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INTRODUCTION


On November 4, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 377-A. This legislation would amend the Administrative Code to require the New York City Department of Transportation to provide detailed reasons for its traffic study determinations in certain cases.  Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”); community boards, civic groups and transportation advocates.  

BACKGROUND


Under national standards for the installation of traffic control devices
, a traffic analysis must be performed before a traffic control device, such as a traffic light or certain signage, may be installed.
  Federal regulations mandate that the national standards be used in order to qualify for federal highway funding.


Anecdotally, some people have complained that when they have requested a traffic control device, DOT will conduct its traffic analysis and if it determines that traffic controls are not appropriate for the area, will send a short letter to the requesting party stating that the request was denied because it did not meet the national warrants.  These people have been frustrated by the lack of details about why their requests were rejected.  This bill would address this problem by requiring DOT to disclose the backup data that led it to make its determination.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Proposed Int. No. 377-A would add a new section 19-183 entitled “Traffic Study Determinations.”  Subdivision a of new section 19-183 would provide that upon issuing a determination in any traffic analysis requested by a community board or council member, DOT shall provide such community board or council member with a detailed explanation of the reasoning behind its determination and any traffic studies or reports supporting its determination.


Subdivision b of new section 19-183 would provide that upon issuing a determination in any traffic analysis requested by a member of the public, DOT shall, within seven days of a written request, provide such member of the public with a detailed explanation of the reasoning behind its explanation and any traffic studies or reports supporting its determination.  Subdivision b would also provide that determinations and other materials provided under this subdivision to a member of the public shall also be forwarded to the community board(s) or council member(s) in whose districts the location of the traffic analysis is located.


Section two of Proposed Int. No. 377-A would provide that this local law take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law.

Proposed Int. No. 377-A

By Council Members Vacca, Cabrera, Comrie, Fidler, James, Palma, Williams, Halloran and Ulrich
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to traffic study determinations.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-183 to read as follows:

§19-183  Traffic study determinations.  a.  Upon issuing a determination in any traffic analysis requested by a community board or council member, the department shall provide such community board or council member with a detailed explanation of the reasoning behind its determination and any traffic studies or reports supporting its determination.

b.  Upon issuing a determination in any traffic analysis requested by a member of the public, the department shall, within seven days of a written request, provide such member of the public with a detailed explanation of the reasoning behind its determination and any traffic studies or reports supporting its determination.  Determinations and other materials provided under this subdivision to a member of the public shall also be forwarded to the community board(s) or council member(s) in whose districts the location of the traffic analysis is located.
§2.  This local law shall take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law.
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LS # 1085

10.19.10 – 2:15 pm

� 23 CFR 655 adopts the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (“MUTCD”) as the national standard for designing, applying and planning traffic control devices.


� MUTCD § 1A.09


� 23 CFR 655.603
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