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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to the Committee on Rules, Privileges and

          4  Elections. My name is Diana Reyna, and I am Chair of

          5  the Committee.

          6                 Before we begin, I'd like to

          7  introduce my colleagues on this Committee who are

          8  present today. To my left in the front is Council

          9  Member Leroy Comrie. Council Member Inez Dickens,

         10  Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, Council Member

         11  Joel Rivera, Council Member Maria Baez, Council

         12  Member Daniel Garodnick, Council Member Melinda

         13  Katz.

         14                 And behind the first row, we have to

         15  my right, Council Member Lewis Fidler, Council

         16  Member Vinnie Gentile. I'd like to thank Barbara,

         17  our Counsel, and Chuck Davis, as well as Crystal and

         18  Reggie, who are the investigators to this Committee.

         19  Today the Rules Committee will be considering the

         20  following matters: The appointment of Juan Carlos

         21  Polanco to the New York City Board of Elections,  a

         22  vote to appoint Council Member Gale Brewer to the

         23  New York City on Public Information and

         24  Communication, and the Committee assignment, change

         25  vote to seat Council Member Ignizio on the Finance
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          2  Committee.

          3                 First before us we have Juan Carlos

          4  Polanco. Mr. Polanco is being considered for

          5  appointment as the Republican Commissioner from

          6  Bronx County. He will fill a vacant position. His

          7  appointment is for the remainder of a four-year term

          8  that began on January 1st, 2005, and ends December

          9  31st, 2008. For the record, his certificate for

         10  party recommendation was properly formatted and

         11  submitted. The Board of Election consists of ten

         12  commissioners, two from each of the City's five

         13  counties who are directly appointed by the New York

         14  City Council. Not more than two commissioners shall

         15  be registered voters of the same county.

         16                 Each commissioner serves a term of

         17  four years, or until a successor is appointed.

         18  Commissioners shall be registered voters from each

         19  of the major parties in the county for which they

         20  are appointed.

         21                 The Board and its commissioners are

         22  responsible for maintenance and administration of

         23  voting records and elections.

         24                 The Board also exercises

         25  quasi-judicial powers by conducting hearings to
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          2  validate nominating petitions of candidates, or

          3  nomination to elective office.

          4                 The Board is required to make an

          5  annual report of its affairs and proceedings to the

          6  New York City Council once every 12 months and no

          7  later than the last day of January in any year.

          8                 Commissioners receive a $125 per diem

          9  for each day's attendance at meetings of the Board

         10  or any of its committees, with a maximum of 12,500

         11  per year.

         12                 Welcome, Mr. Polanco. I'd like to ask

         13  you to raise your right hand and be sworn in. If you

         14  can just press the button towards your right. Just

         15  raise your hand.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Do you swear or

         17  affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth and

         18  nothing but the truth?

         19                 MR. POLANCO: Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: And if you have an

         21  opening statement, now is the time to read it into

         22  the record.

         23                 MR. POLANCO: Great. Good morning,

         24  Chairwoman Reyna, Minority Leader Oddo and Majority

         25  Leader Rivera and the rest of the City Council
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          2  members here.

          3                 Thank you for this wonderful

          4  opportunity to meet with you this morning in hopes

          5  of earning your support to be the next Commissioner

          6  from the Bronx at the Board of Elections.

          7                 I would also like to take this

          8  opportunity to thank the Bronx Republican Executive

          9  Committee for forwarding my nomination to this

         10  Committee.

         11                 I have prepared myself relentlessly

         12  for an opportunity to serve my City in this

         13  capacity. I have the utmost respect for the City

         14  Council, as well as the Board of Elections. Like

         15  many of you here, when you first ran for City

         16  Council, ran with the intent to change the world,

         17  you ran, you ran hard and congratulations for

         18  winning. And many of you are doing just that.

