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INTRODUCTION 
	On December 4, 2023, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct an oversight hearing entitled: DOT Transparency and Notice Requirements. In addition, the Committee will hear: Int. No. 172, sponsored by Council Member Crystal Hudson, in relation to notification and community input regarding designation of, removal of and changes to open streets; Int. No. 810, sponsored by Council Member Erik Bottcher, in relation to newsrack requirements and to repeal and replace subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York; Int. No. 922, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to notification of the removal of parking spaces; Int. No. 1030, sponsored by Council Member Nantasha Williams, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website; Int. No. 1033, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and certain bicycle lane projects and to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects; and Int. No. 1120, sponsored by Council Member David Carr, in relation to requiring a raised speed reducer feasibility assessment at speed camera locations. Those invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (NYC) Department of Transportation (DOT), street safety advocates, transportation advocates, news media companies and others.



BACKGROUND
DOT
DOT’s goal is to provide for safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible movement of people and goods in NYC.[footnoteRef:2] Among other goals, DOT works to improve traffic mobility throughout NYC; maintain NYC’s infrastructure; encourage mass transit use and the use of other modes of transportation other than private vehicles; and provide traffic safety educational programs.[footnoteRef:3] DOT manages an annual operating budget of $1.4 billion and a ten-year $33 billion capital program, along with 6,300 miles of streets and highways, over 12,000 miles of sidewalk, and approximately 800 bridges and tunnels.[footnoteRef:4] DOT’s staff also installs and maintains nearly one million street signs, 13,250 signalized intersections, over 315,000 street lights, over 350 million linear feet of markings, and 2,600 automated enforcement cameras.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  NYC Department of Transportation (DOT), About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ] 

Among its many roles, DOT is tasked with ensuring street safety through the implementation of street infrastructure improvements; managing specific programs/projects, including the Open Streets Program and bike lane projects; overseeing newsracks within the City; and regulating parking. All the while, the public expects accountability and transparency from City agencies, which includes garnering input from the community and providing notice of specific changes to projects or programs. 


Street Safety and Vision Zero 
Since 2014, NYC has instituted Vision Zero, a citywide initiative that seeks to improve the safety of its streets throughout every neighborhood and in every borough.[footnoteRef:6] First launched under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, the initiative includes: expanded enforcement against dangerous moving violations, such as speeding and failing to yield to pedestrians; new street designs and configurations; broad public outreach and communication; and legislation to increase penalties for dangerous drivers.[footnoteRef:7] Vision Zero rests on the belief that deaths and serious injuries in traffic incidents are not inevitable “accidents,” but preventable crashes that can be reduced through engineering, enforcement, and education.[footnoteRef:8] Traffic fatalities in NYC have fallen significantly since 1990, from 701 in 1990 to 381 in 2000 to an all-time low of 202 in 2018, with traffic deaths in NYC having fallen by a third when comparing 2018 with the year before Vision Zero began.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  NYC, Vision Zero, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/content/visionzero/pages/]  [7:  Id.  ]  [8:  Id. ]  [9:  NYC DOT & NYPD, Vision Zero Accomplishments 2018, at 4, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/vz-accomplishments-core-outputs-2018.pdf ] 

	Although the data through 2018 is encouraging, the citywide initiative has received a number of criticisms mainly due to the rapid increase in deaths occurring on City streets over the last several years. Notably, for a nearly two month period during the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in 2020 there were zero pedestrian fatalities in NYC, largely attributed to the lack of congestion and lack of commuters in the City at that time.[footnoteRef:10] However, the New York Times indicated in a January 2021 article that the total number of traffic fatalities in 2020 made it the deadliest year on record since former Mayor de Blasio introduced Vision Zero, and the second straight year of increased road fatalities.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Jake Offenhartz, Vision Zero Sputter as NYC Traffic Deaths Reach Highest Level of De Blasio Era, Gothamist, (Oct. 23, 2020), available at https://gothamist.com/news/vision-zero-sputters-nyc-traffic-deaths-reach-highest-level-de-blasio-era]  [11:  Christina Goldbaum, Why Emptier Streets Meant an Especially Deadly Year for Traffic Deaths, New York Times (Jan. 1, 2021), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/01/nyregion/nyc-traffic-deaths.html] 

Safe streets advocates contended that a lack of targeted action by the de Blasio Administration was to blame for the increase in fatalities.[footnoteRef:12] They highlighted the reduced budgets for Vision Zero and the Green Wave program, the latter of which focused on safer streets for cyclists, and also highlighted former Mayor de Blasio’s failure to heed advice from his own expert transportation panel.[footnoteRef:13] In Fiscal Year 2021, there were 275 traffic fatalities in the City,[footnoteRef:14] the highest level since Vision Zero was launched in 2014. [12:  Id. ]  [13:  Id. ]  [14:  NYC, Vision Zero’s Fiscal 2023 Preliminary Mayors Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2023/vision_zero.pdf ] 

