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INTRODUCTION


On March 1, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold an oversight hearing to examine the ability of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC” or “the Commission”) to inspect vehicles licensed by the Commission at the TLC’s Woodside, Queens inspection facility.  Specifically, recent concerns have been raised by the for-hire vehicle industry about the TLC’s ability to inspect vehicles in a timely manner.  Invitees include Commissioner David Yassky, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission, representatives of both the taxi and for-hire vehicle industry, as well as other interested members of the public.  
BACKGROUND

NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission

The TLC was created in 1971 to handle the licensing and regulating of New York City’s medallion taxicabs, for-hire vehicles (“FHVs”), commuter vans, paratransit vehicles (ambulettes) and luxury limousines.
  The TLC oversees nearly 50,000 vehicles, 100,000 drivers, and more than 13,000 medallion taxicabs and it also inspects the medallion taxicabs for safety and emissions and holds hearings regarding violations of its rules and regulations. 

New York State Department of Motor Vehicle Inspections

In accordance with Section 301 of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law (“VAT”), the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”) requires every motor vehicle registered in New York State to have an annual safety inspection regarding the vehicle brakes, steering mechanism, wheel alignment, lights, the readiness of the  inflatable  restraint system, the correct  installation  of an  air  contaminant emission system, and a vehicle emissions inspection in consultation with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“DEC”) rules.

TLC Vehicle Inspections


Before any licensed TLC taxicab can operate on the road it has to pass 1) a TLC inspection to verify compliance with the inspection items required by section 301 of the VAT, 2) a visual inspection of the interior and exterior of the taxicab to verify compliance with the rules of the TLC, for example, that the taxicab has the required TLC license plates, partitions, and decals, and 3) an inspection to verify compliance with any other applicable laws, rules and requirements.
 If a taxicab fails any component of an inspection, it must be re-inspected until it passes all components of the inspection.
  A TLC licensed taxicab has to pass inspection every four months, i.e. three times per year, and at any other such time that the Commission deems necessary.


The TLC issues a license to for-hire vehicles for only a two year period.
 The inspection requirements for a new TLC licensed for-hire vehicle are that the vehicle must pass 1) the vehicle inspection requirements set forth in said section 301 of the VTL, 2) a visual inspection of the interior and exterior of the vehicle to verify compliance with TLC rules, for example to ensures, that registration stickers and license plates are properly affixed and that the camera system is  in working order, and 3) an inspection to verify compliance with any other applicable laws, rules and requirements.
  Once licensed by the TLC, for-hire vehicles are required by TLC Rule §59A-26 to undergo “tri-annual” DMV inspections, i.e. three times per year. 

Currently, any vehicle applying for a new TLC license or for a TLC license renewal, including taxicabs or for-hire vehicles, must pass inspection at the TLC’s Woodside, Queens inspection facility.
  Until recently, however, FHVs were inspected at DMV inspection locations. Since September 1, 2009, the TLC requires that all new vehicle license applicants be inspected at the Woodside facility.
  For TLC license renewals, the TLC now requires all for-hire vehicles be inspected at the Woodside facility since February 1, 2010.

Concerns about Inspection Wait-Times

The owners of for-hire vehicles that operate out of Staten Island claim that they have been “unfairly burdened” by the TLC’s requirement that all FHVs have to undergo an inspection at Woodside.
  Specifically, local car service owners on Staten Island have voiced concerns about the cost of traveling from Staten Island to Queens because of the high price of gasoline, the time and income lost by drivers who travel to Queens for inspections, and the cost of the tolls on the Verrazano Bridge.
 According to some of the Staten Island drivers, wait times of about four to five hours are very common at Woodside.
 There has also been anecdotal evidence of long wait times for inspections at the TLC’s Woodside facility from owners of FHVs operating from other boroughs. 

FHV owners in Staten Island have asked the TLC to consider opening a second inspection center on Staten Island to ease the burden for FHVs in the borough. However, according to the TLC the cost of building a second inspection facility is cost prohibitive as there is no money in the TLC’s budget for constructing another inspection facility.  According to the TLC, recent improvements at their Woodside facility have reduced the average wait time for FHVs to under an hour.  
CONCLUSION


The TLC’s requirement that all vehicles undergo inspection exists to ensure the safety of the taxicab and livery fleet on New York City streets.  However, recent concerns have been raised about the TLC’s ability to inspect for-hire vehicles in a timely manner at their Woodside, Queens’ inspection facility.  This hearing will examine the TLC’s existing procedures for vehicle inspections and seek to explore methods to alleviate the long wait-times for inspections at the Woodside facility. 
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