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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to community outreach and public education on mental health resources for veterans
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

2

Section 1. Title 31 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 31-114 to read as follows:
§ 31-114 Outreach and engagement on mental health resources. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “veteran” means any individual who served in the armed forces, national guard or reserves of the United States, regardless of length of time or discharge status.
b. The department, in coordination with relevant agencies, including, but not limited to, the mayor’s community affairs unit and the mayor’s public engagement unit, shall conduct outreach and public education to communities with the greatest concentration of veterans, as determined by the commissioner, regarding the availability of mental health resources for veterans. Such resources shall include, but need not be limited to, veteran crisis hotlines, the mental health resources included in the veteran resource guide as described in section 31-108, and all other mental health resources appropriate for veterans in the city, including mental health resources that are provided by the city, provided by contract or by similar agreement with the city, or provided by community-based organizations. Such public education shall utilize, at a minimum, internet, radio, print media, digital kiosks, subway and other citywide public advertisements, and shall encourage veterans to contact the department for further information. In conducting such community outreach and public education, the department shall be designated as the point of contact for any inquiries related to the provision of mental health resources for veterans.
c. The department shall include a link on its website that allows community-based organizations to submit information about the mental health services they provide, to be considered for inclusion in the outreach and public education campaigns required by this section, and to be included on the department’s website and in the veteran resource guide as described in section 31-108. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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