the effort to create a beautiful and open green
space to commemorate the 100,000 New Yorkers who have died from AIDS. It has
been a seminal event in our city's history, one that desperately needs to be
remembered: its victims mourned, its heroic caregivers and activists celebrated, and
its on-going impacts illuminated to help guide us on the path forward.

In particular, we would like to emphasize our support for the learning center -
component of this project. This would allow for a beautiful interactive learning center
so that the memorial park is not only a place for commemoration, but alse a learning
space for our community.

Again, on behalf of SAGE’s many volunteers, constituents, and supporters, | am proud
to express our strong support for the NYC AIDS Memorial Park.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss further.

Sincerely,

Mila. @ 200,

Michael Adams
Executive Director

SAGE OFFICES
WASHINGTON, JCHiCAGO | HARLEM
DC
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February 27, 2012

Dear State Senator Duane, Assemblymember Glick, Speaker Quinn, Borough President
Stringer, Commissioner Burden, and CB2 Chair Hoylman:

On behalf of Love Heals, The Alison Gertz Foundation for AIDS Education, [ am
writing to express our organization’s strong support for the effort to establish the AIDS
Meinorial Park at the triangle site bounded by 12th Street, Greenwich Avenue and
Seventh Avenue.

This site is across from the former St. Vincent’s Hospital, which housed the first AIDS
ward on the east coast, and is often referred to as the “ground zero” of the epidemic.
Thousands of men and women died or were treated there for HIV/AIDS; many more
passed through to visit sick partners, friends and family members. No other hospital
took on the symbolic importance of St. Vincent’s, the place most closely associated
with the AIDS epidemic in NYC. The significance of the location, coupled with the
proposed redevelopment of the campus, creates an unprecedented opportunity to
recognize this important history with a living memorial park that connects current and
future generations to the ongoing history of the AIDS Crisis and illuminates the path
forward.

We are proud to play a role in the effort to create what could be a beautiful and open
green space to commemorate the 100,000 New Yorkers who have died from AIDS.
HIV/AIDS continues to have a tremendous impact on our City, one that desperately
needs to be acknowledged and remembered: its victims mourned, its heroic caregivers
and activists celebrated, and its on-going impacts illuminated to help guide us on the
path forward.

We believe the new open space planned for the Triangle Site should include significant
and meaningful AIDS memorial features, that are truly integrated into the park plan,
that recognize the unique historic importance of the site.

Again, on behalf of my organizations many volunteers, clients, and supporters, I am
proud to express our strong support for the creation of AIDS Memorial Park. This
could be a beautiful and deeply-enriching asset for our community, and the City, which
is long overdue.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss further.

Chnistopher hy
Deputy Diregtor



Rudin West Village LLC

Prepared Remarks of William C. Rudin, Managing Partner, Rudin West Village
Meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises
New York City Council |
March 6, 2012

Good morning and thank you Chair Weprin, Chair Comrie and Honorable Council Members for
giving us the opportunity to testify. My name is Bill Rudin and | am a Managing Partner of
Rudin West Village Associates. | am here today to provide an overview and history of our plans
to develop a new, mixed-use project on the former St. Vincent’s campus and to share the
efforts we have undertaken over the last five years — first, as a partner with St. Vincent’s and
then, as the’'owner of the campus. Following the Rudin way of development, our goal has been
to create a sustainable, comprehensive redevelopment plan that is responsive to the entire
community.

What we are going to present today — and what we are asking for your approval of — is the
product of over 70 public hearings and over 200 public meetings. It is the realization of a
successful collaboration between my family, the West Village community and its elected
leadership. We have always prided ourselves on our commitment to this city, in particular in
collaborating with the communities where we have developed our buildings. It is with that
same sense of responsibility and collaboration that we have worked with the West Village
community for nearly 5 years, its elected leadership, numerous regulatory agencies, New York
City’s labor unions, and many other stakeholders to create a very unique and dynamic
development. Which, if approved, will result in the reactivation of a site that has laid dormant
for nearly two years with a primarily residential project that will reduce the current bulk on the
east campus by approximately 86,000 square feet, will preserve 5 historic buildings through our
Landmarks Preservation Commission-approved design and will be the first LEED Neighborhood-
Development designed project in New York City if approved by the US Green Building Council.