In January 2023, however, DOT announced that for 2022 the City had experienced its first decline in traffic fatalities since 2019, with “among the fewest annual pedestrian deaths recorded in history.”[footnoteRef:15] According to DOT, overall traffic fatalities decreased 6.6 percent and pedestrian fatalities decreased by 6.3 percent.[footnoteRef:16] DOT noted that it worked with State lawmakers to expand the City’s school zone speed camera program to operate at all hours, year round, which has resulted in a 30 percent reduction in violations since the program’s expansion on August 1, 2022.[footnoteRef:17] It also announced support for legislation that would lower the DWI blood-alcohol concentration (BAC) threshold from 0.08 percent to 0.05 percent, in an attempt to further reduce traffic fatalities.[footnoteRef:18] However, though there had been improvements in 2022 when compared to 2021, there were 255 traffic fatalities in the City in 2022.[footnoteRef:19]  [15:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Vision Zero: NYC Traffic Fatalities Dropped in 2022 for First Time in Three Years, Pedestrian Deaths Near Record Low (January 6, 2023), available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/vision-zero-fatalities-dropped-2022.shtml ]  [16:  Id. ]  [17:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Speeding, Injuries, and Traffic Fatalities Declined in Areas with Speed Cameras During First Year of 24/7 Enforcement (August 28, 2023), available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/speed-cameras-first-year.shtml ]  [18:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Vision Zero: NYC Traffic Fatalities Dropped in 2022 for First Time in Three Years, Pedestrian Deaths Near Record Low (January 6, 2023), available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/vision-zero-fatalities-dropped-2022.shtml]  [19:  Ginia Bellafante, When a Walkable City Becomes a Death Trap, New York Times (April 28, 2023) available at https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/28/nyregion/traffic-deaths-nyc-vision-zero.html] 

As of November 2023, there have been 223 people killed and 2,247 people seriously injured for the calendar year, according to Transportation Alternatives.[footnoteRef:20] Advocates do note that 2023 has been the safest for pedestrians in recent years; however, there is concern that the City’s looming budget cuts will reduce the ability of DOT to make impactful changes to enhance street safety.[footnoteRef:21] In addition, there is concern that DOT may miss future Streets Plan mandates that are required, as DOT has failed to meet specific benchmarks outlined in the Streets Plan for this past year.[footnoteRef:22] [20:  Transportation Alternatives, Statement from Transportation Alternatives After Drivers Strike and Kill Three New Yorkers in 24 Hours, November 2023, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/faewesc1x3ls8zk9zzprvd94gxxydj ]  [21:  Id. ]  [22:  NYC Council, Committee Hearing-Streets Plan Update, September 12, 2023, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1113963&GUID=88CA580F-04BA-4843-AF60-ECE4C52034B8&Options=info|&Search= ] 

Street Infrastructure  
	As noted above, DOT is responsible for thousands of miles of streets and roadways, and conducts regular inspections to assess pavement conditions.[footnoteRef:23] Furthermore, DOT is responsible for the implementation of street improvement projects, which add to the safety and accessibility of streets, including: [23:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml ] 

· Street Construction, which includes pothole repair, milling and repaving, and full reconstruction of streets;[footnoteRef:24]  [24:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/infrastructure.shtml ] 

· Capital Street Projects, which often include full reconstruction of the sewer pipes, the roadbed and sidewalks; [footnoteRef:25] [25:  Id. ] 

· Resiliency projects, which includes addressing threats from storm surge and extreme heat;[footnoteRef:26]  [26:  Id.] 

· Sidewalk repair and maintenance, to ensure sidewalks are safe for pedestrians and help prevent injuries caused by defective sidewalks;[footnoteRef:27] and  [27:  Id.] 

· Traffic Signals and Street Signs, to ensure less congestion and more safety for all road users.[footnoteRef:28]  [28:  Id.] 

In addition, in order to increase safety on City streets, DOT implements various measures to reduce opportunities for illegal speeding and aggressive driving.[footnoteRef:29] DOT largely does this through implementing:  [29:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/pedestrians.shtml ] 

· Enhanced Crossings, which are marked high-visibility crosswalks on calm streets with low vehicle volumes and frequent pedestrian crossings, which improve mobility and accessibility for pedestrians;[footnoteRef:30]  [30:  Id.] 

· Neighborhood Slow Zones, which is a community-based program that reduces the speed limit from 25 mph to 20 mph and adds safety measures within a select area to change driver behavior;[footnoteRef:31]  [31:  Id.] 

· Pedestrian Ramps, which provide access on and off streets and sidewalks for pedestrians;[footnoteRef:32]  [32:  Id. ] 

· The Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, which is a borough-based plan to establish Priority Corridors, Intersections, and Areas, and outlines a comprehensive pedestrian safety plan for each borough guided by Vision Zero;[footnoteRef:33]  [33:  Id.] 

· Safe Routes to Transit, which is a part of PlanNYC, in which DOT is working to improve pedestrian access and calm motor vehicle movement around subway entrances and bus stops;[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  Id. ] 

· Safe Streets for Seniors, an initiative for older New Yorkers where DOT engineers evaluate pedestrian conditions and make safety improvements in targeted neighborhoods from a senior’ perspective;[footnoteRef:35]  [35:  Id. ] 

· School Safety, where DOT’s School Safety Unit implements Vision Zero by developing street safety improvement projects near city schools;[footnoteRef:36] and  [36:  Id. ] 

· The Turn Calming Program, which is a citywide effort to reduce left and right turn speeds and enforce safe turning behavior.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Id. ] 