         19                 I see the Board of Elections as a

         20  wonderful opportunity for me to do my part in

         21  changing the world. And I have to tell you, as a

         22  little kid, growing up in the Fordham section of the

         23  Bronx, and I was a fat little nerd, I've got to tell

         24  you, as I never went out, and one thing that little

         25  kids who don't go out do in the Fordham section is
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          2  we read, and we get reading the mail. And I got to

          3  read Councilman Jose Rivera's legendary newsletters

          4  as a little boy and that motivated me to get into

          5  politics and government and having these delusions

          6  of one day being the first Hispanic President of the

          7  United States, I would have never believed that I

          8  would have been here today before the Board asking

          9  for your support, I've got to tell you.

         10                 So, when I graduated from SUNY Albany

         11  as an educational opportunity program student, I

         12  graduated with the intent to change the world and

         13  make a difference, I became a New York City public

         14  high school teacher in the Bronx. And I taught at

         15  Truman High School for nearly three years, where I

         16  taught civics, and I taught about democracy and

         17  history and American government and economics, and I

         18  was a role model at 22 when I went in there for

         19  thousands of inner city kids who needed one. And I

         20  thought I changed the world then and I still wanted

         21  to keep going and making a difference. I ran for the

         22  State Assembly with the same intent. I joined the

         23  Assembly Republican Leader staff, when I became the

         24  New York City Director, to do my part in

         25  representing the conference in the region in an
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          2  effort to change things for those around me. And I

          3  have to tell you, now that I'm an attorney with an

          4  MBA, I think I have the tools necessary to really

          5  make a difference and be a role model for many, many

          6  kids in New York City.

          7                 I am asking for your support today to

          8  allow me to contribute to the City as a member of

          9  the Board of Elections. Now, I cannot think of a

         10  better time to sit on the Board. I can bore you to

         11  death with the stuff about HAVA, and, oh, what are

         12  we going to do about those archaic voting machines

         13  and optical scanning and identification, and that

         14  stuff is really interesting because it's in the

         15  papers all day. But I've got to tell you, there's

         16  something very serious in our City that I think that

         17  as a Commissioner, and a new Commissioner with the

         18  same ambition you guys went into your jobs with,

         19  that I'd be able to contribute. And I am more

         20  interested in how we can assure that our young

         21  people are registering to vote. I want to see new

         22  Americans register to vote and participate in

         23  primaries and general elections, and take ownership

         24  of the democratic process.

         25                 I want to see the Commissioners at
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          2  the Board of Elections not negotiate on what poll

          3  sites they're going to consolidate, but I want them

          4  focusing on how we're going to expand poll sites. I

          5  want to see extreme participation, I want to see

          6  output maximization by young people and new

          7  Americans in New York City in the Democratic

          8  process. Now, I plan to do this in a nonpartisan

          9  fashion. I've got to tell you, I know that I got

         10  some hisses when you heard I was a Republican, in a

         11  nonpartisan fashion, I want to do what I do best. I

         12  want to go to the New York City public schools in

         13  the Bronx, and I want to talk to the Juniors and

         14  Seniors, and, again, in a nonpartisan fashion,

         15  believe me. I want to encourage them to register to

         16  vote. I want to have the problems of what are we

         17  going to do with this new influx of registered

         18  voters? Where are we going to put the poll sites? I

         19  want to take the time to go speak to your community

         20  boards, not in a partisan fashion, but just update

         21  them on some of the things, nuances, that had they

         22  been at the Board, they would have heard, but

         23  chances are they're not there. So, I'll be able to

         24  update them on some of the things that they should

         25  know about, some of the new optical scanning in
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          2  their HAVA legislation things that have gone on in

          3  the State Assembly. I want to take the opportunity

          4  to do that, and encourage ownership in the

          5  democratic process. I believe that's the hard part

          6  of this job. I see it as the biggest challenge

          7  moving forward.

          8                 I think that if Commissioners were to

          9  do that, roll up their sleeves and go with the

         10  people and find out what the needs are, we'd have a

         11  more efficient Board of Elections.

         12                 Notwithstanding my ambition and my

         13  excitement to be part of the Board, there are some

         14  people that some of you have seen, or sooner or

         15  later will experience, who have nothing else better

         16  to do with their time than to sit in front of a

         17  computer and put anonymous blogs and e-mail this

         18  prestigious body some horrible nasty things about me

         19  or other people that you may know. I have to tell

         20  you that none of those things are true, with the

         21  exception that they have my name correct, Juan

         22  Carlos Polanco. My friends call me JC, you can call

         23  me JC.

