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SERGEANT AT ARMS: This is sound check on 

Committee on Consumer Worker Protection.  Today is 

May 19th, 2026.  We are in HR2. It – recorded by 

Roman Petrov.  Good morning.  And welcome to today's 

New York City Council vote on the Committee on 

Consumer and Worker Protection.  At this time, during 

today's vote, no one may approach the dais.  Please 

silence any electronic devices that you may have.  

Chair, you may begin. 

CHAIR EPSTEIN: All right.  Thank you. Good 

morning, everyone.  I'm Harvey Epstein, Chair, 

Consumer Worker Protection.  Thank you for saying 

good morning. 

UNIDENTIFIED: A lot of people say good 

morning. 

CHAIR EPSTEIN: I, I know.  Right, exactly.  

I like that.  Thank you.  Uh, thanks for directing 

the Committee today.  Uh, we're– I have one bill; 

it’s 837-A, sponsored by Council Member Salam.  Uh, 

we have two new members, uh, uh, Council Member 

Schulman and Council Member Wilson.  Um, thank you 

for joining our committee.  And Council Member 
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Wilson, thank you for joining our body.  Um, and 

along with them, we have, uh, Councilman De La Rosa, 

Aldebol (sic), Brewer, and Ossé.  And we have, uh, 

Ariola on Zoom.  Uh, so each year about a million, a 

millions of people around the world travel Saudi 

Arabia for Hajj and on Umrah pimoltrih - 

pilgrimages.  I don't know why I can't say that word 

well.  Um, there's an online system that the Saudi 

Arabian government runs for official bookings.  

Unfortunately, there are scams that happen for 

people all over the country and all over the world.  

This bill would direct Department of Consumer 

Affairs or Worker Protection to establish and 

intimant– implement, uh, ongoing outreach and 

education program for residents in New York around 

the scams.  And so that's the bill.  If there's any 

questions from any of the members here– otherwise, 

we can go to a vote.  All right.  Good.  Right to 

the vote. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN:  Thank you.  

Good morning.  William Martin, Committee Clerk, roll 
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call vote, Committee on Consumer and Worker 

Protection on Introduction 837A. Chair Epstein? 

CHAIR EPSTEIN: Yes. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN: Brewer? 

COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN: Thank you.  De La 

Rosa? 

COUNCIL MEMBER DE LA ROSA: Yes. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN:  Hanks?  Krishnan?  

Jose? 

COUNCIL MEMBER JOSE: I vote aye. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN: Shuman? 

COUNCIL MEMBER SHUMAN: Aye. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN:  Banks?  Aldebol? 

COUNCIL MEMBER ALDEBOL: Aye. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN:  Wilson? 

COUNCIL MEMBER WILSON: Aye. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN:  Ariola? 

COUNCIL MEMBER ARIOLA: I vote aye. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN:  Thank you, 

Council Member.  With a vote of 8 in the affirmative, 

0 in the negative, and no abstentions, item has been 
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adopted by the Committee.  All right.  Again, I– 

again, a couple more minutes.  The Council Member 

Banks is very close.  So, uh– sorry about that, 

folks.  And Mr. Banks is with us.  Continuation roll 

call, Committee on Consumer and Worker Protection.  

Council Member Banks? 

vote? 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN: Council Member? 

UNIDENTIFIED:  Chris, did you 

COUNCIL MEMBER BANKS: Aye. 

COMMITTEE CLERK MARTIN:  Thank you.  

Voter is now 9 in the affirmative, 0 in the 

negative, and no abstentions.  

CHAIR EPSTEIN:  Thank you, everyone.  

Meeting adjourned. 
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