These programs and improvements ultimately aim to reduce the total number of fatalities and injuries that occur on the City’s roads. 
	The City Council also works to meet these goals and improve street safety. In 2022 and 2023, the Council passed legislation which required DOT: to designate certain senior pedestrians zones in the City;[footnoteRef:38] to accelerate the schedule in which it conducts the study of traffic crashes involving a pedestrian fatality or serious injury, and implement more sharing of studies and plans;[footnoteRef:39] and to implement new daylighting measures throughout the City.[footnoteRef:40] [38:  Local Law 63 of 2023 ]  [39:  Local Law 65 of 2022]  [40:  Local Law 66 of 2023] 

Open Streets
	During the COVID-19 pandemic, NYC implemented the Open Streets program. Similar programs were implemented in other cities as innovative ways to address stay-at-home orders and social distancing measures. Some municipalities began to close their streets to vehicular traffic in order to create additional walking or cycling space for their residents. 
Initially, NYC started Open Streets as a pilot in 2020, to temporarily close certain streets in order to become pedestrian-only corridors.[footnoteRef:41] The pilot has since evolved into a permanent and year-round program.[footnoteRef:42] The Open Streets Program allows communities to utilize new public space, support small businesses and enjoy cultural and community programming, while prioritizing safety and access for pedestrians and cyclists.[footnoteRef:43] The program is currently administered by DOT, who works with community-based organizations, public, private, and charter schools, and groups of businesses to execute Open Streets citywide.[footnoteRef:44]  [41:  Julia Marsh and Vincent Barone, NYC outlines street closures to promote ‘social distancing’ during coronavirus shutdown, New York Post, available at https://nypost.com/2020/03/26/nyc-outlines-street-closures-to-promote-social-distancing-during-coronavirus-shutdown/]  [42:  NYC Council, DOT FY22 Preliminary Budget Hearing, March 9, 2021]  [43:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians-Open Streets, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstreets.shtml ]  [44:  Id.  ] 

While the Open Streets pilot successfully connected New Yorkers to additional public spaces, there were criticisms surrounding a lack of funding in under-resourced neighborhoods.[footnoteRef:45] To help minimize inequity, the City Council passed Local Law 55 of 2021, which codified the Open Streets Program and required that DOT manage or provide resources to at least 20 Open Streets sites in areas that would be otherwise underserved by the Open Streets Program.[footnoteRef:46]  [45:  Open Streets Coalition, Open Streets Letter to City Hall, April 1, 2021, available for download at https://www.scribd.com/document/501207754/Open-Streets-Letter-to-City-Hall ]  [46:  Local Law 55 of 2021] 

In October of 2022, DOT conducted an analysis of the Open Streets Program in order to understand its effectiveness.[footnoteRef:47] The study concluded the following: [47:  NYC DOT, Streets for Recovery: The Economic Benefits of the NYC Open Streets Program, October 2022, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/streets-for-recovery.pdf] 

1. “Open Streets corridors significantly outperformed nearby control corridors on three key metrics (sales growth, growth in the number of restaurants and bars, and keeping businesses open);
2. Sales growth at restaurants and bars on Open Streets corridors significantly outpaced sales growth in the boroughs that the corridors are in; 
3. On Open Streets corridors, a higher percentage of restaurants and bars were able to stay in business during the pandemic than across the rest of the same borough; and 
4. All Open Streets corridors saw faster growth in the number of new restaurants and bars that opened during the pandemic when compared to the rest of the same borough.”[footnoteRef:48] [48:  Id. ] 

Due to the popularity and results of the program, Open Streets has become a permanent part of the City’s landscape.[footnoteRef:49] The Open Streets concept has also been expanded to include: Open Restaurants, which allows restaurants to use the sidewalk adjacent and curbside roadway space in front of their businesses for outdoor dining, and has since been made permanent through Local Law 121 or 2023, renamed as Dining Out NYC;;[footnoteRef:50] Open Storefronts, which allows eligible businesses to conduct activity on sidewalks to sell pre-packaged food on sidewalks and restaurants to use sidewalks for take-out or delivery operations;[footnoteRef:51] and Open Culture[footnoteRef:52] program, which has since been made permanent through Local Law 80 of 2023, and allows ticketed, socially distanced outdoor performances, rehearsals, and classes at nearly 200 street locations throughout the five boroughs.[footnoteRef:53]  [49:  NYC, Press Release: Streets Week!: Mayor de Blasio Makes Open Streets Permanent Part of New York City's Urban Landscape, May 13, 2021, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/361-21/streets-week-mayor-de-blasio-makes-open-streets-permanent-of-new-york-city-s-urban-landscape ]  [50:  Local Law 121 of 2023  ]  [51:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians-Open Storefronts, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstorefronts.shtml ]  [52:  See Local Law 80 of 2023]  [53:  NYC Media and Entertainment, Industries, NYC Open Culture Program Resources, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/mome/industries/open-culture.page#:~:text=Open%20Culture%20is%20a%20new%20City%20government%20program,Office%20for%20the%20low%20fee%20of%20%2420.%20 ] 

Most recently, the City announced it is expanding the Open Streets Program for the 2023 holiday season.[footnoteRef:54] DOT recently announced that 12 City blocks will be reserved for pedestrians in Manhattan along Fifth Avenue from 48th Street up to 59th Street.[footnoteRef:55] Overall, last year’s Open Streets program drove $3 million in spending to businesses in the midtown area along Fifth Avenue and around Rockefeller Center.[footnoteRef:56] [54:  NBC New York Staff, NYC expands car-free Open Streets plan for midtown during holiday season, NBC New York, November 6, 2023, available at https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/nyc-expands-car-free-open-streets-plan-for-midtown-during-holiday-season/4836203/]  [55:  Id.  ]  [56:  Id. ] 

