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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to bicycle crash data.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 19 by adding a new section 19-186. 
INTRODUCTION

On February 10, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 374-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to the compilation of bicycle crash data.  This bill would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to compile and report on data on an annual bass regarding crashes involving bicycles.  

This is the second hearing on this legislation.  The first hearing occurred November 4, 2010 on an earlier version of the bill.  This version was developed as a result of input from comments at the hearing. Witnesses at the hearing included representatives from DOT and Transportation Alternatives. 

BACKGROUND


On August 16, 2010, DOT released the “New York City Pedestrian Safety Study & Action Plan (“the Plan”),” in compliance with Local Law 11 of 2008.  The Plan, as required by Local Law 11, analyzed motor vehicle crashes with pedestrians and bicycles, but did not have any information on crashes among bicycles and between bicycles and pedestrians.  Currently, information about pedestrians hit and injured by bicyclists is a statistic that is not compiled by any City agency.


However, with 250 miles of bicycle lanes installed on City streets in the past three years and plans to install hundreds of additional miles of bicycle lanes, crashes between pedestrians and bicycles seem inevitable and may increase.  DOT, recognizing the importance of tracking crashes involving bicycles and pedestrians recently agreed to start tracking crashes between bicyclists and pedestrians.
  This bill would make such data collection a legal requirement.  
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 374 would add a new section 19-186 to subchapter 3 of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the City of New York entitled “Compilation of bicycle crash data.”  Subdivision a of new section 19-186 would provide that DOT compile the numbers of bicycle crashes that are reported to city agencies or other city officials and that such crash compilation shall include crashes between bicycles, between bicycles and motorized vehicles and between bicycles and pedestrians.  Subdivision a further provides that DOT shall begin compiling such data on October 1, 2011.


Subdivision b of new section 19-186 would provide that on June 1, 2012 and annually thereafter, DOT shall provide a report to the Council for the preceding calendar year, which shall also be posted on DOT’s website, of the total number of reported crashes as required by subdivision a of this section, disaggregated by those involving solely bicycles, between bicycles and motorized vehicles, and between one or more bicycles and pedestrians.  This report would also be required to provide the number of injuries and fatalities resulting from these crashes, disaggregated as above, and also by borough and police precinct.   


Section two of Proposed Int. No. 377-A would provide that this local law take effect immediately upon enactment.
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the compilation of bicycle crash data.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-186 to read as follows:  

§19-186 Compilation of bicycle crash data. a. The department shall compile the total number of bicycle crashes that are reported to city agencies.  Such bicycle crash compilation shall include crashes between bicycles, between bicycles and motorized vehicles and between bicycles and pedestrians.  The department shall commence compiling such data on October 1, 2011.

b. On June 1, 2012 and annually thereafter, the department shall provide a report to the council for the preceding calendar year, with such report posted on the department’s website, of the total number of reported crashes as required by subdivision a of this section, disaggregated by those involving solely bicycles, between bicycles and motorized vehicles, and between bicycles and pedestrians.  Such report shall also include the number of injuries and fatalities resulting from such crashes disaggregated as above.  Such report shall also be disaggregated by borough and by police precinct. 

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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