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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department of Finance to dismiss parking violations issued for the failure to display a muni-meter receipt if the driver provides a valid receipt from the time the ticket was issued
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-167.2 to title 19.

INTRODUCTION


On June 22, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 301, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department of Finance to dismiss parking violations issued for the failure to display a muni-meter receipt if the driver provides a valid receipt from the time the ticket was issued.  This legislation would establish the affirmative defense of presenting a valid muni-meter receipt in response to a notice of violation for the failure to display such a receipt. Those invited include Commissioner of Transportation Janette Sadik-Khan, various civic groups and transportation advocates.  

BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 5,800 miles of streets, highways and 790 bridges structures, including six tunnels. DOT is also responsible to installing street parking meters and currently approximately 63,000 parking meters in New York City.
 In order to improve the operability of parking meters and to reduce vandalism against parking meters, DOT has initiated the process of installing multi-space parking meters, also known as muni-meters. Muni-meters are known to have fewer breakdowns and are less susceptible to vandalism and damage.
 

 
Since FY 2007 the percentage of parking spaces that have muni-meters has gone up from 25.5 percent in FY 2007 to 40.9 percent in FY 2010
.


While the use of muni-meters is expected to reduce the problem of inoperable and damaged parking meters, there are still complaints of broken muni-meters. In 2010, there were 9,813 reports to 311 of damaged or defective muni-meters
.


Int. No. 301 is intended to protect motorists who are issued parking tickets for inadvertently not displaying a muni-meter receipt. The bill would mandate the showing of a valid muni-meter receipt or other proof of payment of the metered fare as an affirmative defense at the Parking Violations Bureau to a charge of failing to pay the metered parking fare.
ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 301 would add a new section 19-167.2 to the Administrative Code entitled “Failure to display a muni-meter receipt.”   
Subdivision a of new section 19-167.2 would define “muni-meter” as an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that are to be displayed conspicuously on a vehicle’s dashboard.  
Subdivision b of new section 19-167.2 indicates that subject to the provisions of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, it shall be an affirmative defense to present in person or by mail a valid muni-meter timed receipt purchased for a certain duration of time, in response to a notice of violation for failure to display a muni-meter receipt for the same duration.  

Section 2 of Int. No. 301 would provide that this local law take effect immediately. 
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A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department of Finance to dismiss parking violations issued for the failure to display a muni-meter receipt if the driver provides a valid receipt from the time the ticket was issued. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-167.2 to read as follows: 

§19-167.2  a.  Failure to display a muni-meter receipt.  For purposes of this section, the term “muni-meter” shall mean an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle’s dashboard.

b. Notwithstanding any rule or regulation to the contrary, but subject to the provisions of the vehicle and traffic law, in cases where a notice of violation was issued to an owner of a vehicle for the failure to display a muni-meter receipt reflecting the period of parking time purchased for such vehicle,  the presentation, in person or by mail, of a valid receipt  from  the  time the ticket was issued, or other suitable evidence as determined by the hearing officer or hearing examiner, shall be an affirmative defense to such notice of violation.


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately. 
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Reintroduction (Int. 897-2008)

� “Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report” p. 55 (February, 2010)
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