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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing for an electronic signature for persons who contest a parking ticket online.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision a of section 19-203

INTRODUCTION


On June 22, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 609, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the parking violations bureau to accept electronic signatures in proceedings conducted online. Those invited include Commissioner of Transportation Janette Sadik-Khan, and various civic groups and transportation advocates.  

BACKGROUND

The Department of Finance (“DOF”) is responsible for collecting City revenues efficiently and fairly. In the first four months of FY 2011, approximately 3.3 million parking summonses were issued, with 39.7 percent of summonses being paid online.
 The percentage of summonses paid online has grown from 26 percent in FY 2008 to 34.8 percent in FY 2010.
  In 2009, DOF introduced the ability for motorists to dispute their summonses online.


Motorists wishing to challenge a parking ticket have to request a hearing before the Parking Violations Bureau (‘”PVB”), a division within the Department of Finance.  The contestant may request a hearing by mail, a hearing my web, or in-person hearing.


Int. No. 609 mandates that an electronic signature must be allowed when a parking ticket is challenged through a hearing by web.  

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 609 would amend section 19-203 to the Administrative Code entitled “Functions, powers and duties of the parking violations bureau.”   

The amended subdivision a of section 19-203 would require the parking violations bureau to accept electronic signatures from persons contesting parking violation tickets in online proceedings.

Section 2 of Int. No. 609 would provide that this local law take effect 60 days after it is enacted into law. 

Int. No. 609
By Council Members Rivera, Brewer, Cabrera, Dromm, Fidler, Jackson, Lander, Williams and Koo

A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing for an electronic signature for persons who contest a parking ticket online.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subdivision a of Section 19-203 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

 
§  19–203  Functions, powers and duties of the parking violations bureau. The parking violations bureau shall have the following functions, powers and duties: 

    
a.  To accept pleas to, and to hear and determine, charges of parking violations; provided that where proceedings regarding parking violations are considered online, the proceedings must allow for the use of an electronic signature for persons who contest a parking ticket;
    § 2.  This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment into law.
    
LS#1996

BBB

3/30/2011

� Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report p. 180 (February, 2011)


� Ibid 


� Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report p. 159 (February, 2010)





PAGE  
4

