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NYC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TESTIMONY 

ON INT. 277 BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON  

PARKS AND RECREATION 

June 7, 2022 

Good morning Chair Krishnan, Council Member Brewer, bill sponsor, and 

members of the Committee on Parks and Recreation. I am Ydanis Rodriguez, 

Commissioner of the New York City Department of Transportation. Thank you for 

allowing me the opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of the 

Department for the hearing record on Introduction 227. 

Intro. 227 would require DOT to post biographical and/or background information 

on its website related to re-naming or co-naming of any street, park, facility or 

structure pursuant to Administrative Code 25-102.1, within 90 days of the 

enactment of the local law that effected such naming.   

As a Department, we install over 100 street co-naming signs each year.  We are 

proud to partner with Council Members’ offices to facilitate events celebrating 

these sign installations – and play a part in this wonderful practice of celebrating 

the people, institutions, businesses, and communities with special connections to 

our New York City places, in particular those New Yorkers who have dedicated 

themselves to their communities. 

Thus as an agency involved with this process, we certainly understand and support 

the intent of the bill to make more information about the background behind street 

co-namings available to the public.  However, when it comes to DOT’s role, our 

function is to fabricate, install, and maintain the signage according to what the City 

Council designates for the co-naming. Our agency does not play any role in 

initiating, researching or presenting the background of the co-namings, and 

therefore should not be responsible for collecting or maintaining such information.  

In addition, our agency is only involved in public street co-namings, not in co-

naming other facilities or structures (other than those owned by DOT), or parks. 

DOT would be happy to discuss these issues further with the Council and the bill’s 

sponsor, together with our sister agencies. And we look forward to continuing to 

partner with our government colleagues on co-namings, to celebrate all the people 

and places that make every community in New York City special. Thank you again 

for the opportunity to submit this written testimony. 
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Dharmacharya Seerattan Way 173rd Street Between Jamaica Avenue and 93rd Avenue 

Testimony to NYC City Council Hearing on June 7, 2022 by Ashook Ramsaran 
 

Good afternoon Chairperson & Council Members. 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to submit this testimony in support of: 

Co-naming 1 blk of 173rd St bet Jamaica Ave & 93rd Ave in honor of late Dharmacharya Seerattan 
 

I am Ashook Ramsaran, Coordinator for the Committee (“Committee”) for Co-naming 1 block of 173rd 

Street between Jamaica Avenue and 93rd Avenue in Jamaica as a fitting tribute in honor of the late 

Dharmacharya Laldharry Seerattan. We are requesting your consideration for co-naming 1 block of 173rd 

Street between Jamaica Avenue and 93rd Avenue in Jamaica as a fitting tribute in honor of the late 

Dharmacharya Laldharry Seerattan who passed away on July 12, 2020 in Queens at the age of 87 years.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

There is overwhelming support for this application among community residents and 

businesses, as well as notable religious organizations. He founded Shri Devi Mandir and the Global 

Humanitarian Foundation, both highly acclaimed by the Queens Borough President and several other 

officials and organizations locally and internationally. The Shri Devi Mandir is located at 92-30 173rd 

Street in Jamaica where we are seeking to co-name the 1 block of 173rd St bet Jamaica Ave & 93rd Ave.  
 

As can be seen from his extensive biography, the late Dharmacharya Laldharry Seerattan was a 

tremendous asset to the community with a lifetime of service to spirituality, charity and contributions for 

community welfare and wellbeing. He was a well-respected iconic spiritual leader and a pioneering 

community advocate who has been recognized locally and internationally for his life-long community 

service.    
 

This Committee has compiled the attached supporting documents to substantiate this application: 

Biography, news articles, signed petitions and letters of support from organizations, institutions and 

current and former elected officials. 
 

We place high value on you the members of this Committee and look forward to your approval. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Respectfully, 

 
Ashook Ramsaran 
Coordinator, Committee for Co-naming 1 block of 173rd Street between Jamaica Avenue and 93rd Avenue in 

honor of the late Dharmacharya Seerattan 

Email: AshookRamsran@gmail.com   Cell: 1-917-519-5783  
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Don Capalbi Way 136th Street Between 57th Road and 58th Avenue 

Testimony to NYC City Council Hearing on June 7, 2022 by Ashook Ramsaran 
 

Good afternoon Chairperson & Council Members. 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to submit this testimony in support of: 

Co-naming 1 block of 136th St between 57th Rd & 58th Ave in honor of the late Don Capalbi. 
 

I am Ashook Ramsaran, Coordinator for the Committee (“Committee”) for Co-naming 1 block of 136th 

Street between 57th Road & 58th Avenue in Flushing in honor of the late Don Capalbi. The “Committee” 

comprises: Queensboro Hill Civic Association; NY Presbyterian Hospital Queens Community Advisory 

Council; Queens Historical Society; Queens Civic Congress; Queens College; Queens Botanical Gardens; 

Representatives of US Congress Member Grace Meng. 
 