Parking in NYC 
	DOT oversees NYC’s parking regulations, determining where vehicles can stop, stand and park in the City.[footnoteRef:57] Under the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, all of NYC is designated as a Tow Away Zone, meaning that any vehicle parking or operated illegally, or with missing or expired registration or inspections stickers, may be towed.[footnoteRef:58] On major legal holidays stopping, standing and parking are permitting except in areas where rules apply seven days a week.[footnoteRef:59]In addition, it is illegal, citywide, to double park a passenger vehicle.[footnoteRef:60] [57:  NYC DOT, Motorists and Parking-Parking Regulations, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/parking-regulations.shtml ]  [58:  Id. ]  [59:  Id. ]  [60:  Id. ] 

	In addition, NYC’s parking regulations cover a number of parking practices, including: 
· Alternate Side Parking, which is applied to certain streets in an effort to allow for street cleaning;[footnoteRef:61]  [61:  Id. ] 

· Fire Hydrant Parking, which makes it illegal to park within 15 feet of either side of a fire hydrant, including on floating parking lanes (next to protected bike lanes);[footnoteRef:62]  [62:  Id.] 

· Stopping, Standing and Parking Signage;[footnoteRef:63]  [63:  Id.] 

· T Intersection Parking, which allow parking at some “T” intersections;[footnoteRef:64]  [64:  Id.] 

· Curb Cut Installation, which are areas of the sidewalk that have been lowered, or cut down, to facilitate better access to the street;[footnoteRef:65] and  [65:  Id.] 

· School Zone Parking, which allows parking in schools zones depending on if school is in recess or not.[footnoteRef:66]  [66:  Id.] 

Newsracks
As defined in the Administrative Code, a newsrack is a “self-service or coin-operated box, container or other dispenser installed, used or maintained for the display, sale or distribution of newspapers or other written matter to the general public.”[footnoteRef:67] Since newsracks occupy public spaces, they are required to be registered with the DOT.[footnoteRef:68] Additionally, since they have the potential to cause safety hazards, accumulate trash and attract graffiti, it is required that owners maintain a commercial general liability insurance policy from an insurer.[footnoteRef:69] Newsracks in the City are subject to regulations of their size and appearance, as well as restrictions on where they may be placed.[footnoteRef:70] Newsrack regulations in various parts of the country have occasionally faced First Amendment-related challenges, but courts have generally upheld content-neutral regulations that serve a significant government interest.[footnoteRef:71] Today, many cities impose placement and design limitations similar to NYC’s. [67:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 19-128.1(a)(1).]  [68:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Newsracks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/newsracksintro.shtml]  [69:  Id. ]  [70:  N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 19-128.1(a)(1).]  [71:  Philadelphia Newspapers, Inc. v. Borough Council, 381 F. Supp. 228, 244 (E.D. Pa. 1974); Honolulu Weekly, Inc. v. Harris, 298 F.3d 1037, 1045 (9th Cir. 2002); Gold Coast Publ'ns v. Corrigan, 42 F.3d 1336, 1346 (11th Cir Fla. 1994); Chicago Observer v. Chicago, 929 F.2d 325, 328 (7th Cir. Ill. 1991); and Gannett Satellite Info. Network, Inc. v. Twp. of Pennsauken, 709 F. Supp. 530, 538 (D. N.J. 1989).] 

Annually, newsrack owners must: re-register by November 1 that a newsrack is installed; submit insurance certifications by December 31 or by the expiration date of the insurance policy; and certify to DOT three times a year that each newsrack under ownership has been repainted, or best efforts have been made to remove graffiti and other unauthorized markings.[footnoteRef:72] Maintenance Logs are required to be kept by owners detailing maintenance activities pertaining to newsracks.[footnoteRef:73] In addition to these annual requirements, DOT regulates the size and placement of newsracks and requires that newsracks be specific dimensions, weighted down to not be tipped over, not be placed within 15 feet of any fire hydrant, and/or not be placed in any driveway, among other restrictions.[footnoteRef:74] To enforce these standards, DOT may issue a summons returnable to the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings, with civil penalties, if found in violation, of up to $250 to $4,000 for each violation based on the nature of violation and number of newsracks owned.[footnoteRef:75] If necessary, the City can remove a newsrack from its location if the newsrack is abandoned, an emergency situation arises that puts the public at risk, construction occurs, uncorrected violations occur, and/or repeat violations at the same newsrack occurs.[footnoteRef:76] [72:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Newsracks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/newsracksintro.shtml]  [73:  Id. ]  [74:  Id. ]  [75:  Id. ]  [76:  Id. ] 






CONCLUSION
	At this hearing, the Committee will look at DOT’s policies on how they maintain transparency, and how they garner input from the community, advocates and other entities. The bills heard today will be on a wide range of issues, but all focus on the core tenants of DOT’s responsibilities - maintaining safe streets for all road users, with an emphasis on being transparent about implementation of improvements in policies and/or physical infrastructure. 

