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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the affixing of adhesive stickers to motor vehicles.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter two of title 19 by adding a new section 19-214. 
INTRODUCTION

On November 1, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 546, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the affixing of adhesive stickers on motor vehicles.  This bill would prohibit the Department of Transportation (DOT) or any other city agency to place an adhesive or similar type sticker on any motor vehicle without the consent of the owner of the vehicle unless the person has been found liable for an offense. 

This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Witnesses expected to provide testimony at the hearing include DOT representatives, as well as interested community and civic leaders. 

BACKGROUND

Department of Transportation

DOT employs over 4,000 workers who manage approximately 5,800 miles of streets, sidewalks, and highways and 789 bridges, including six tunnels.
   DOT staff installs and maintains over 1.3 million street signs, traffic signals at more than 11,900 signalized intersections, over 300,000 streetlights, 69 million linear feet of markings, and approximately 63,000 parking meters.
   Under the New York City Charter, DOT is charged with the responsibility of paving, repaving, resurfacing, and repairing all public roads.   Additionally the Charter also grants DOT the authority to create regulations regarding the parking, standing and stopping of vehicles.
 
Notification Stickers

New York City Traffic Rules Section 4-08(a)(10) authorizes the New York City Fire Department (“FDNY”), DOT, the Department of Sanitation (“DSNY”), MTA New York City Transit (“NYCT”) Traffic Managers, and Traffic Enforcement Agents (“TEAs”) to place a notification sticker on any vehicle caught stopping, standing or parked in any location prohibited by sign or rule.
  Enforcement agents are authorized to place a sticker on the window of a vehicle in violation of traffic rules.
  The dimensions of the sticker are required to be 8 ½ inches by 11 inches. The sticker has to mention in writing that the vehicle in in violation of New York City Traffic Rules and mention the city agency that issued the notification sticker.

The city first began issuing notification stickers to vehicles parked in violation of street cleaning regulations in 1987, as part of a pilot program conducted by the DSNY.
  The scope of the program was limited to several New York City neighborhoods, including those surrounding Columbia University in Manhattan and the Park Slope and Red Hook sections of Brooklyn.
 The following year, DSNY deemed the pilot program a success and began to issue notification stickers citywide.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 546 would amend chapter two of title 19 by adding a new section 19-214, entitled “Adhesive stickers prohibited.”  New section 19-214 would prohibit the DOT or any other City agency from affixing an adhesive sticker or a sticker with any substance meant to be sticky, to a motor vehicle without the consent of the owner unless a judgment or finding of guilt was previously rendered against either the vehicle or the owner of the vehicle relating to the vehicle in an administrative tribunal or court within New York City, and a related civil penalty, fine or judgment is outstanding. 
Section two of Int. No. 546 states that the local law takes effect immediately upon enactment. 

Int. No. 546

By Council Members Greenfield, James and Lander 

 A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the affixing of adhesive stickers on motor vehicles.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-214 to read as follows:
§19-214 Adhesive stickers prohibited. Neither the department nor any other city agency shall affix an adhesive sticker, or a sticker with any other substance meant to be sticky, to any motor vehicle without the consent of the owner unless a judgment or a finding of guilt for an infraction or violation has been rendered against such vehicle or the owner of such vehicle relating to such vehicle in an administrative tribunal or court located within the city of New York, and an outstanding civil penalty, fine or judgment relating to such infraction or violation is unsatisfied.  This section shall not apply where the affixing of such a sticker or other such substance is required due to other laws or as a matter of public safety.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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�   Information retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/dotdoes.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/dotdoes.shtml�, last accessed on October 27, 2011. 
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� Title 34, Department of Transportation, Chapter 4, Traffic Rules, § 4-08(a)(10).


� Id.


� Id.


� “Ugly Stickers Are Tried To Clear Path For Sweeper”, New York Times, March 31, 1987, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/31/nyregion/ugly-stickers-are-tried-to-clear-path-for-sweeper.html" �http://www.nytimes.com/1987/03/31/nyregion/ugly-stickers-are-tried-to-clear-path-for-sweeper.html� 
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