After a series of hearings, testimonies and submittal of supporting documentation by our Committee, 

Community Board #7 approved the application on April 12, 2022 to co-name 1 block of 136th Street 

between 57th Road and 58th Avenue as a fitting tribute in honor of the late Don Capalbi who passed away 

on December 02, 2018 in Queens, New York, at the age of 73 years. Don Capalbi lived on this street up to 

the time of his passing and was a prominent president of Queensboro Hill Civic Association representing 

this neighborhood.  
 

Don Capalbi contributed selflessly with long, outstanding service to this community as he was a long time 

member of Community Board #7 – among his membership in several other organizations.  
 

There is overwhelming support for this application among community residents and civic associations, as 

well as and current and former elected officials who have expressed high regard and admiration for Don 

Capalbi and his lifelong community service. This Committee has compiled supporting documents to 

substantiate this application: Biography, news articles, signed petitions and letters of support from 

organizations, institutions and current and former elected officials. 
 

Don Capalbi was President of the Queensboro Hill Flushing Civic Association, member of CB #7, a long-

time member of New York Presbyterian Queens (NYP/Q) Community Advisory Council, Flushing 

Chamber of Commerce and of many other community organizations in the Flushing area. He served as a 

Community Liaison for US Congress Member Grace Meng and served in the same capacity when Meng 

was a member of the NY State Assembly. 
 

“He also fought tremendously for his neighborhood, dedicating countless hours to preserving and 

improving the quality of life in his community. He was also a great human being; a wonderful and special 

person who was selfless and full of life, and one of the kindest, friendliest and gentlest people I’ve known. 

His unwavering commitment to our constituents, and his many efforts to make our district a better place 

for all who live and work here. He will be sorely missed but the legacy of his service, and the 

contributions he made to help others, will never be forgotten.” US Congr Member Grace Meng 
 

Attached are letters of support and biography of the late Don Capalbi which attest to his many 

contributions to his neighborhood and community.  
 

We place high value of your positions as members of this Committee and look forward to your approval.  
 

Respectfully, 

 
Ashook Ramsaran 

Coordinator, Coordinator for the Committee (“Committee”) for Co-naming 1 block of 136th Street 

between 57th Road & 58th Avenue in Flushing in honor of the late Don Capalbi. 

Email: AshookRamsran@gmail.com   Cell: 1-917-519-5783  

mailto:AshookRamsran@gmail.com


 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 





 
 



 

 

















































Dear Council Member Menin,

Thank you for your consideration in honoring Seamus “Jimmy” Neary with the co-
naming of 57th Street and 1st Avenue as “Jimmy Neary Way.” I can think of no
better way to honor New York than to recognize what my Uncle Seamus and his
generation accomplished in this great city.

Jimmy Neary lived the American Dream that New York City aspires to offer all its
immigrants from all over the world. After arriving from Ireland to the Bronx, he
served his country in the United States Army. His long and distinguished career in
hospitality at the corner of 57th and 1st has been documented extensively. At
every stage of his life, Jimmy Neary lived a life of service to others while pursuing
the American Dream.

With the honor of “Jimmy Neary Way” we hope that future generations will be
inspired to their own service to others as they continue to shape the ongoing
evolution of New York City.

John Neary
New York, NY







June 2, 2022

To: CB Six District Manager Jesus Perez

Re: Street Co-naming for Dr. May Edward Chinn

Dear Mr. Perez,

As a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. for 46 years it has been my privilege to personally know

Delta women who have made significant contributions as first achievers to the New York community

and the world. Dr. May Edward Chinn stands out as one of the finest examples of this.

In 1921 Dr. May Edward Chinn became a charter member of Alpha Beta Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority Inc. This was the first graduate chapter of a sorority that was only eight years old. Though the

name changed to Alpha Sigma and is now known as N.Y. Alumnae Chapter, its mission has always been

in public service.

Dr. Chinn was one of a handful of educated black women in the early 1900s who made a difference

despite the challenges of race, gender and other biases. As a founding member of Alpha Beta Chapter

we know that she was a part of its rich foundation that has grown in leadership and public service in

the Harlem community for 101 years. Professionally we know that Dr. Chinn was the first Black female

doctor to graduate from Bellevue Medical College in 1926. We know that she was the first Black female

doctor to intern at Harlem Hospital when it was a white male dominated medical staff. She was the first

Black female doctor to ride in an ambulance. And we know that when hospitals would not give her

privileges to work within their hospital, she set up a private practice in the Harlem community. Later

her interest in cancer screening research led to work that would successfully allow detection of

gynecological cancer in women. We know that because of her dedication, brilliance, and steadfast

courage to make a difference that our world is a better place.

