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By Council Members Stevens, Louis, Hanif, Brooks-Powers, Nurse, Abreu, Narcisse, Velázquez, Ayala, Rivera, De La Rosa, Won and Hudson (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President)
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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a public education and outreach campaign on the risks of caesarean sections
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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            Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-199.3.2 to read as follows:
§ 17-199.3.2 Caesarean section risks. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Caesarean section. The term “caesarean section” means the surgical procedure in which a baby is delivered through an incision in the abdomen of the mother.
Relevant agencies. The term “relevant agencies” means the department of social services, the mayor’s office to end domestic and gender-based violence, the New York city health and hospitals corporation and any other agency that the department deems relevant. 
Relevant organization. The term “relevant organization’ means a community-based organization that serves a population that the department deems relevant to the campaign required by subdivision b of this section.
b. Public education and outreach campaign. Beginning no later than 90 days after the effective date of the local law that created this section, and continuing thereafter, the department, in collaboration with the relevant agencies and the relevant organizations, shall conduct a public education and outreach campaign to inform the public about the risks of a caesarean section to a pregnant person and a newborn. Such campaign shall include, but need not be limited to, the following: 
1. Creating culturally appropriate written materials, including, but not limited to, pamphlets, posters and flyers, in the designated citywide languages as defined in section 23-1101;
2. Posting such materials on the websites of the department, the relevant agencies and the relevant organizations;
3. Having employees of the relevant agencies and the relevant organizations distribute such materials to their clients and patients; and
4. Providing such materials to locations, including, but not limited to, doctor offices, hospitals and relevant organizations for such locations to disseminate such materials to their clients and patients.
c. Report. The department shall submit a report on the campaign required by subdivision b of this section beginning no later than one year after the effective date of the local law that created this section and annually thereafter. The commissioner shall submit such report to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post such report on the department’s website. Such annual report shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information: 
1. The number of public education and outreach efforts as required by subdivision b;  
2. A list of each such effort with each separate row referencing a unique effort and providing the following information about such effort set forth in separate columns:
(a) The agency or the organization that conducted such effort;
(b) The approximate number of individuals provided information during such effort; 
(c) The specific population, if any, reached during such effort; and
(d) The information disseminated during such effort; and
3. Any recommendations to improve such efforts and the plans to implement such recommendations. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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