         24                 Now, having said that, they do their

         25  business by hurting people and their reputation, and
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          2  unfortunately, I want everyone to know that those

          3  things are not true and as a staffer in the

          4  Assembly, I am more than competent to handle the

          5  duty as a Commissioner at the Board of Elections in

          6  the Bronx. My position in no way interferes with

          7  election law, with the Assembly rules as evident by

          8  the letter, included from the Assembly, majority and

          9  minority, who are also in agreement with what I am

         10  saying today. And none of the City Council rules

         11  will prevent me from sitting on the Board of

         12  Elections.

         13                 Now, I want you to know that my

         14  integrity is very important to me. And as a lawyer

         15  and an officer of the court, I take this thing very

         16  seriously. And I can promise you that I will never

         17  compromise my position on the Board of Elections in

         18  any way whatsoever.

         19                 Now, having said all of that, I know

         20  you guys have a lot of business to do, I'm ready to

         21  hit the ground running, and do a good job on the

         22  Board of Elections.

         23                 Thank you, again, for this fantastic

         24  opportunity to meet with you this morning. I look

         25  forward to answering any questions you may have.
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          2  That's all I have to say. Since I was 16, every

          3  interview I've been to, the first questions were

          4  about my years as a bat boy for the Yankees. So,

          5  I'll answer those questions, too, but if you guys

          6  want to talk about some of the HAVA stuff, I'm more

          7  than willing to answer any questions you have.

          8                 Thank you for the opportunity.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Madam Chair, did

         10  he say he's a Yankee fan? I'm withdrawing my

         11  support. I make a motion for a recess.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Hey, hey. No talks

         13  about baseball in Chambers. That's the rule. We'll

         14  get into many debates here.

         15                 So, I'd like to just thank Mr.

         16  Polanco for his very worthy statement and the

         17  challenge that you present here for yourself, we

         18  will all be looking forward to seeing some of the

         19  results. It's good to have you be willing to be a

         20  part of government and contribute to what this great

         21  City would have to offer, hence those results,

         22  getting our youth more involved, expanding those

         23  poll sites to making sure that the democratic

         24  process is in its best motion.

         25                 I'd like to ask my colleagues if
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          2  there is any questions or comments? I'd like to just

          3  give the opportunity now for there to be a question

          4  or comment presented to Mr. Polanco.

          5                 Council Member Minority Leader Oddo

          6  would like to say a few words. And I failed to

          7  mention him when we were introducing our members to

          8  this Committee.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         10  Chair. I will be very brief. You know, it's been

         11  awhile now since there has been a vacancy in the

         12  Board of Elections for the Bronx and there's been

         13  some controversy in some circles. I think the weight

         14  has been well worth it in finding JC, and as you

         15  heard the energy and I think the right motivation.

         16                 I just want the record to reflect

         17  that the fact that the Republican Delegation chose

         18  not to act unilaterally on some previous nominations

         19  was not a reflection, frankly, on those individuals.

         20  We believe that all appointees should be vetted and

         21  go through the full Committee process, so I just

         22  want the record to reflect that there was no sort of

         23  personal animosity or personal judgment being made

         24  on previous names.

         25                 But I'm very familiar with JC, and
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          2  what you see is what you get. You've got a young,

          3  vibrant, energetic young man who I think wants this

          4  position for the right reasons, and I hope the

          5  Committee looks fondly upon that. Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

          7  Member Oddo.

          8                 Council Member Rivera, and we have

          9  been joined by Council Member McMahon from Staten

         10  Island as well.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         12  much, Madam Chair. I just want to congratulate JC

         13  Polanco on his nomination today. I think his life of

         14  service is testament and shows that if you work hard

         15  and you focus, days like today will continue to

         16  come.

         17                 On another note, you know, you

         18  mentioned HAVA and you mentioned the electronic

         19  voting machines, and we do know now that 2009 will

         20  be the first time these voting machines will be used

         21  in Citywide elections, and that's going to be

         22  interesting, to say the least in how people are

         23  going to get adjusted to using these machines.