Dr. May Edward Chinn is known and revered by New York members of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

For more than three decades the New York Metropolitan Coordinating Council has awarded the

Dr. May Edward Chinn Scholarship to a deserving medical student within our sorority at the annual

Founders Day Luncheon. It is because of women and sorors such as Dr. May Edward Chinn that

healthcare continues to advance in so many ways. It is most fitting that Dr. May Edward Chinn be

honored and celebrated for her vast accomplishments. As a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority, Inc. North Manhattan Alumnae Chapter, I am honored to overwhelmingly support and ask CB

Six to grant approval of Street Co-naming in honor of Dr. May Edward Chinn. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Christine E. Merritt



Christopher J. Brown 
 Plymouth Avenue  

Brightwaters, NY 11718 
 

 

 

 

 

       June 6, 2022 

 

 
 
Dear NYC Council, 
 
I am writing in support of the legislation proposed by Council member Julie Menin to have 
57th St. and 1St Avenue in Manhattan co-named “Jimmy Neary Way”. I have known 
Jimmy Neary and his wonderful family for over 30 years. Jimmy has been a pillar of this 
community for decades and exemplifies the best of what it means to be a New Yorker. 
Rarely in this city and this world can you find someone that is universally beloved and 
respected. Jimmy Neary is that person. His personality lit up a room and his work ethic 
was second to none. His presence on 57th and 1st was known to all and should be 
celebrated.  
 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 

Christopher J. Brown, CPA 





Jimmy Neary - a legend!!  Jimmy’s story is truly a feel good American success story.  From his 
birth place in Ireland to his reign over Neary’s on East 57th Street, he personified the American 
dream.


Three generations of the Gene Bay family have many fond memories of dining at Neary’s.  

For our grandchildren, Mr. Neary always treated them with the same respect as the adults in 
the room.  However, no one shared the same close friendship as Gene and Jimmy.


Jimmy Neary will always be a larger than life presence on East 57th Street.  In fact, even 
renaming the entire length of East 57th Street the “Jimmy Neary Way”  would not be enough to 
cancel his gigantic presence in the mid-town east neighborhood.




June 9, 2022

To: The City Council and CB Six District Manager: Jesus Perez

Re: Street Co-naming for Dr. May Edward Chinn

Dear City Council and CB Six District Manager Mr. Perez,

I am writing to express my support for the Street Co-naming for Dr. May Edward Chinn at the Northwest

corner of East 29th Street and First Avenue in Manhattan. I am a native New Yorker and have lived here

my whole life, and raised my children in the same neighborhood. I believe it is important for children

growing up to have good role models and I believe Dr. Chinn is such a role model. She was a woman of

color who persevered over many obstacles and became a doctor at a time very few did. She lived and

worked in the area, and did outstanding work especially in the fight against cancer. I can imagine

parents and their children noticing the sign and being inspired by her positive example. Please approve

this Street Co-naming, thank you.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Rose Cohen



Neary’s is widely and highly regarded as an original New York City institution by its 

many loyal patrons who have enjoyed the Neary family hospitality for over 50 years and 

counting! 

The Late Mr. Jimmy Neary’s journey to the United States is a fabulous one filled with 

determination and achievement to inspire all.  Jimmy’s vision and love of his customers 

was infectious!  He would warmly introduce people to each other and create an 

atmosphere of close community.  Jimmy Neary’s unwavering dedication to his 

customers was unequalled.   

Although Jimmy Neary started his business on 57th Street just off First Avenue over 50 

years ago, I remember the first day I walked into Neary’s restaurant, nearly 2 decades 

ago, and experienced a very welcoming, friendly “safe place”.  I had just had a 

lumpectomy and had not eaten anything since prior day. Walking back to my apartment 

on 56th Street I saw that Neary’s was open midday.  I walked in and had a most 

wonderful lunch!  It was a very emotional day for me and Mary (server) showed me 

tremendous kindness.  I’ve been returning on regular basis although I moved a half mile 

South. 

Dining with family is how I would describe the experience at Neary’s.  It was Jimmy 

Neary who envisioned and built Neary’s into a beloved destination for young and old 

alike.   Although we lost our dear Jimmy in 2021, his daughters, Una and Anne Marie 

continue the traditions that Jimmy instilled. 

Naming 57th Street at First Avenue “Jimmy Neary Way” is a befitting way to memorialize 

all that Jimmy Neary has contributed to New York City, as well as celebrate the next 

generation on the Neary family who continues to serve the greater midtown Manhattan 

neighborhoods every day! 

 







Jeanne M. Stafford
West End Avenue

Apartment
New York, New York 10023

June 5, 2022

Ms. Julie Menin
New York City Council
RE: District 5 – “Jimmy Neary Way” co-naming
New York, New York

Dear Ms. Menin,

It is with glee that I recommend and strongly urge the New York City Council to consider a co-
naming of 57th Street and First Avenue to “Jimmy Neary Way”.

Jimmy Neary left a mark of love on every human he encountered. People felt better about
themselves having been in his presence. He loved what he did and was dedicated to doing it
with grace. Jimmy’s roots as a New Yorker are the story the city needs to tell to strengthen
itself for the city going forward.

Shining light on this great life by renaming this section of the world will ensure that others
learn about him and the beautiful story of his rise to own his very own restaurant and to
become an icon of his generation.

Jimmy adored being an American, New Yorker and Irish! You knew all this when you were with
him. Along with family and friends I’ve been on the receiving end of this devotion Jimmy had
for creating a home for visitors to Neary’s. This is a New York story we need to live on in the
hearts and minds of those who knew him and those who need to know such a story existed.