At the triangle site across the street we will build and maintain a new $10 million, 16,500
square foot neighborhood park designed in concert with Community Board #2. From an
economic development perspective, the project will create 1,200 new construction jobs and
over 400 permanent new jobs, generate millions in new tax revenue to the City and State of
New York and create a new customer base to boost local small businesses'-- over 30 of whom
have shuttered since St. Vincent’s closed — and the City. ‘

But that’s not all this project has or will catalyze.

At the O’Toole Building, which we have donated, the North Shore-Long Island Jewish Health
System will open in 2014 a new, state-of-the-art health facility featuring a 19,000 square foot
Emergency Department {almost twice as large as the Emergency Department at St. Vincent’s).
This project was endorsed by everyone from Stephen Berger to Mayor Ed Koch to SEIU 1199



and has secured Landmarks Preservation Commission and State Department of Health
approvals to move forward.

At the New York Foundling Building located at 16" Street and 6™ Avenue, a new, 563-seat
elementary school will open in the Fall of 2014. The Foundling School — which resulted through
a financial deal brokered by the Rudin Family — also gave Foundling the capital to retain much
of its services in the community and build a new charter school in the Mott Haven section of
the Bronx.

Over the last five years, a ot has happened and | would like to take a minute to give you a brief
overview of our involvement.

In 2007, when St. Vincent’s realized that they could no longer sustain their operations and
provide the highest level of quality healthcare due to their antiquated hospital facilities, they
embarked on a master plan that would create a new hospital facility. Following a competitive
bidding process, St. Vincent’'s selected my family to develop the east campus, while they
pursued their plan to build their new facility on the O’Toole site, across the street from their
main campus, For two years we worked around the clock with St. Vincent’s and the
community to secure the approvals necessary to build a new hospital and redevelop the east
campus into a mixed-use residential project. After significant input from all the stakeholders
and many redesigns of both the hospital and east campus plans, due to their suggestions, the
Landmarks Preservation Commission approved the demolition of O’Toole under a hardship
application and approved a new hospital design. Six months later, LPC approved our design of
the east campus — which preserves four of the historic buildings. You will see a presentation of
our plan in a few minutes.

After a confluence of events, including a global meltdown in 2008, and despite the
extraordinary efforts of many to find another hospital to partner with 5t. Vincent’s, the hospital
filed for bankruptcy in April 2010 and closed shortly thereafter, shuttering over 160 years of
historic service to the West Side of New York. It was a sad and painful day for all New Yorkers.

We understood from the start of our involvement with this project that providing appropriate
healthcare to the community was the key component of our redevelopment plan. Immediately
after St. Vincent's closed, we went to work to find a financially stable health care partner that
would revitalize, as much as possible, the services that St. Vincent’s offered. Through our
efforts, we were able to attract one of the region’s preeminent healthcare providers, the North
Shore-Long Island Jewish Health System. Despite its many complexities and construction
challenges, North Shore-Ll) committed $100 million in addition to a $10 million contribution
from my family and our donation of the O’Toole building, valued at approximately $30 million.
This facility will be a state-of-the-art, 150,000 square foot Center for Comprehensive Care, will
include a 19,000 square foot, 24/7, Emergency Department, Imaging Center, Ambulatory
Surgery facility'and other services restoring over 90% of the services that were lost when St.
Vincent’s closed. Working together with North Shore-LlJ, in April 2011, we were ableto
negotiate a new contract with the estate of St. Vincent’s to purchase the entire campus and



obtained bankruptcy court approval in addition to the support of the creditors’ committees,
which included the pension guaranty trust and medical malpractice trust.

In the next few years, working in conjunction with North Shore-LIJ, a number of public benefits
will be realized as a result of this development and | want to talk about these in a little more
detail for you:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Health Care —Anchored by a new, free-standing emergency department, which wili
include an Imaging Center and Ambulatory Surgery facility {this is NOT an Urgent Care
Center; as some tried to characterize it, butis a full scale 24/7, Emergency Department —
complete with ambulance bays for patient movement) the Center for Comprehensive
Care in the historic, adaptively reused O’Toole Building is slated to open in 2014. To

- .appreciate how significant this commitment is, it is my understanding that in the last

decade, 14 hospitals have closed citywide; many more consolidations are being planned
yet only Greenwich Village can claim this ievel of resolution to address healthcare ioss.