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Analysis of Int. No. 172
Int. No. 172, sponsored by Council Member Hudson, would require the DOT to provide notice to affected Council Members, community boards and community organizations at least 60 days prior to any designation of, permanent removal of, or permanent changes to open streets, and after such notice allow at least four weeks to accept comments from the affected community and at least a further two weeks in which to consider such comments. The DOT would then be required to summarize and respond to such comments at least one week before implementation. In addition, the bill would require notice to affected Council Members, community boards and community organizations of any temporary changes to or suspensions of open streets.
If enacted, the provisions found in Int. No. 172 would take effect immediately.  
Analysis of Int. No. 810
Int. No. 810, sponsored by Council Member Bottcher, would eliminate the current legislative restriction on the maximum height and depth of newsracks and instead empower DOT to set rules regulating the material type, size, shape, appearance, and placement of newsracks. Such rules may permit larger "modular newsracks" that contain multiple publications. The bill would also further restrict the placement of newsracks, prohibiting them from being installed near street furniture, bike share stations, bike racks, or a Department of Environmental Protection water sampling station. 
If enacted, the provisions found in Int. No. 810 would take effect 90 days after it becomes law. 
Analysis of Int. No. 922
	Int. No. 922, sponsored by Council Member Ariola, 	would require the DOT to notify affected community boards and council members 15 days before removing a parking space. The notice would also be required to provide relevant information, such as if the removal is temporary or permanent.
	If enacted, the provisions found in Int. No. 922 would take effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
Analysis of Int. No. 1030 
Int. No. 1030, sponsored by Council Member Williams, would require the DOT to post certain information regarding the status of traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website, thus making the information accessible to the public. The required website would include, but need not be limited to, the following information: case number, general topic, issue, status, resolution, reason for approval or denial of traffic control device, and if approved, the timeline for completion of the traffic control device request.
If enacted, the provisions found in Int. No. 1030 would take effect immediately. 
Analysis of Int. No. 1033
	Int. No. 1033, sponsored by Council Member Ariola, would require the DOT to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications and prior to implementing bicycle lane projects and major transportation projects. This bill would also require DOT to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and prior to the construction or removal of any bicycle lane that would result in the removal of a vehicular travel lane or a parking lane. DOT would also be required to provide certification of such consultation.
	If enacted, the provisions found in Int. No. 1033 would take effect 60 days after it becomes law. 
Analysis of Int. No. 1120
	Int. No. 1120, sponsored by Council Member Carr, would require the DOT to assess at least 100 speed camera locations per year to determine the feasibility of installing a raised speed reducer at such locations. A raised speed reducer is a raised area of a roadway that deflects both the wheel and frame of a traversing vehicle with the purpose of reducing vehicle speeds. At any location where a raised speed reducer is deemed feasible, DOT would be required to install a raised speed reducer within one year. DOT would also be required to report annually on the required assessments, assess changes in dangerous driving indicators at speed camera locations where raised speed reducers are installed and provide recommendations as to whether speed cameras remain necessary at those locations.
	If enacted, the provisions found in Int. No. 1120 would take effect immediately. 
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Int. No. 172
 
By Council Members Hudson, Cabán, Stevens, Hanif, Nurse, Yeger and Louis
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification and community input regarding designation of, removal of and changes to open streets
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivisions a, j and l of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 55 for the year 2021, are amended to read as follows:
a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Affected representatives. The term “affected representatives” means any council member or community board representing the geographic area in which the relevant open street is located, and any community organization involved in the management or operations of the relevant open street.
Community organization. The term “community organization” means any formal or informal group of people or businesses with ties to the community who collaborate to manage or participate in the operations of an open street.
Open street. The term “open street” means a street or segment of a street designated by the department as such, on which motor vehicle access is controlled by barriers and signage or other traffic calming measures, and on which priority is given to pedestrians, individuals using bicycles, and other non-vehicular street users.
 j. Prior to the designation or permanent removal of an open street or any permanent changes to the geographic bounds, design or streetscape elements of an open street, the department shall: [provide notice to affected council members, community boards and community organizations]
1. Provide notice to affected representatives of the proposed action at least 60 days prior to implementation;
2. Following the provision of such notice, provide a period of at least four weeks during which the department shall accept and consider comments from the affected representative and the community regarding the proposed action;
3. Following such comment period, provide a period of at least two weeks in which the department shall consider and prepare responses to such comments; and
4. At least one week before implementation of such designation, removal or change, provide a response summarizing the comments received and whether it will make any changes to the proposed action.
l. Reporting. On an annual basis, the department shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post on the department’s website a report evaluating the open streets program, including any recommendations for modifications or expansion. In addition, the department shall regularly post on the department’s website an updated list of open streets, hours of operation and any temporary suspension of open streets or temporary changes to the geographic scope, design or streetscape elements of open streets. The department shall also provide notice to affected representatives of any temporary suspension of open streets or changes to the geographic scope, design or streetscape elements of open streets. Such notice shall be provided at least 72 hours in advance of any planned temporary changes or suspensions and no later than 72 hours following any unplanned temporary changes or suspensions.
                     § 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 810
 