Please vote YES, for Jimmy Neary Way!

Yours in Jimmy,

Jeanne M. Stafford



Dear New York City Council Members:

I love the New York City tradition of co-naming streets after great New Yorkers. I am not
alone is looking up at some street sign and opening my phone to find out, “Who was
that?” For those fortunate enough to have known Jimmy Neary, his family and friends,
the countless patrons of Neary’s pub over five plus decades, his memory looms large,
his infectious optimism and kindness, his laugh and his many stories. But what about
those who didn’t know him, the passerby, the man walking his dog, the woman on her
way to work, the Amazon delivery person? They would have loved to have known
Jimmy Neary as well. He was a great American, a great New Yorker, and, above all
else, a great human being. May we all honor and remember him for future generations
by co-naming 57th and 1st Street “Jimmy Neary Way.”

Thank you for your consideration,

Kevin M. Callahan
Norwalk, CT



          June 6, 2022 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing in support of the proposal to have 57th Street and 1st Avenue co-named as “Jimmy Neary 
Way”. 

Jimmy Neary was an Irish immigrant who embodied the American dream and who strongly valued his 
faith, family and country.  He opened Neary’s restaurant on St. Patrick’s Day in 1967 and worked 
tirelessly until he died at age 91 in 2021.  He’s a New York legend and loved and respected by all who 
knew him.  Having 57th and 1st Avenue named Jimmy Neary Way would be a very deserving tribute this 
New York City icon.  He is an inspiration to everyone that dreams do come true with hard work and 
perseverance. 

Best, 

Kristina Galligan 

Valley View Dr. 

Morristown NJ 07960 



I believe 57th Street and 1st Avenue IS Jimmy Neary Way or so everyone visiting his
establishment for the last 55 years believes. My husband & I lived on that block 24 years ago as
newlyweds when we first stepped foot into Neary’s restaurant and I can say all these years
later, he WAS 57th street – the real deal New Yorker. What he did for the city, the people, and
specifically that neighborhood for so many years must be acknowledge. Of course, he was
acknowledged when thousands of Neary friends and family (and that’s what you were when
you dined at Neary’s) paid their respects to this New York legend less than a year ago filling St.
Patrick’s Cathedral but he needs to be memorialized on HIS corner of 57th & 1st every day.

You’ll be hard pressed to find anyone who loved life, his country, this city and Neary’s
restaurant more than Jimmy Neary. It’s time to give back to Jimmy.

Laura & Todd Kijanka



DISTRICT 5
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL LEGISLATION
Julie Menin

What an excellent gesture for the NYC Council to consider having 57th Street and 1st Avenue
co-named “JIMMY NEARY WAY”.
Jimmy Neary was one of the dearest, kindest, most loving men we have ever been honored to
know.
He loved New York almost as much as his homeland Ireland. He was proud of everything for
which it stood. He always shared how New York opened her arms to him and his family.
His ONE-OF-A-KIND Irish Pub Restaurant was the very first place we would land each time we
came to visit. We of course came for the amazing food, but really it was because of his smiling,
warm, charming, welcoming way and lovely Irish accent.
For years we would call him on St Patrick’s Day, and sing a medley of Irish tunes to him, he
would join us on the other side of the phone loudly and clearly. He would first yell, ”Listen, The
Lennon Sisters are singing to me”. It was our thrill. He was our friend.
It would be such a positive decision to forever immortalize this beautiful proud of New York
citizen. We will miss his spirit forever.

Sincerely,
The Lennon Sisters
Kathleen Lennon Daris
kathydinker@gmail.com



June 6, 2022
Lisa Papel

This is a note nominating that the corner of first and 57th be renamed
after James Neary,
He was a remarkable man who has made an incredible impact on so
many people lives.
After all he does to give back to New York City……I think it is an
earned honor to thank him and his family by commemorating him by
bestowing the honor of naming 57th and first avenue after James
Neary.

Best,

Lisa Koeppel Papel
lisapapel@me.com



Neary’s is widely and highly regarded as an original New York City institution by its 
many loyal patrons who have enjoyed the Neary family hospitality for over 50 years and 
counting! 

The Late Mr. Jimmy Neary’s journey to the United States is a fabulous one filled with 
determination and achievement to inspire all.  Jimmy’s vision and love of his customers 
was infectious!  He would warmly introduce people to each other and create an 
atmosphere of close community.  Jimmy Neary’s unwavering dedication to his 
customers was unequalled.   

Although Jimmy Neary started his business on 57th Street just off First Avenue over 50 
years ago, my fiancee and I have been loyal patrons for over 15 years.  We bring 
visitors to NYC to experience the care and great dining experience  St. Patrick’s, New 
Year’s Eve and so many other holidays are favorite visits as are ones as simple as 
when we have finished a long day’s work.    

Dining with family is how I would describe the experience at Neary’s.  It was Jimmy 
Neary who envisioned and built Neary’s into a beloved destination for young and old 
alike.   Although we lost our dear Jimmy in 2021, his daughters, Una and Anne Marie 
continue the traditions that Jimmy instilled. 