.{More details about the Center for Comprehensive Care are located in your briefing

book and representatives from North Shore-LlJ are here today to answer any specific
questions you might have). It is also important to note that the closure of §t. Vincent’s
resulted in the creation of 2 new, modern, HIV/AIDS clinics in the neighborhood,
including the St. Luke’s — Roosevelt Hospital clinic, which is located on 17" St. and is the
largest in New York state at approximately 19,000 square feet and the Mt. Sinai
Comprehensive Health Program-Downtown, located at 275 Seventh Avenue (between
25th and 26" Street) on the 12th floor.

Historic Preservation — As | mentioned before, our design was approved by the
Landmarks Preservation Commission in July 2009 after five redesigns and over a year
and a half of hearings and meetings. As a result, we are preserving 5 of the historic
buildings on the campus and will deliver a project that is 18% less bulky than what
currently exists. ‘

A New, $10 million, Green Neighborhood Park — Working with Community Board 2 and
local stakeholders, we have formulated a design for a new 16,500 square foot
neighborhood park at the triangle site, and have committed to its building and
maintenance. The design has received unanimous approval by the Community Board,
the Manhattan Borough President’s office, City Planning and the Landmarks
Preservation Commission. From the outset of the design of this new park we have -
committed to the community and the elected officials our desire to incorporate
appropriate memorialization of the history of St. Vincent’s and its 160 year service to
our city, which includes its roles in the Titanic, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, 9/11
and the HIV/Aids crisis. Today, | reinforce our commitment to work with the
stakeholders on final components of the design.

Education — Responding to the needs of the community and the desire to create more
public school seats, we undertook an extraordinary effort to help create a new, 563-



seat, pre-K through 5the grade, elementary school, which is scheduled to open at the
site of the Foundling Hospital for the 2014 school year. Rudin provided a significant
financial backstop to help the School Construction Authority gain control of the site. In
addition, the Foundling hospital services will remain in the community. You should also’
note that the Foundling has created a-new charter school in the Bronx with some of the
proceeds of this sale.

5) Environmental Sustainability — we will be applying to be certified by thé U.S. Green
Building Council under its new, LEED-Neighborhood Development category, and if
approved, will be the city’s first development to achieve LEED Nelghborhood
Development status. :

6) Economic Development - If you look at the site today, you will'see a'void in the fabric of
Greenwich Village: empty buildings; boarded up windows; and the loss of more than 30
+ small businesses in the area that had relied on the activity of St. Vincent’s. Our project
will generate a new customer base for these small businesses and create 1,200 new
construction jobs and over 400 permanent new jobs. In addition, badly needed new tax
revenue for the City and State of New York will be generated with the reactlvatlon of
this abandoned site.

Finally, | would be remiss in not acknowledging the important fact that this package of
benefits could never have been achieved without the efforts and hard work of Manhattan
Community Board 2, its local elected officials including local Councit Member and Speaker
Christine Quinn, the Landmarks Preservation Commission, Manhattan Borough President
Scott Stringer who recommended approval of our project, the City Planning Commission,
our team and the thousands of residents and workers who have weighed in on this project.
It’s also important to note this project has been approved and reviewed by numerous
federal, state and local governmental bodies including: the NY City Bankruptcy court, the NY
State Attorney General’s office, the NY State Supreme Court, the NY State Department of
Health, New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, Manhattan Borough PreS|dent S
Office and the City Plannlng Commission of New York.-

Following the Rudin way'O’f commitment to our city, my uncle Jack, my cousins, Eric,
Madeleine and Kathy, my sister, Beth, my daughter, Samantha, my son, Michael, and | are
proud of what we have accomplished and what we are presenting to you today. We have
faced many hurdles and complexities but have persevered; as we believe that what we are
creating will have a positive, long-term impact, not only for the West Vlllage but for the
entire c:ty :

We hope you agree with us and I'm happy to take any questions you may have.

It is now my pleasure to introduce Dan Kaplan, the architect of the project.



