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New York City Planning Commission regarding 15 Penn Plaza, June 24, 2010
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MAS is committed to the success of Moynihan Station and west Midtown and believes that a comprehensive
transportation strategy is integral to encouraging development on the west side that is sustainable for the long
term and helps to develop a recognizable sense of place. For several years, MAS has co-chaired the Friends of
Moynihan Station, a coalition of civic organizations, business groups and elected officials that has
consistently and effectively advocated expanding and renovating Penn Station, as well as building a
“Moynihan Station District” of dense new development that takes advantage of the station’s unparalleled
access to the region’s workforce. We are very proud of the progress toward making a new Moynihan Station a
reality and believe that it will dramatically improve people’s travel experiences. However, how the new
station will relate to the larger transportation system needs to be considered carefully.

The city and state now have a historic opportunity to plan for a significant east-west transportation system.
The subway system grew over time and was not built according to an overarching plan; however, we would
like to see improvements to it made in a thoughtful way that is cohesive and coordinated. The Hudson Yards
Rezoning creates development rights of nearly 26 million square feet of new office development, 20,000 units
of housing, 2 million square feet of retail, and 3 million square feet of hotel space but there are currently no
underground transportation systems to connect Moynihan Station to the new density that will rise to the west.
While expansion of the number 7 train will be useful, transit options that do not rely on 42™ Street are needed
from Moynihan Station to new developments on the far west side.

MAS notes that 15 Penn Plaza could be the first of many very large buildings in the area. Without
commenting on the use, design, or the proposed bulk of either of the buildings certified for the 15 Penn site
we believe that signage should be sized and located appropriately and new loading docks and curb cuts should
be minimized to accommodate the expected large number of additional pedestrians. With Moynihan Station at
the center of what we imagine will be a very active neighborhood we believe that all future projects in the
area should contribute toward improving transportation as well as the aboveground experience. Today the
streets around Penn Station are packed and during rush hours in particular pedestrians spill out from the
sidewalks. The proposed 15 Penn Plaza building will draw many more people into a congested neighborhood
that is only going to become more so. While we think that the proposed transit improvements such as the
reopening of the Gimbel’s passageway and better access to subway platforms are much needed, we are
concerned that these plans alone will not sufficiently improve the flow of large numbers of people from east
1o west along the area’s exceedingly crowded streets and sidewalks. The grand experience of passing through
a new Moynihan Station should be matched in the street realm.

In light of the size of the proposed 15 Penn Plaza development, and its potential as a precedent for new buildings
in the vicinity of Moynihan Station, MAS would like to sce an area-wide transportation master plan for both
above and belowground so the public can evaluate how these incremental measures fit into a long-term planning
framework.

The Municipal Art Society of New York is a private, non-profit membership organization whose mission is to
fight for intelligent urban design, planning and preservation through education, dialogue and advocacy.
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