By Council Members Bottcher, Ung, Yeger, Louis, Holden, Menin, Schuman, Riley, Abreu and Hudson
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to newsrack requirements and to repeal and replace subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 23 for the year 2002, is REPEALED and a new subdivision a of section 19-128.1 is added to read as follows:
a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Board. The term “board” means the environmental control board of the city of New York.
Bus stop. The term “bus stop” means that area of sidewalk which begins at the bus stop sign, continues in the opposite direction of traffic, and ends at the next regulatory sign, or, if there is no sign, at the corner area.
Close proximity. The term “close proximity” means a distance adjacent to an area designed to facilitate safe ingress or egress that will reasonably permit and protect such safe ingress or egress.
Corner area. The term “corner area” means that area of a sidewalk encompassed by the extension of the building lines to the curb on each corner.
Crosswalk. The term “crosswalk” means that part of a roadway, whether marked or unmarked, which is included within the extension of the sidewalk lines between opposite sides of the roadway at an intersection.
Crosswalk area. The term “crosswalk area” means that area of the sidewalk bounded by the extension of the lines of a crosswalk onto the sidewalk up to the building or property line.
Historically present publication. The term “historically present publication” means a publication that was offered from a single newsrack on the sidewalk block(s) identified in a modular newsrack plan within the six months immediately preceding submission of such plan to the department.
Modular newsrack. The term “modular newsrack” means a newsrack that is designed with multiple enclosed compartments to accommodate the display, sale or distribution of multiple publications to the general public.
Modular newsrack plan. The term “modular newsrack plan” means a plan submitted to the department pursuant to subdivision g of this section.
Newsrack. The term“newsrack” means any self-service or coin-operated box, container or other dispenser installed, used or maintained for the display, sale or distribution of publications to the general public. A newsrack may be modular or single.
Owner. The term “owner” means a natural person, partnership, corporation, limited liability company or other association in ownership of one or more newsracks.
Publication. The term “publication” means a newspaper, periodical or other similar written material.
Sidewalk block. The term “sidewalk block” means the areas of sidewalk on both sides of a roadway, spanning from one intersection to the next intersection.
Single newsrack. The term “single newsrack” means a newsrack that is designed to accommodate the display, sale or distribution of one publication to the general public.
§ 2. Subdivisions b and d of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 36 for the year 2004, are amended to read as follows:
b. Requirements. It shall be a violation [for any person] to place, install or maintain a newsrack on any sidewalk unless such newsrack is in compliance with the provisions of this section.
1. [The maximum height of any newsrack containing a single publication shall be fifty inches. The maximum width of any such newsrack shall be twenty-four inches. The maximum depth of any such newsrack shall be twenty-four inches.] Newsracks shall be made of materials approved by the department, and shall conform to standards developed by the department regarding the size, shape and appearance of such newsracks.
2. No newsrack shall be used for advertising or promotional purposes, other than announcing the name [and/or] or website or both of the [newspaper or other written matter] publication offered for distribution in such newsrack. A publication offered in a modular newsrack installed after July 1, 2022 may display its logo on the door of the space(s) in which it is offered, in a size not to exceed 50 percent of the door space.
3. Each newsrack used to sell [newspapers or other written matter] publications shall be equipped with a coin return mechanism in good working order so as to permit a person to secure a refund in the event that the newsrack malfunctions.
4. The owner [or person in control of each newsrack] shall affix [his or her] to the newsrack the owner’s name, address, telephone number, and email address, if any, [on the newsrack] in a readily visible location on the front or sides of the newsrack and shall conform such information to any changes required to be reported to the department in accordance with the provisions of subdivision c of this section. In no event shall a post office box be considered an acceptable address for purposes of this paragraph.
5. Subject to the limitations set forth in this section, newsracks shall be placed near a curb.
6. A newsrack shall not be placed, installed or maintained: (a) within [fifteen] 15 feet of any fire hydrant; (b) in any driveway or within close proximity of any driveway; (c) in any curb cut designed to facilitate street access by disabled persons or within two feet of any such curb cut; (d) within close proximity of the entrance or exit of any railway station or subway station; (e) within any bus stop; (f) within a crosswalk area; (g) within a corner area or within five feet of any corner area; (h) on any surface where such installation or maintenance will cause damage to or will interfere with the use of any pipes, vault areas, telephone or electrical cables or other similar locations; (i) on any cellar door, grating, utility maintenance cover or other similar locations; (j) on, in or over any part of the roadway of any public street; (k) unless eight feet of sidewalk width is preserved for unobstructed pedestrian passage; (l) in any park or on any sidewalk immediately contiguous to a park where such sidewalk is an integral part of the park design, such as the sidewalks surrounding Central Park or Prospect Park; (m) on any area of lawn, flowers, shrubs, trees or other landscaping or in such a manner that use of the newsrack would cause damage to such landscaping; [or] (n) within four feet of street furniture; (o) within five feet of a bike share station; (p) within eight feet of a bike rack; (q) within five feet of a department of environmental protection water sampling station; or (r) where such placement, installation or maintenance endangers the safety of persons or property. Any limitation on the placement or installation of newsracks pursuant to this paragraph shall be no more restrictive than necessary to ensure the safe and unobstructed flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and otherwise to assure the safety of persons and property.
7. [Every newsrack] The department shall develop standards regarding the placement of newsracks including, but not limited to, the manner in which newsracks shall be placed or installed [in a manner that will ensure that such newsrack cannot be tipped] to prevent newsracks from tipping over. In the event of non-compliance with such standards, the commissioner shall issue a notice of correction as provided in subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of subdivision f of this section.
d. Indemnification and insurance. 1. Each [person who owns or controls] owner of a newsrack placed or installed on any sidewalk shall indemnify and hold the city harmless from any and all losses, costs, damages, expenses, claims, judgments or liabilities that the city may incur by reason of the placement, installation or maintenance of such newsrack, except to the extent such damage results from the negligence or intentional act of the city.
2. Each [person who owns or controls] owner of a newsrack placed or installed on any sidewalk shall maintain a general liability insurance policy naming the city of New York, and its departments, boards, officers, employees and agents as additional insureds for the specific purpose of indemnifying and holding harmless those additional insureds from and against any and all losses, costs, damages, expenses, claims, judgments or liabilities that result from or arise out of the placement, installation [and/or] or the maintenance of any newsrack. The minimum limits of such insurance coverage shall be no less than [three hundred thousand dollars] $300,000 combined single limit for bodily injury, including death, and property damage, except that any [person] owner who maintains an average of [one hundred] 100 or more newsracks at any one time shall maintain such minimum insurance coverage of [one million dollars] $1,000,000. An insurance certificate demonstrating compliance with the requirements of this subdivision shall be submitted annually by December [31st] 31 to the commissioner by the [person who owns or controls] owner of such insured newsracks. Should said policy be called upon to satisfy any liability for damages covered by said policy, the policy must be of such a nature that the original amount of coverage is restored after any payment of damages under the policy. Failure to maintain a satisfactory insurance policy pursuant to this subdivision or failure to submit an annual insurance certificate to the commissioner pursuant to this subdivision, shall be deemed a violation of this section subject to subparagraph b-1 of paragraph 1 of subdivision f of this section.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 922
 
