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TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of homeless services and the human resources administration to track and report certain data regarding rental assistance programs
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new section to the Administrative Code




I. Introduction
On June 15, 2022, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala, heard Proposed Int. 303-A, sponsored by Council Member Avilés. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. 303 on May 3, 2022. At the hearing on May 3, 2022, those who testified included representatives from the New York City Department of Social Services, impacted individuals who have formerly experienced or are currently experiencing homelessness, community-based organizations, service providers, and members of the public. At the hearing on June 15, 2022, the Committee voted nine in favor, zero opposed and zero abstentions on Proposed Int. 303-A.
II. Bill Analysis
Int. 303-A – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of homeless services and the human resources administration to track and report certain data regarding rental assistance programs

This bill would require that the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) and the Human Resources Administration (HRA) track and report certain data regarding outcomes of the City Fighting Homelessness & Eviction Prevention Supplement (CityFHEPS).  If passed, the bill would take effect immediately. Since introduction, this bill has been amended to refer to the CityFHEPS rental assistance program instead of city-subsidized rental assistance programs at large. The bill was also amended to require annual reporting instead of quarterly reporting.  The bill was also amended to include information about how long a household is enrolled in the CityFHEPS program before utilizing a CityFHEPS rental assistance voucher.  


	Int. No. 303-A
 
By Council Members Avilés, Ayala, Holden, Bottcher, Stevens, Ung, Marte, Restler, Abreu, Won, Hudson, Louis, Hanif, De La Rosa, Schulman, Farías, Dinowitz, Williams, Cabán, Gutiérrez and Brewer
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of homeless services and the human resources administration to track and report certain data regarding rental assistance programs
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-328 to read as follows:
                     § 21-328 Reporting requirements regarding the city fighting homelessness & eviction prevention supplement. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
                     City fighting homelessness & eviction prevention supplement (CityFHEPS). The term city fighting homelessness & eviction prevention supplement (CityFHEPS) means the housing subsidy provided to eligible families who are experiencing homelessness or facing eviction and at risk of homelessness for non-payment of rent, established in chapter 10 of title 68 of the rules of the city of New York.
                     Household. The term household means a single individual or family, including couples without dependent children who are eligible to receive transitional housing or services from the department of homeless services or the human resources administration pursuant to federal, state and local laws and such rules and regulations as may be promulgated pursuant thereto.
b. Yearly reports regarding CityFHEPS. Beginning no later than March 31, 2024, and no later than the last day of March following each calendar year thereafter, the commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of the human resources administration/department of social services, shall submit to the speaker of the city council, and shall make available on its website, a report that includes, at a minimum, the following information, if known: 
1. The number of households that exited DHS shelter in the prior calendar year using CityFHEPS, disaggregated by:
(a) household type, which includes families with children, adult families, and single adults, and the borough they exited to;
(b) household type, which includes families with children, adult families, and single adults, and primary language spoken by the family, further disaggregated by speakers of English, the designated citywide languages as determined pursuant to section 23-1101, and a category of all other languages; and
                     (c) household type, which includes families with children, adult families, and single adults, and the reason for CityFHEPS subsidy eligibility.
                     2. The number of households that were previously enrolled in the program two calendar years prior, including the number that have returned to shelter within 12 months, disaggregated by:
                     (a) household type, which includes families with children, adult families, and single adults and borough; and
                     (b) household type, which includes families with children, adult families, and single adults and primary language spoken.
3. Information regarding the CityFHEPS program, including the following:
                     (a) number of households currently enrolled in the program, disaggregated by placements from a DHS shelter, HRA domestic violence shelter, any DHS street outreach program, DYCD runaway and homeless youth program, ACS program and households living in community;
                     (b) number of households previously enrolled in the program, including the number that no longer receive the subsidy, the number that no longer receive the subsidy and received the subsidy for the maximum period of time allowed under such program, the number that have applied for shelter, the number that have returned to shelter after having been enrolled for any length of time, and the number that have returned to shelter after having been enrolled in the program for the maximum period of time allowed under such program;
                     (c) the number of newly placed households since the prior report was published; and
                     (d) the number of households enrolled without utilizing the subsidy, disaggregated by greater than six months, greater than one year, greater than two years and greater than three years.
c. No reporting shall be required for any disaggregated data with cohorts smaller than 10 households.
§ 3.  This local law takes effect immediately.
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