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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the livery passenger bill of rights.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision a of section 19-537 and amends subdivision d of section 19-537 of the administrative code of the city of New York by amending paragraphs 10 and 11, and adding a new paragraph 12. 
INTRODUCTION


On March 27, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 449-A, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to the livery passenger bill of rights.  This legislation would amend subdivision a of section 19-537 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (the Code) and would amend subdivision d of section 19-537 of the Code by amending paragraphs 10 and 11 and adding a new paragraph 12.  This bill would require that the currently existing livery passenger bill of rights be augmented to include a provision notifying passengers that they may request a wheelchair accessible vehicle and are entitled to be provided service equivalent to those who do not have a disability.  This is the second hearing on this legislation.  The first hearing was held March 1, 2012.  At that hearing, the Committee heard testimony from representatives of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) as well as interested stakeholders and community leaders.  The legislation was amended following that testimony.  
BACKGROUND

The Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) is the main regulatory body of the for-hire car industry in New York City. TLC licenses and regulates 13,237 medallion taxicabs, 38,662 for-hire vehicles, 2,460 paratransit vehicles, 389 commuter vans, and 108,987 drivers.


According to section 17(c) of Chapter 59B of the Rules of the City of New York, promulgated in 2001, disabled passengers in livery vehicles are entitled to equivalent price and service levels as passengers who are not disabled.
 However, the Passenger Bill of Rights currently posted in livery cars makes no mention of this rule. Presently the Bill of Rights posted in every livery vehicle enumerates twelve rights that a passenger has, including having a courteous driver, clean car and not having to tip for poor service, but there is no specification of the service that disabled people are entitled to under TLC rules.
 


Proposed Int. No. 449-A would require that the existing livery passenger bill of rights include the right that disabled individuals have to service equivalent to non-disabled individuals.

ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 449-A would amend subdivision a of section 19-537 of the Code by removing the reference to section 6-01 of the Rules of the City of New York in the definition of “livery”.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 449-A would amend subdivision d of section 19-537 of the Code by amending paragraphs 10 and 11 and by adding a new paragraph 12.  Paragraph 10 would be amended by omitting the word “and”, while paragraph 11 would be amended by omitting a period, inserting a semi-colon and adding the word “and.”

New paragraph 12 would add language to the current livery passenger bill of rights to state that a passenger is entitled to request a wheelchair accessible vehicle and be provided with equivalent service.
Section three of Proposed Int. No. 449-A would provide that this legislation take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the livery passenger bill of rights.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-537 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

a.  For the purposes of this section, the term “livery” shall have the same meaning as defined under Title 35[, §6-01] of the rules of the city of New York.  

§ 2. Subdivision d of section 19-537 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by amending paragraphs 10 and 11 and adding a new paragraph 12 to read as follows:

(10) a driver who does not use a cell phone (hand-held or hands free) while driving; [and]

(11) decline to tip for poor service[.] ; and

(12)  request a wheelchair accessible vehicle and be provided with equivalent service.

§ 3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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� Mayor’s Management Report, September 2011, page 131


� Information accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/passenger/wheelchair_access.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/tlc/html/passenger/wheelchair_access.shtml� on March  26, 2012
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