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Topic I:	New York City Board of Health – (Candidates for appointment by the Mayor upon the advice and consent of the Council)

· Dr. Michael Lindsey, Ph.D. [Preconsidered-M]
· Dr. Angelo Acquista, M.D. [Preconsidered-M]
· Dr. Maida Galvez, M.D. [Preconsidered-M]
· Dr. Judith Salerno, M.D. [Preconsidered-M]

Pursuant to Section 553 of the New York City Charter (the “Charter”), there shall be in the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“the Department”) a Board of Health (“the Board”), the Chairperson of which shall be the Commissioner of the Department.  

The main function of the Board is to promulgate the New York City Health Code (“Health Code”), which can encompass any matter within the jurisdiction of the Department, including but not limited to the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, the registry of births and deaths, and animal welfare, and has “the force and effect of law.” The Board may legislate on “all matters and subjects to which the power and authority of the Department extends.”  [Charter § 558(c).]  

The jurisdiction of the Department is among the most extensive and varied of all City agencies.  Except as otherwise provided by law, the Department has jurisdiction to regulate all matters affecting health in the City and to perform all those functions and operations performed by the City that relate to the health of the people of the City, including but not limited to the mental health, mental retardation, alcoholism and substance abuse related needs of the people of the City. [Charter § 556.]  The scope of the Department’s jurisdiction includes such diverse disciplines as communicable diseases, environmental health services, radiological health, food safety, veterinary affairs, water quality, pest control and vital statistics.  New emerging pathogens and biological warfare are the most recent additions to the Department’s roster of concerns.

In addition to its primary legislative function in relation to the Code, the Board is charged with certain administrative responsibilities.  The Board may issue, suspend or revoke permits (e.g., food vendor permits) or may delegate this duty to the Commissioner, in which case a party aggrieved by the decision of the Commissioner has a right of appeal to the Board.  [Charter § 561.]  The Board may declare a state of “great and imminent peril“ and take appropriate steps subject to Mayoral approval.  [Charter § 563.]  Other administrative functions of the Board are contained in the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  One important function is to declare conditions as public nuisances and to order that such conditions be abated or otherwise corrected.  [Administrative Code § 17-145.]

In addition to the Chairperson, the Board consists of ten members, five of whom shall be doctors of medicine who shall each have had not less than ten years experience in any or all of the following: clinical medicine, neurology, psychiatry, public health administration or college or university public health teaching.  The other five members need not be physicians.  However, non-physician members shall hold at least a Masters degree in environmental, biological, veterinary, physical, or behavioral health or science, or rehabilitative science or in a related field, and shall have at least ten years of experience in the field in which they hold such a degree.  The Chairperson of the Mental Hygiene Advisory Board[footnoteRef:1] sits as one of the ten board members, provided that such individual meets the requirements for Board membership of either a physician or non-physician member. [1:  This body advises the Commissioner of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Deputy Commissioner for Mental Hygiene Services in the development of community mental health, mental retardation, alcoholism and substance abuse facilities and services and programs related thereto.  Charter § 568. ] 


The nine Board members other than the Chairperson and the member who shall be the Chairperson of the Mental Hygiene Advisory Board shall serve without compensation and shall be appointed by the Mayor, each for a term of six-years. In the case of a vacancy, the Mayor shall appoint a member to serve for the un-expired term.  [Charter § 553(b).]  The Mayor’s appointees are subject to the advice and consent of the New York City Council as set forth in Charter § 31.

The Commissioner shall designate such Department employees as may be necessary to the service of the Board, including an employee designated by him to serve as the Secretary to the Board.  [Charter § 553 (c).]               
            
Pursuant to Charter § 554, a member of the Board other than the Chairperson may be removed by the Mayor upon proof of official misconduct or of negligence in official duties or of conduct in any manner connected with his/her official duties, that tends to discredit his/her office, or of mental or physical inability to perform his/her duties.  Prior to removal, however, the Board member shall receive a copy of the charges and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Mayor and to the assistance of counsel at such hearing.


Dr. Lindsey is nominated to serve the remainder of a six-year term that expires on May 31, 2026.
  
Dr. Acquista is nominated to serve the remainder of a six-year term that expires on May 31, 2028.  

Dr. Galvez is nominated to serve the remainder of a six-year term that expires on May 31, 2024.  

Dr. Salerno is nominated to serve the remainder of a six-year term that expires on May 31, 2024.  




3

image1.png