By Council Members Ariola, Yeger, Holden, Borelli, Carr, Kagan, Vernikov and Paladino
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification of the removal of parking spaces
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 19-175.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 78 for the year 2009, is amended to read as follows:
§ 19-175.2. Notification of changes in parking restrictions or removal of parking spaces. a. Following any permanent change in parking restrictions posted by the department, the department shall post notice, in the affected areas, indicating the effective date of such change. An owner of a motor vehicle parked in the affected areas who receives a notice of a parking violation that occurred within five days of posting of the notice of the parking restriction change shall have an affirmative defense that the vehicle of the owner was parked in compliance with the applicable parking restriction that was in effect prior to such change. Within one business day of making a permanent change in parking restrictions, such change will be reflected on the website containing parking restrictions as required by section 19-175.1 of the code.
b. At least 15 days before removing a parking space, the department shall notify the community board and council member representing the geographic area in which the relevant parking space is located via email. Such notice shall, at a minimum, state the effective date of removal, the location of the parking space to be removed, whether the removal is temporary or permanent, and, if temporary, the length of time of the removal.
[b.] c. Before the department makes temporary parking restriction changes to conduct road repairs, it shall post notice of the effective date of such restrictions as soon as practicable. Such notice shall state that no notice of violations shall be issued for violations of such temporary parking restrictions and that if an owner's motor vehicle is missing from the affected streets, the motor vehicle may have been towed and the motor vehicle owner should contact the local police precinct for information about the location of such motor vehicle.
[c.] d. Following the issuance by the office of the mayor of a permit that authorizes filming and/or related activity and that provides special parking privileges or the temporary suspension of parking restrictions, the party to whom the permit is issued shall post notice of such parking restriction changes immediately in the affected areas. Such notice shall, at a minimum, state the temporary change in the parking restrictions, the date on which such change will take effect, that no notice of violations shall be issued for violations of the temporary parking restrictions and that if an owner's motor vehicle is missing from the affected streets, the motor vehicle may have been towed and the motor vehicle owner should contact the local police precinct for information about the location of such motor vehicle.
[d.] e. Following the issuance by the office of the mayor of a permit that authorizes a sponsor to conduct a street fair or parade and that provides special parking privileges or the temporary suspension of parking restrictions, the sponsor shall post notice of such parking restriction changes on a form provided by the office of the mayor, in the affected areas, at least seven days prior to the date on which such change will take effect. Such notice shall, at a minimum, state the temporary change in the parking restrictions and the date the change will take effect.
[e.] f. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department or any applicable city agency to provide notice of temporary parking restriction changes or notice of the temporary removal of parking spaces when either action is required to preserve public safety.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after becoming law.
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Int. No. 1030
 
By Council Members Williams, Louis, Yeger, Hanif, Abreu, Menin, Stevens, Avilés, Ung, Lee, Farías, Riley, Krishnan, Velázquez, Ossé, Won, Hudson, Nurse, Narcisse, Brooks-Powers and Vernikov
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of New York, in relation to the department of transportation posting information on traffic control device and speed reducer requests on its website
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-185.1 to read as follows:
§ 19-185.1 Publication of traffic control device and speed reducer requests. No later than November 1, 2023, the commissioner shall make available on a website information regarding traffic control device and speed reducer requests. The website must be searchable by case number and address.
b. For each request the website shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information:
1. Case number;
2. General topic;
3. Issue;
4. Status;
5. Resolution;
6. Reason for approval or denial of the request; and
7. If approved, the timeline for completion of request.
c. The commissioner shall update the website as soon as practicable upon any update or change to a request.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 1033
 