Naming 57th Street at First Avenue “Jimmy Neary Way” is a befitting way to memorialize 
all that Jimmy Neary has contributed to New York City, as well as celebrate the next 
generation on the Neary family who continues to serve the greater midtown Manhattan 
neighborhoods every day! 



To: New York City Council

From: Michelle Deal Winfield

Date: Tuesday, June 7, 2022

Resident of Manhattan Community Board Six and State Democratic Woman 74th A.D.

I come before you to speak on behalf of hundreds of residents that have honored Dr. May Edward Chinn

by signing petitions and letters requesting a street at the North West corner of East 29th Street and First

Avenue in her honor. May E. Chinn, the unsung trailblazer, an African American woman physician, had a

remarkable career in medicine and science. Graduating from Columbia University in 1921 with a B.S. in

Science, May Chinn worked in the Pathology labs at Columbia University under the mentorship of Dr.

Jean Broadhurst. In 1926, May E. Chinn was the first black woman to graduate from Bellevue Hospital

Medical College, now known as New York University Grossman School of Medicine and lived at East 27th

Street and Third Avenue, Manhattan. She then became the first Black woman intern at Harlem Hospital,

1926-1928. Dr. Chinn rode in ambulances with emergency crews saving patients before they reached

the hospitals. Due to a segregated society, Dr. Chinn was denied hospital admitting privileges until 1940.

Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia integrated Harlem hospital for all at that time. Dr. Chinn had established with

other Negro doctors, a private practice at the Edgecombe Sanitarium in Harlem, treating women and

children for over 50 years. Many of her patients she treated, could not afford to pay fees. In 1933, Chinn

worked with Dr. George N. Papanicolaou and contributed to his studies on the Pap test, now known as

the Pap smear. As noted on the Strang Cancer Prevention Institute website, Dr Chinn worked there for

29 years and has a place in history as one of the doctors who worked on early detection of cancer of the

cervix. This breakthrough resulted in the Pap test saving millions of women’s lives.

Finally, in 1980 Columbia University honored Dr. May Edward Chinn as a Distinguished Alumnus and

awarded her an honorary doctorate in science for her contributions to medicine.

I urge you to co-name East 29th Street and First Avenue, NW corner, Dr. May Edward Chinn Place, for a

trailblazer in the fight against cervical cancer benefitting women worldwide. Thank you.





























































 To: Committee on Parks & Recreation 

 To whom it may concern, 

 My husband Robert and I support the initiative of Council member Julie Menin to co-name 57th 
 Street and First Avenue “Jimmy Neary Way.”  It will be  a fitting recognition of an individual who 
 contributed so much to our city and, more specifically, to our neighborhood. 

 Neary’s Restaurant has been a landmark in our neighborhood for many decades as well as a 
 destination for travelers from other countries for whom the restaurant and its owner, Jimmy 
 Neary, were true symbols of the American success story. 

 To neighbors like us, Jimmy provided a warm and always welcome to those who frequented his 
 establishment.  Everyone who knew him loved Jimmy and looked forward to running into him on 
 the street as he walked the neighborhood, providing support for neighborhood vendors as well 
 as some of the older folks who felt that Neary’s was a second home–both in the warmth of his 
 personality and the hospitality of his staff.  All of us feel privileged to have called  him a friend. 

 Naming this little corner of midtown after Jimmy Neary, one of this city’s biggest fans and 
 supporters, is exactly the  right thing to do!  Thanks so much for considering this honor to a 
 wonderful man and patriot! 

 Sincerely, 

 Nancy Burke Solomon 



Patricia Doherty
East 57th Street
New York, NY 10022

June 6, 2022

New York City Council Members:

It was with great pleasure that I learned of the proposal to rename the corner of First
Avenue and 57th Street in honor of Jimmy Neary. At any time, “Jimmy Neary Way”
would be a great addition to the neighborhood—even more so now as the city emerges
from lockdown. The Sutton area, like so many others, is littered with empty storefronts—
Neary’s is a bastion that has endured the city’s good times and bad. Jimmy believed in
New York and his daughters Una and Anne Marie have kept that spirit alive. Let’s
recognize a true New Yorker (by way of Tubbercurry, Sligo) with a new sign on the
block reading “ Jimmy Neary Way”.

Jimmy Neary exemplified the American dream and even before attaining citizenship
served in the U.S. military protect it. He was a man of faith, honor and integrity who
welcomed all with a firm handshake and a warm smile. His iconic establishment was
“the regular” of presidents, governors, mayors, princes of industry, the rich, the famous
and just folks like me who have been going there for 55 years. Stories like his deserve
to be memorialized. I implore you to do so.

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to a positive decision and a glorious
celebration upon the unveiling of “Jimmy Neary Way” at First Avenue and 57th Street.

