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Testimony on Intro 452 of 2011: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of
the city of New York, in relation to the purchase of New York state food.

Hi, my name is Daniel Bowman Simon. Thanks to Speaker Christine Quinn and
Councilwomen Darlene Mealy and Gale Brewer and your amazing staffers for
holding this hearing, and for genuinely caring about a good food future.

On my scramble to get out of the house this morning, | stopped to think about
why | was going to spend another yet afternoon in a crowded, hot, windowless
room listening to nuanced testimony. {And of course | say that with all due
respect to everyone at the City Council who has to sit through many, many more
hearings than | sit through.)

| was looking for my copy of Hints to Housewives by Mayor Mitchel’s Food Supply
Committee, a guidebook that from New York City Mayor Mitchel, which had
some nice ideas on good food back in 1917, when | came across this photo.

| hope you’ll indulge me a personal story that might explain why I've spent the
past two hours here today. This is a photo of Menachem Mendel Kornreich, my
great-great grandfather. He was a farmer in Belgium. When news came that the
Nazis were coming, he told my great-grandparents and grandma, then 8, that
they should go to a safer place, but that he was too old, and that he would stay
on his land “to stand for what he stood upon.” The Nazis came to get him. He
was the last farmer in my family.

What does a farmer in Belgium, dead for more than seven decades, have to do
with local procurement in New York City in 20117

Well, every single person in this room shares the common roots in agriculture.
Every single person in this room and in this City has ancestry who worked the
land, some may be able to identify the last farmer in their family, some may not,
but it’s embedded in our DNA. And, as was the case of my great-great
grandfather, when many of our ancestors left the land, it was not for greener
pastures.

Every single day in New York State, farmers are struggling to stay on the land.
They may not all be here today, since they are busy farming or in some lucky
cases, right up the block making healthy fresh food available to New Yorkers at
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Union Square, but they all need our support, beyond just the small-scale farmers
market. By passing laws that make provisions to allow New York Farmers to win
a New York City competitive bid, we will protecting farms, protect and increase
jobs, and build a stronger tax-base. A stronger State tax base, in theory, equates
to a more robust budget for New York.

Also, the better infrastructure the Farmers make great neighbors! And from an
historical perspective, saving farms, farmland, and farmer livelihoods is
something to which we can all relate.

| want to note that this idea of local procurement in the context of the global
marketplace is not the first time that the idea of local procurement in New York
State has been discussed. Thirty years ago, in 1981, The New York Food System:
Growing Closer to Home was published by The Cornucopia Project of Rodale
Press, in response to our heavy dependence on imported food means. The
report showed that this dependence meant that “1) our supply is vulnerable to
disruption; 2} our system wastes huge amounts of energy; 3) we pay more for
less tasty, less nutritious food; and 4) our local economy is weakened.”

Local procurement ain’t rocket science. But unfortunately, this report was widely
ignored. (I, for one, was 1 in 1981, so it was a bit above my reading level. | was
busy playing with brussel sprouts.) But it has many common-sense, well-thought-
out ideas, still valid today, and so | will submit into the record the full text of this
report for your reference.

As the Council knows well, common-sense, well-thought-out ideas do not always
translate to political might. So, in closing, I'll offer just a couple ideas on how to

build political will for more and more local procurement:

Recommendation: Increase Support for Gardens

The just-released 2010 (although they came out in 2011) USDA Dietary Guidelines
Selected Messages for Consumers recommends that all Americans “make half
your plate fruit and vegetables.”?

1http://www.cnpp.usda.ng\.r/Pubiications/Dit—ztaryGuiclta-iines/201U/PoIit:yDcn:/Se!ec’tedI\/Iessa.qes.pc{f
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Luckily for us, these USDA Dietary Guidelines, for the first time ever, recommend
empowering “individuals and families with improved nutrition literacy,
gardening, and cooking skills to heighten enjoyment of preparing and consuming
healthy foods.” In other words, people involved in gardening will demand more
healthful foods, and be pickier about the food origins.

And guess what? In May 2010, in the school garden of Brooklyn’s PS29, the
Speaker and Mayor both acknowledged that they get it!

Speaker Quinn said that “Teaching children about healthy eating and where our
food comes from is just as valuable as teaching them how to read and write.”?
The mayor said: “School gardens encourage more young New Yorkers to eat
healthier diets and help them understand where their food comes from.”* And
what’s true for kids is equally true for adults. Gardening is an invaluable activity
for all New Yorkers.

The Council and the Bloomberg administration should offer more support for
gardening, for example expand gardening opportunities at schools and on other
city-owned land, and work with NYC Human Resource Administration to raise
awareness that seeds and food-producing plants can be purchased with food
stamps.’ In doing so, awareness of the goodness of New York grown produce will
grow, and thus, demand for more local procurement would grow, and, in case
there are any worried farmers out there, the demand will grow beyond just what
most gardeners can produce themselves.

Recommendation: Conduct farmer listening tours (in person, or at least virtual)

The Council should reach out all New York State farmers and to survey them as to
how local procurement contracts with The City of New York would help save their
farms and grow their business. These farmer testimonials will prove absolutely
invaluable in building support in the State legislature.

I commend you all for holding this hearing, if done properly, the bounty will be a
delicious win-win-win for all New Yorkers.

thtp://www.cnpp.usda.gcv/Puincations/DietaryGuideiines/ZO10/POIicyDoc/PoIicyDoc.pdf

3 http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/mediarelations/NewsandSpeeches/2009-2010/healthyeating051310.htm
* ibid

® hitp://www.SNAPgardens.org/
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