By Council Members Ariola, Holden, Riley, Yeger, Restler, Brooks-Powers, Borelli, Carr, Kagan, Vernikov and Paladino
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to consult with the fire department prior to approving open street applications and certain bicycle lane projects and to notify affected firehouses prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects.
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision j of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of New York, as added by local law number 55 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
j. Prior to the designation of an open street, the department shall consult with the fire department and provide notice to affected council members, community boards [and], community organizations, and firehouses whose response area includes the proposed open street. The department shall include in such notice a certification of its consultation with the fire department.
§ 2. Subdivision a of section 19-187 of the administrative code of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph 3 to read as follows:
3. "Affected firehouse(s)” means the firehouse(s) in whose response area a proposed bicycle lane is to be constructed or removed, in whole or in part.
§ 3. Paragraph 1 of subdivision b of section 19-187 of the administrative code of New York, as added by local law 61 for the year 2011, is amended to read as follows:
1. Except as provided below, at least ninety days before the construction or the removal of a bicycle lane is to begin, the department shall notify each affected council member, firehouse, and community board via electronic mail of the proposed plans for the bicycle lane within the affected community district and shall offer to make a presentation at a public hearing held by such affected community board.
§ 4. Section 19-187 of the administrative code of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision e to read as follows:
e. The department shall consult with the fire department prior to construction or removal of any bicycle lane that would result in either the removal of a vehicular lane or full time removal of a parking lane. The department shall include a certification of such consultation in the notice required by paragraph 1 of subdivision b of this section. This subdivision does not apply to any construction or removal of a bicycle lane defined as a major transportation project under paragraph 2 of subdivision a of section 19-101.2.
§ 5. Section 19-101.2 of the administrative code of New York, as amended by chapter 790 of the laws of 2022 and chapter 98 of the laws of 2023, is amended to read as follows:
a. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows:
1. “Affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly and community board(s)” shall mean the council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly and community board(s) in whose districts a proposed major transportation project is to be located, in whole or in part.
2. “Major transportation project” shall mean any project that, after construction will alter four or more consecutive blocks, or 1,000 consecutive feet of street, whichever is less, involving a major realignment of the roadway, including either removal of a vehicular lane(s) or full time removal of a parking lane(s) or addition of vehicular travel lane(s).
3. “Affected firehouse(s)” means the firehouse(s) in whose response area a proposed major transportation project is to be located, in whole or in part.
b. If an agency of the city other than the department implements a major transportation project, such agency, in lieu of the department, shall provide the notice required by this section.
c. Prior to the implementation of a major transportation project, the department shall forward notice of such project, including a description of such project, to affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and community board(s) by electronic mail.
d. Within ten business days after receipt of such notice: (i) the affected council member(s), senator(s) [and], member(s) of assembly, and firehouse(s) may submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to the department; and (ii) the affected community board(s) may either submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to the department and/or request a presentation of the major transportation project plan by the department, which shall be made to the community board within thirty days of such community board's request.
e. Each presentation shall include, at a minimum, the project limits, a description, and a justification of such plan, and a map showing the streets affected by such plan and, within three days of such presentation, shall be forwarded to the affected council member(s), senator(s) [and], member(s) of assembly, and firehouse(s).
f. The department shall consider recommendations and/or comments, if any, made under the provisions of subdivision d of this section and/or within seven days of the presentation to the community board, from the affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and affected community board(s), and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into the plan.
g. The department may implement its plan fourteen or more days after it sends an amended plan or notice that it will proceed with its original plan to the affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and community board(s).
h. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the department from providing notice of its major transportation projects on its website and to affected council member(s), senator(s), member(s) of assembly, firehouse(s), and community board(s), and other interested parties by other means in addition to those specified in this section.
i. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department to provide notification of major transportation projects requiring immediate implementation to preserve public safety.
j. Prior to the implementation of a major transportation project, the department shall consult with the police department, the fire department, the department of small business services and the mayor's office for people with disabilities. The department shall include a certification of such consultations in the notice required by subdivision c of this section.
§ 6. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1120
 
By Council Members Carr, Louis, Farías, Yeger and Riley
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a raised speed reducer feasibility assessment at speed camera locations
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-189.2 to read as follows:
§ 19-189.2 Raised speed reducer feasibility assessment. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Raised speed reducer. The term “raised speed reducer” means a raised area of roadway that deflects the wheels and frame of a traversing vehicle with the purpose of reducing vehicle speeds, including, but not limited to, speed humps, speed cushions and raised crosswalks.
Speed camera. The term “speed camera” means a photo violation-monitoring system installed for the purposes of issuing violations pursuant to section 1180-b of the vehicle and traffic law.
b. On an annual basis, the department shall assess at least 100 existing speed camera locations to determine whether it is feasible to install a raised speed reducer at the location. If the installation of a raised speed reducer is feasible, the department shall, within one year of the determination, install a raised speed reducer within 125 feet of the speed camera.
c. For the purposes of the assessment required by subdivision b of this section, the department may determine that the installation of a raised speed reducer is not feasible if, in the judgement of the department, the installation would endanger the safety of any road user or would be otherwise inconsistent with department guidelines for the installation of a raised speed reducer, provided that the presence of a speed camera may not be a criteria used to determine raised speed reducer feasibility.
d. No later than December 31 of each year, the department shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post on its website a report regarding each speed camera location assessed pursuant to subdivision b of this section, and each speed camera location that includes one or more raised speed reducers. The report must include a list of locations assessed pursuant to subdivision b of this section, and for any location where a raised speed reducer was deemed infeasible, an explanation of the reasons for the determination. For any speed camera location that also includes a raised speed reducer, the report must also provide an assessment of changes in speed data, crash history, roadway geometry and speed camera violations issued compared with the same data collected during the year prior to the installation of the raised speed reducer, and a recommendation regarding whether the speed camera at each location remains necessary for the purpose of ensuring street safety and compliance with posted maximum speed limits.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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