Sincerely,

Patricia Doherty





















































 Robert Doherty 
 6th Avenue 

 New York, NY 10022 

 June 8, 2022 

 Julie Menin 
 250 Broadway, Suite 1821 
 New york, NY 10007 

 Dear Councilwoman Menin, 

 We are most grateful for the legislation you have introduced to co-name 57th Street and First 
 Ave after our beloved Jimmy Neary. As you know, not only was Neary’s a great institution and 
 meeting place for family and friends, but the life and times of Jimmy Neary was right out of a 
 story book. 

 Jimmy and his entire family made Neary’s quite a special place that has hosted numerous 
 Presidents, Governors, Mayors and luminaries over the past 55 years.Some of my family’s 
 favorite nights have been spent right there at Neary’s listening to Jimmy tell some of his 
 infamous stories. 

 My family and I thank you in advance for your strong support of this legislation. We wish you the 
 best of luck with this and all of your future endeavors. 

 Sincerely, 

 Robert Doherty 





June 9, 2022 

To the esteemed New York City Council, 

The purpose of this letter is to join in the support of naming 57th and 1st Avenue “Jimmy Neary 

Way”.   Beyond the fact that Jimmy came to our shores as an immigrant and catered to the citizens 

of New York for over 50 years with open arms, Jimmy celebrated his citizenship by living a life 

in NYC and by welcoming all individuals who entered his establishment, from construction 

workers to the “high and mighty”.  His establishment welcomed a full spectrum of New Yorkers 

and other visitors: weary travelers,  individuals celebrating birthdays and happy events, and also 

individuals gathering to respect lost ones. 

His menu prices reflected his genteel and caring nature.   His prices for food and grog remained 

affordable to all classes of New Yorkers, and his affable nature welcomed all who entered and 

accompanied all who left with a greater sense of appreciation of his true concern for their well-

being and the well being of those who enjoyed a meal – a drink – a laugh, or just a conversation.  

Jimmy was New York.  He was iconic, unique, and his class and acumen transcended the decades 

without pause or forced revision.  NYC should honor him with its appreciation and the appreciation 

of all who loved him and occasioned his establishment.  As our 35th President, John F. Kennedy, 

said so boldly: 

"As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation 

is not to utter the words, but to live by them." 

Jimmy was pleasant to everyone, and always “took the high road”.  Let’s live in appreciation of 

this New York institution – Jimmy Neary – by naming the street in his honor – a thoroughfare 

which he and his welcoming restaurant ably manned for over 50 years. 

Sincerely, 

/s/Thomas P. Bergwall 

Thomas P. Bergwall 

TB/ka 



From: Kevin Callahan <kcallahan22@gmail.com> 
Subject: Fwd: Co-Naming 57th Street and 1st "Jimmy Neary Way" 
 

Dear New York City Council Members:  
  
  
I love the New York City tradition of co-naming streets after great New Yorkers. I 
am not alone in looking up at some street sign and opening my phone to find out, 
“Who was that?” For those fortunate enough to have known Jimmy Neary, his 
family and friends, the countless patrons of Neary’s Pub over five plus decades, 
his memory looms large, his infectious optimism and kindness, his laugh and his 
many stories. But what about those who didn’t know him, the passerby, the man 
walking his dog, the woman on her way to work, the Amazon delivery person? 
They would have loved to have known Jimmy Neary as well. He was a great 
American, a great New Yorker, and, above all else, a great human being. May 
we all honor and remember him for future generations by co-naming 57th and 1st 
Street “Jimmy Neary Way.”  
  
Thank you for your consideration,  
  
Kevin M. Callahan 
Norwalk, CT  
 
  

mailto:kcallahan22@gmail.com


Dear City Council – 
 
As a lifelong resident of New York City, it has been my privilege over the years to meet Jimmy 
Neary at his restaurant on 57th St. It is a landmark in many lives of the residence of the upper 
East side and throughout the tri-state area.  
 
Culturally, it remains a significant place in the Irish American experience here in New York City. 
 
Please add my voice to those of many others who are asking the council to consider this 
honorary renaming as a contribution to the multi generational diversity of this wonderful place. 
 
Sent from my iPad  
 

In Christ + 
 

Rev. Robert M. Dunn 
5655 Arlington Ave. 
Riverdale, NY 10471 
 
frdunn@mac.com 
 
  

mailto:frdunn@mac.com


 
  



From: RicK Helfenbein <rhelfen@gmail.com> 
Date: June 7, 2022 at 7:56:01 AM EDT 
To: Una Neary <umneary@gmail.com> 
Subject: Proposal: to have 57th Street and 1st Avenue co-named as “Jimmy Neary Way”. 

  
Moving to Manhattan can be a daunting experience unless, of course, you had the incredible 
opportunity to have met Jimmy Neary. 
  
As my wife and I wandered into Neary’s on 57th Street several years ago, we were greeted by 
Jimmy - and we felt right at home. In fact, Jimmy immediately wound us into his web of family, 
staff, fellow diners, and friends. If, on any day, you entered his world without a smile, he gave 
you his own. There is no one more worthy to have a valued corner of Manhattan named after – 
than the consummate host himself – Jimmy Neary – a person whose name is larger than life 
itself and a name that should live on forever. 
  
