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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HOUSING 2

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: This is a microphone
check for the Committee on Public Housing recorded on
October 29, 2025, by Nazly Paytuvi in Hearing Room 2.

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Good morning. Settle
down, please. Thank you.

Welcome to today's New York City Council
vote for the Committee on Public Housing.

At this time, please silence all
electronic devices.

No one may approach the dais.

Chair, we are ready to begin.

CHAIRPERSON BANKS: Thank you. I'm calling
this meeting to order. [GAVEL] Good morning,
everyone, and welcome to this hearing of the
Committee on Public Housing of the City Council. I am
Council Member Chris Banks, the Chair of the Public
Housing Committee, and I am glad to be joined by my
Colleagues, Chi 0Ossé, Council Member Bottcher,
Council Member Avilés, Council Member Salamanca,
Council Member Sanchez, and Council Member Brannan.

I'd like to thank you all for attending
this meeting to vote on an important bill, Proposed

Intro. 111-A, sponsored by our very own Council
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HOUSING 3
Member Avilés, in relation to reporting on vacant
NYCHA dwelling units.

We live in a time when transparency and
oversight are more important than ever. For NYCHA,
this rings especially true because of the service it
provides. Affordable housing is increasingly
necessary as the cost of living in our city is on the
rise, and folks face larger threats of homelessness
as a result. Gaining a deeper understanding of what
NYCHA does with its vacant apartments is a step
towards helping people obtain much-needed housing
sooner rather than later. The bill being voted on
today would allow for more insight into the status of
NYCHA's vacancies. The Proposed Intro. would require
the mayor or an agency or office designated by the
mayor to publish online and submit to the Council an
annual report on NYCHA dwelling units that were
vacant during the previous calendar year. The first
report is due no later than March 1, 2027, and would
require information including the number of vacant
dwelling units located in seniors-only developments,
a number of units testing positive for hazardous
substances, and important metrics such as the average

length of time a unit has been vacant, reasons for
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HOUSING 4
vacancies, as well as NYCHA's efforts to promptly
fill a vacant unit.

This bill came from the efforts that
preceded my time as Chair of this Committee, from the
prevalence of NYCHA residents, advocates, and
community leaders who refused to give up on improving
NYCHA and creating an equitable future for NYCHA's
residents. I am proud to vote aye on this bill, as we
have today, and I look forward to my Colleagues doing
the same.

I will now turn it over to Council Member
Avilés to give a statement about her bill.

COUNCIL MEMBER AVILES: Good morning, and
thank you, Chair Banks, for bringing this legislation
forward.

We are very proud of the gains that we've
made through this legislation, much of which you have
just outlined for us. During a housing crisis for New
York City, the fact that the New York City Housing
Authority would be sitting on upwards of 6,000 units,
in some cases 10,000 units, is truly obscene. We do
understand that the Housing Authority has been
defunded over the years, and this is a critical

housing stock for our city, but if we would like to
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HOUSING 5
earnestly address the housing crisis in New York
City, there is no way you can look away from this
housing stock that remains vacant. So, I'm just
deeply grateful to all my Colleagues, to the NYCHA
residents who have insisted on accountability and
transparency, and certainly to our NYCHA colleagues
who are, in fact, trying to do the right thing by New
York City residents, but transparency is very
critical in this nature, and so I want to thank my
colleagues, obviously encourage you to vote aye, to
bring us a step closer to ensuring that NYCHA
residents who are seeking transfers can get those
transfers, residents who need homes can get those
homes, so thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON BANKS: Thank you, Council
Member Avilés.

I will now turn it over to the Clerk to
call the roll.

COMMITTEE CLERK WILLIAM MARTIN: Good
morning. William Martin, Committee Clerk. Roll call
vote, Committee on Public Housing. Proposed
Introduction 111-A.

Chair Banks.

CHAIRPERSON BANKS: Aye.
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HOUSING 6

COMMITTEE CLERK WILLIAM MARTIN:

Salamanca.
COUNCIL MEMBER SALAMANCA: Aye on all.
COMMITTEE CLERK WILLTIAM MARTIN: Brannan.
COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNAN: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK WILLIAM MARTIN: Avilés.
COUNCIL MEMBER AVILES: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK WILLIAM MARTIN: Bottcher.
COUNCIL MEMBER BOTTCHER: Aye.
COMMITTEE CLERK WILLTAM MARTIN: Mealy.
Ossé.

COUNCIL MEMBER OSSE: I vote aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK WILLIAM MARTIN: Sanchez.

COUNCIL MEMBER SANCHEZ: Aye.

COMMITTEE CLERK WILLIAM MARTIN: Won.

With a vote of seven in the affirmative,
zero in the negative, and no abstentions, item has
been adopted by the Committee.

CHAIRPERSON BANKS: Thank you, and
congratulations again, Council Member Avilés.

This meeting is now adjourned. [GAVEL]




CERTTIZFTICATE

World Wide Dictation certifies that the

foregoing transcript is a true and accurate

record of the proceedings. We further certify that

there is no relation to any of the parties to

this action by blood or marriage, and that there

is interest in the outcome of this matter.

' t&““ :

‘
»

£0

BT

Date November 3, 2025




