










The Evergreens 

Veterans Training in Green Careers  
Proposal a/o February 2023 

 

The Evergreens Green Job Training for Veterans provides paid internship training and job placement in green 

careers with good benefits and long-term career prospects in both professional and blue-collar jobs depending 

upon a Veteran’s preference and capabilities. Held on the restorative and beautiful 225-acre grounds of the 

historic Evergreens Cemetery in Bushwick, Brooklyn, the program provides hands-on and classroom training 

and soft skills for transition to civilian employment. Graduates will secure job placement serving New York 

City’s green workforce which has many jobs available. Upon completion, Veterans will be able to apply for 

work in fields to improve New York City by working in municipal jobs in parks, nonprofit organizations and 

private industry settings that require grounds, landscaping, and other green services. The Evergreens is grateful 

to serve Veterans and the City by providing job training in a green field where demand outstrips supply for city 

workers.  

 

• A goal of the Landscape Restoration Program is to assist Veterans in acquiring the hard skills for long term 

green careers with job security and full benefits, and the soft skills to help them to meet challenges as they 

transition to civilian careers. Graduates will have landscape training, OSHA-30, and Site Safety Certification.  

 

• Another goal of this program is to provide trained landscape professionals in New York City where demand 

for trained landscape employees outstrips supply. Careers in landscape restoration are green careers, a rapidly 

growing field offering employment at multiple levels -- from entry level to management level, from municipal 

employment to nonprofit and private employment – as well as entrepreneur opportunities. 

 

This professional level training will consist of college level classroom courses as well as actual hands-on 

grounds work training taught by instructors from The Davey Institute, the research, education, and training arm 

of The Davey Tree Expert Company, the second largest national landscape company. Davey, registered with 

NYC DYCD, has been running landscape training programs for youth for years. Through college level 

classroom instruction and hands-on grounds work training, Veterans will learn the following landscape and 

safety training: 

 

• Overall view of the landscape restoration profession 

• Planting of perennials, tree, and shrubs  

• Post-planting care and landscape bed maintenance 

• String trimming, mowing, leaf & grass blowing 

• Landscape bed maintenance 

• Shrub and small tree pruning 

• Team labor techniques 

 and 

• OSHA-30 Safety Certification 

• Site Safety Certificate – required for employment on NYC construction sites 

 

In addition, a Veterans employment agency recommended by NYC DVS, with wrap-around career support 

services, will provide civilian workforce development skills such as resume preparation, job interviews and 

placement, along with advice to help with issues such as transition management, skills assessments, and career 

goal setting as well as follow up tracking. 

  

Graduates of this program will secure job placement serving New York City’s green workforce. Veterans will 

help improve New York City by working in municipal jobs in parks, nonprofit organizations and private 

industry settings that require grounds, landscaping, and other green services.  
 



Testimony of Dr. Cleopatra Brown 

Before the NYC COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON VETERANS  

April 04,2023  

Good afternoon,  

I want to thank the NYC Council Committee on Veterans for the opportunity to share my 
testimony here today. My name is Dr. Cleopatra Brown. I am a property owner in Brownsville; 
I’ve served (6) years in the United States Navy from August 1982-May 1988 and (2) years in 
Reservist here in  NYC.  I am the Chairperson of the CB16 Veterans Affairs Committee, a 
member of the CB3 Veterans Committee, and an advocate for my community and the veteran 
population.  

On behalf of the Community Board 3 and Community Board 16 Veterans’ Affair Committee, we 
respectfully request that the NYC Department of Finance recognize and consider establishing a 
Real Property Tax Exemption for Cold War Veterans under the NYS Real Property Tax Law 
458-b. Currently, NYS, Hempstead. Rockland, Suffolk, and Nassau County, to name a few, have 
adopted legislation that established Real Property Tax Exemption for Cold War Veterans. 

According to the NYC Department of Finance, the only veterans who qualify for Real Property 
Tax Exemptions are those who served during the following conflicts: WWI, WWII, Korean, 
Vietnam, Gulf War, Iraq, and Afghanistan.  Currently, Cold War Veterans are being “denied” 
and told that we do not qualify as veterans because the NYC Real Property Tax law does not 
recognize Cold War Veterans.   
 
Cold War veterans are people, male and female, who served on active duty in the United Armed 
Forces from September 2, 1945, to December 26, 1991, and were discharged or released under 
honorable conditions. 

Every veteran bravely answered the call to duty; we raised our hands and committed to serve and 
protect our country, and we accomplished that mission! As Cold War Veterans, we have earned 
the right to be recognized as a veteran, and we are respectfully requesting that NYC Department 
of Finance recognize us as well.  
 
Community Board 3, Community Board 16, and the Brooklyn Borough Board have voted in 
favor and passed a Resolution to amend and expand NYC Department of Finance Real Property 
Tax to Cold War veterans.  

On behalf of the Veterans Affairs Committee and the Cold War Veterans residing in New York 
City, we recommend the Advisory Committee amend the NYC Department of Finance Real 
Property Tax Exemption to include Cold War veterans. 
 
I want to thank the NYC Council for their time, consideration, and the opportunity to express the 
concerns of my fellow veterans.  
 








	1 DVS - James Hendon
	2 VOLS - Peter Kempner
	Evergreens Cemetery Preservation Foundation
	zCleopatra Brown
	zzzAppearances