  

Rick & Harriet Helfenbein 

Rick Helfenbein 
60 Sutton Place So 
Apt 15 BS 
New York, NY 10022 
212 486 2967 
  
  

mailto:rhelfen@gmail.com
mailto:umneary@gmail.com


FROM THE DESK OF 

Brian G. Andersson 
 
June 9, 2022 
 
Dear NYC City Council: 

I wish to add my voice in support of the proposed co-naming of East 57th Street at First 
Avenue as “JIMMY NEARY WAY.” 

There aren’t enough good things that could be said of a man I met over 35 years ago.  He 
was an Irish immigrant, like my grandfather, who came here with little more than a dream - 
that taught me what true Patriotism looked and sounded like. 

He was a man unapologetic Faith - and he LIVED it. 

Jimmy Neary worked very hard to raise a family and build a good business in a tough and 
demanding town.  He LIVED the AMERICAN DREAM. Everything you see and experience at 
his fine establishment at 358 East 57th Street was scratched out with sheer determination 
and good character - oh, and that smile. 

The notable people that have frequented Neary’s over the last 55 years discovered the 
wonderful and welcoming atmosphere of friendship the moment they stepped through the 
door.  

I am honored to have known Jimmy Neary and his family.  

As a kid born, raised, educated, and still a homeowner in The Bronx, I can confidently say 
that this is exactly the type New Yorker that we should be honoring - and I add my name to 
supporting this very appropriate action. 

Sincerely, 

Brian G. Andersson 

(Former Commissioner, NYC Dept. of Records) 

 



I would like to testify as a friend of the Neary family - that I believe 57th and1st 
should be named Jimmy Neary Way. Jimmy is a legacy in New York City -his restaurant 
has been around for over 50 years and he came to this country with nothing and made 
a beautiful life for him and his entire family. He is the epitome of what New York City and 
the American Dream are all about. No one deserves a street named after him more than 
Jimmy Neary. I had the privilege of knowing him personally, and there are few humans 
that have the integrity, love for NYC, passion for what he did and achieved. This would 
mean the world to him (he was a very religious man and I know he is still with us) and 
the world to his family all that knew and loved him. 



My Name is Dutch deCarvalho and I am a lifelong New York City resident. I am here to voice 
my opposition to Mayor Eric Adams’ executive budget, and to call on the City Council to pass a 
budget that meets the needs of all New Yorkers.  
 

Two years into the pandemic, working-class New Yorkers are in crisis. COVID-19 cases are 
surging, landlords are raising rents and families struggle to stay in their homes. But the mayor 
continues to favor the wealthy and powerful over everyday New Yorkers. His budget makes 
devastating cuts to vital city services, like housing, healthcare, sanitation, and education, while 
leaving the NYPD’s $10-billion budget intact.  
 

Today, I urge the Council to fight against the mayor’s program of austerity and punishment. 
Instead of cutting funding for housing, the Council must invest $4 billion into permanent, 
affordable housing, including $1.5 billion for NYCHA and $2.5 billion for HPD. As someone who 
works in the public schools, I am particularly disguested by Adams’ cuts to our public education 
system. The budget should be investing $122 million into CUNY, and funding DOE mental 
health counselors and social workers, rather than filling school police vacancies and cutting the 
budget. I also urge the Council to act on two deadly crises facing our city: climate catastrophe 
and the overdose epidemic. We need $3.1 billion for the Streets Plan, $1.8 billion for green 
public schools, $250 million for Fair Fares, and $10 million to expand life-saving safe 
consumption sites to all five boroughs.  
 
Finally, the Council must reject the mayor’s regressive return to law and order. I urge the 
Council to reject the proposal to add hundreds of new COs for solitary confinement, a practice 
the UN defines as torture. I also urge the Council to demonstrate their commitment to racial 
justice by cutting failed NYPD criminalization programs like the ineffective and violent 
plainclothes units, the so-called Subway Safety Plan, and ending all NYPD response to mental 
health calls. 
 
Thank you for hearing my testimony.  
	





Dear council member,

I write to you on behalf of my two boys. They have learned to swim thanks to the NYC aquatic programs.

My youngest is still learning and sadly we haven’t gotten in the lottery the past couple of times since it’s a very
popular program. My oldest is part of the swimming team at Gertrude Ederle Recreation Center. He loves to be
part of the team, his coaches are amazing and he really enjoys his friendship with the other swimmers.

It has come to my attention that there’s a chance the program will end and that’s why I am writing to you.

Swimming is not only fun but it’s an amazing exercise and an important life skill. Our children are healthier and
safer when they learn how to swim! Childhood obesity is increasing in our country, we need more programs like
this to help keep our children healthy.

Learning to swim can also enhance children’s safety in the water decreasing their chances of drowning. Fatal
drowning is the second leading cause of unintentional injury death in children ages 1-14. (1)

Participation in formal swimming lessons can reduce the risk of drowning among children and young adults (2,3).

