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Why La Esquina’s Sidewalk Café License Should Not Be Renewed

1. This high volume celebrity hotspot, which has put inordinate strain on its residential
neighbors, has refused to honor the terms of its October 13, 2009 agreement with the
New York City Council, and it has furthermore refused to comply with the February 17,
2011 directive of CB2 to comply with such terms or “eliminate the sidewalk café
altogether” (CB2 2/17/11 resolution, unanimously endorsed by full board, 41 members
present);

2. La Esquina “began violating their sidewalk café permit almost immediately after
receiving it by hosting street parties around sports events with outdoor speakers and
televisions” (CB2 2/17/11 resolution) (please see documents in Council/Land Use record
from the October 2009 call up by then-Councilmember Alan J. Gerson);

3. La Esquina has been shuttered by the City four times: once in August 2007 by a MARCH
task force operation, a second time in March 2008 by a second MARCH task force
operation (see Council/Land Use file for DOB, DEP, SLA, and Sanitation violations); a
third time in May 2010 by the DOB (see 3 DOB violations for failure to comply with exit
requirements [illegal egress], failure to comply with height and area limitations [fire
district], failure to comply with required separation of occupancies in a mixed-use
building), and a fourth time in August 2010 by the DOH for 64 violation points;

4. Noise and lllegal Parking (tailgate parties around illegally parked stretch limos) wreak
- havoc on the quality of life of residents (12 confirmed 311 complaints since October
2009);

Other Violations Since Qctober 2009:

a) DOB violation: no public assembly permit 12/1/2009; '

b} Exhaust from vent on east side of first floor roof: 1 DEP violation 12/7/09; 2 DOB
violations 1/11/2010, 5/7/2010: see photos from late July 2010: condition persists
until the present, never cured;

¢) Disciplinary Penalties from the SLA, on calendar for 3/3/2010 for $1,500; on calendar
for 7/7/201 for $7,500;

Concordance of New Violations Presented Since October 2009: 6 DOB, 1 DEP, 2 SLA, 10
confirmed 311 noise complaints, 2 confirmed 311 illegal parking complaints

Final Concern: Community Never Informed of Private Letter Agreement Between
Councilmember Chin and La Esquina; Community Found Out About City Council Hearing Only
By Chance, Was Made No Part of Discussion Between Councilmember Chin’s Staff and La
Esquina’s Attorney/Lobbyist o



La Esquina

June 21st, 2011

Councilmember Mark Weprin
73-03 Bell Boulevard
Oakland Gardens, New York 11364

Councilmember Margaret Chin
645 Park Row, Suite 11
New York, NY 10007

Dear Councilmembers Weprin & Chin:

I am submitting this letter to indicate that we recognize and accept all of the conditions
set down in regards to our application for a license for a sidewalk café.

We acknowledge the prior stipulations established by this Council, as well as the more
recent correspondence between Courncilmember Chin’s office and the Community Board.
Given the above, we agree to the sidewalk café and stipulations below.

For Corner Deli, d/b/a La Esquina, 106 Kenmare Street, Manhattan, Block:?; Lot:?;
Police Precinct:1, with 8 tables & 26 seats, DCA# 1227042, we agree to the
conditions set out below:

1)
2)

3)
4)

3)

6)
7

8)

Close sidewalk café at 11:00 pm on Friday - Saturday nights.

Sunday ~ Thursday nights, the cafe will have last seating at 9:15pm, will.
remove tables & chairs as patrons vacate their tables and will close by no
later than 10: 30pm and will not permit people to remain on the café
sidewalk premises after the closure hour;

The outdoor takeout window is to be used at all open times by delivery
personnel only and close at 9:30 pm;

There will be at least 1 security personnel on duty at all times when the
sidewalk café is open; Owner shall maintain at least one person present at
front of the establishment ;

Training will take place for security team as well as managerial staff to
focus on outdoor activity;

Windows should be kept closed;

Re-examine queuing systems to move people off street as quickly as
possible;

Meet with Friends of Petrosino Park or an organization designated by
Community Board 2 [“CB 2”], to the extent that CB 2 decides to
participate, as needed to discuss issues of operation;



9 Garbage will not be placed on sidewalk before 10:00 pm until crowds
disperse;

10)  Continue compliance with existing city restrictions on live music,

. amplified audio or video usage anywhere on the sidewalk;

11)  Close restaurant no later than 2:00 am;

12)  The owner agrees that the above conditions will be maintained throughout
the expiration of their sidewalk café permit unless the Owner seeks and
receives any amendments to the permit with the support of the
Councilmember, or at the initiation of the Councilmember in consultation
with the Community Board.

By this letter and my signature below, I hereby agree to comply with all of the
stipulations and restrictions on this permit that are set forth above.

Corner Deli, I.LC, dba La Esquina

MANASING  MEMBER



