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TITLE:
   


AN ACT  to authorize the City of New York to discontinue certain land as parkland and alienate such land for purposes of such consolidation project, in accordance with and subject to a memorandum of understanding; and to amend chapter 345 of the laws of 1968, relating to establishing a United Nations development district, in relation to an additional reuse project and consolidation project for the United Nations ; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof 
BACKGROUND

This legislation seeks to authorize the City of New York to alienate a portion of parkland below the United Nations for purposes of a project that would allow the  United Nations to consolidate its offices.  In accordance with and subject to a memorandum of understanding and the State law creating the United Nations Development District  to amend Chapter 345 of the laws of 1968  to provide for the consolidation project. 

According to the Memorandum of Support ( MIS),  the United Nations needs a new building in order to facilitate the renovation of their existing campus  and ultimately the consolidation of their offices.  The legislation would provide authorizations to the United Nations Development Corporation and the City of New York that are necessary to facilitate the new building.  

According to the MIS, the continuing presence of the United Nations in Manhattan is of local, national and international importance and the important public purposes are served by providing for the facility, space and security needs of the United Nations permanent headquarters, which serves as the home of the world community.  The proposed amendments will allow the project to become subject to ULURP, which would permit hearings at community boards and borough presidents meetings and final approval by the Council. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

This legislation will authorize the City to discontinue use as a parkland of a parcel located south of the United Nations and transfer the land to the United Nations Development Corporation. The park alienation in the area beginning at the Northwest corner of forty-second street and United Nations Plaza, running westerly along forty-fifth street a distance of one hundred feet, running northerly parallel to the United Nations Plaza.  This bill would condition the transfer of the parcel on the completion and signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Mayor, the temporary president of the Senate, and the Speaker of the Assembly after consultation with the members of the Senate, the Assembly and the City Council representing the area in which the parkland is described. The Memorandum of Understanding would have to provide for the resources that would replace the parkland authorized to be alienated by the legislation  and provide that portion of the proceeds from a potential sale by the City of One and Two United Nations Plaza be used to fund a walking and bike path along the East River or other parkland.   The bill will also amend the chapter of law that established the United Nations development district for the purpose of creating and facilitating the United Nations 42nd Street consolidation project.  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Fiscal Impact Statement
EFFECTIVE DATE:
This Act shall take effect immediately and if and when the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is completed and signed . The Mayor of the City of New York shall notify the legislative bill drafting commission upon completion and signing of the MOU as provided in the bill. The provisions of this act shall expire and be deemed repealed if on or before October 10, 2011 , the MOU has not been completed and signed as provided in this legislation. 