If anything, we need more programs like this instead of less! These programs are always at capacity and there’re
no enough spots through the lottery. They are incredibly valuable because they are free and accessible to all.
Programs like this make me proud as a New York tax payer.

Please consider maintaining or expanding these programs. Our children need them!

Thanks in advance for your time and help,

Pamela Flores

1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-
based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) [Online]. Available
at http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars. Accessed 16 April 2021.

2. Denny SA, Quan L, Gilchrist J, McCallin T, Shenoi R, Yusuf S, Hoffman B, Weiss J. American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) – Council on Injury, Violence, and Poison Prevention. Policy Statement – Prevention of
Drowningexternal icon. Pediatrics 2019;143(5): e20190850

3. Brenner RA, Taneja GS, Haynie DL, Trumble AC, Qian C, Klinger RM, Klevanoff MA. Association
between swimming lessons and drowning in childhood: A case-control studyexternal icon. Archives of
Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine 2009;163(3):203–210.



NYC H2O is an environmental education and stewardship organization that works in
all five boroughs.

Commissioner Donoghue talked about expanding access to open space.
If I told you that there was 50 acres of greenspace that was not open to the public at all? Would
you believe me?

Well it’s true. The Ridgewood Reservoir in Highland Park between Cypress Hills Brooklyn and
Ridgewood Queens, pictured in my background, is 50 continuous acres that is completely
inaccessible to the public.  Let’s open it up safely with boardwalks. NYC H2O has a plan and the
ability to open the interior of the basins up to the public safely.

CM Krishnan asked Carter Strickland what it would take for Parks to engage in a similar
partnership that the Trust for Public Land has with the DOE.

Your question is right on the mark.
I think this should be the focus of the next Parks committee hearing. There should be a
standardized mechanism in place to make this happen with clear metrics, rather than entering
into partnerships with select groups based on political connections.

CM Holden pointed out that it cost the city $3,000 to plant one tree.

NYC H2O planted 200 trees in Highland Park last year. We did not get paid $600,000. We did it
for the cost of employing 5 employees who worked with and organized 20 volunteers to help
with the planting.

In the meanwhile, NYC H2O citywide Ecological Sustainability Proposal with Jamaica
Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy, Bronx River Alliance, Natural Areas Conservancy, and Van
Cortlandt Park Alliance. As part of the Greener NYC initiative, we propose a citywide ecological
sustainability program to protect the City’s valuable ecosystems, mitigate increasing climate
change impacts, and improve open spaces and waterways. Our coalition has formulated a
citywide plan that will engage the public in environmental education, stewardship, and provide
green jobs and training designed to improve the ecosystems in public spaces, parklands, and
wetlands.

We have shared the proposal with council finance.

—-----------

According to our partners at the Natural Areas Conservancy, there are 20,000 acres of forests
and wetlands in NYC. Divided across these 20,000 acres, our proposal comes out to under $90
an acre. NYC H2O has a successful track record of organizing cleanups on beaches across the
city and at the Ridgewood Reservoir in Highland Park. Bringing together hundreds of volunteers



a year, we are able to do the same work the City normally spends 4-5 times more on through
contract work.

The benefits are more than just cost savings: our work provides New Yorkers the opportunity to
get involved in their local communities, experience our City’s natural environment, and learn
something new.

With this funding, the coalition will
● Remove invasive species and plant native species in parks and wetlands in all five

boroughs
● Hire 15 full-time environmental stewards from the communities surrounding these natural

areas and provide green job training
● Facilitate 400 environmental STEM field trips bringing over 7,500  public school students

from 284 schools (primarily Title I and III) to New York City parklands
● Organize year-round weekly volunteer stewardship events recruiting 3,000 volunteers
● Engage the public in programming that brings them into their local parks

We believe that getting people out and into nature is the best way to foster a connection with the
environment and encourage community engagement. Thank you for your time and
consideration; we have submitted a longer proposal as written testimony.



Dear Members of the Parks Committee,

I would like to submit this request to continue the swim team into September.

I am a parent of two kids who go to the Swim Team at Gertrude Ederle center. I understand

that it has not been fully decided whether the swim teams program would continue next year.

All of us, parents of the swim team, were really upset and disappointed at the possibility of

discontinuing the program, and would like to make our voices heard that we really love the

program and appreciate what the city is doing for us here. And we would like to plead to the

city council and commissioner to keep the program open for next year and to start it in

September.

During the few months both kids made tremendous progress in their swimming. The older one

rejected 2 other teams after going there once, and this is the first program that she loves. I

credit the wonderful coaches for this.

To speak more broadly about the program and the people who attend it – there is tremendous

diversity in the kids who attend it. For many of them English is a second language, and there is a

blend of all races and ethnicities. All kids are in public schools. Some kids commute from as far

as Queens for this. It is fascinating to observe the dynamics between kids at the drop off and

pick up in the changing room. We have kids from 6 to 18 from all backgrounds, and they really

feel like a team in their interactions.

If this program were to be closed, there are no alternatives. There are a few very costly teams,

and none in the geographic area of the west side. Please consider keeping it from September.

Regards,

Olga Nekrasova
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