         24                 So, as I will be urging the Board of

         25  Elections to do, is to make sure they hold a series
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          2  workshops and seminars to educate the community and

          3  new voters on how these machines differ from the old

          4  machines, especially the senior population, you

          5  know, because they are accustomed to voting with the

          6  shupe lever machine as opposed to these new

          7  electronic devices. So, I mean that's going to be

          8  something that is going to have to be looked at over

          9  the next couple of years. Congratulations.

         10                 MR. POLANCO: Thank you, sir.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Seeing no one else

         12  -- oh, Council Member Ignizio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Yes, thank

         14  you very much. I recognize I am not a member of the

         15  Committee, however, I have known JC for quite some

         16  time, both on a personal level, we worked together

         17  in the Assembly, and I'm proud to work with him yet

         18  again. This minority of three members we appreciate

         19  is an important one here to the Council, and I want

         20  to recognize that JC is a person, as Jimmy said,

         21  that will go the extra mile, that generally has a

         22  lust for government, generally has a lust for public

         23  service, and he will not let this Council down, he

         24  will not let our delegation down, and I dare say he

         25  will not let the City down. So, I appreciate your
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          2  consideration of him and I hope that you will vote

          3  in the affirmative.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

          5  Member Ignizio.

          6                 I'd like to once again thank Mr.

          7  Polanco. You are more than welcome to continue to

          8  joining us until the vote.

          9                 I just wanted to move to the second

         10  item. We are joined by our colleague Council Member

         11  Gale Brewer, just on the other side of things. She

         12  is the Chair of the Committee on Technology and

         13  Government, and the Council will vote on Council

         14  Member Brewer's appointment to the New York City

         15  Commission on public information and communication.

         16  Council Member Brewer will serve for an unspecified

         17  term.

         18                 Council Member Brewer, would you like

         19  to say a few words?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         21  much. You probably think what in the world is CoPIC.

         22  It is a creature of the 1989 Charter revision that

         23  was before Internet, and the concept is that there

         24  should be a commission that has both Mayoral

         25  appointments, Public Advocate, Borough President,
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          2  people from the news media, community board and

          3  certainly the City Council. And it is majority

          4  mayor, and the concept is to have a body that

          5  suggests ways in which the government and the

          6  community, the people of New York, can communicate

          7  better.

          8                 The one that comes across most

          9  clearly is FOIL. I know certainly many times we

         10  FOIL, the community FOILs, but there is a

         11  complicated process, the State has made some new

         12  suggestions, legislation regarding FOIL. CoPIC is an

         13  organization that can in fact look clearly, even

         14  more specifically than the City Council. Again, it

         15  makes recommendations.

         16                 I notice that there is lots of

         17  discussion I think going on as to what the best

         18  mechanism is. In other parts of the world there is a

         19  huge emphasis now on every single resident being

         20  able to communicate to government using text

         21  messaging. The Borough President of Manhattan just

         22  this week suggested that when this horrific fire

         23  took place, it could have been a text messaging kind

         24  of system.

         25                 I mention some examples as to ways in
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          2  which the public and the government could improve

          3  communication. Obviously we can do some of these

          4  oversight hearings in the City Council. When you

          5  have an ongoing dialogue between this kind of body

          6  where there are people who are sitting down on a

          7  regular basis talking about it, I'm hoping the

          8  communication can improve. To be clear, it doesn't

          9  exist yet, even though it's Charter mandated. And to

         10  be clear, I have been pushing the public advocate to

         11  call this Commission and now she's on board and

         12  doing so and we'll be working with her staff to make

         13  all the appointments and with the Mayor's Office.

         14                 I've been in touch with the

         15  Commissioner of DoITT, and he is certainly

         16  interested in participating and has said as such,

         17  and will help bring along some of his fellow

         18  Commissioners.

         19                 And certainly suggestions from all of

         20  my colleagues are welcome in terms of some of the

         21  public members who can also be appointed.

         22                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 I'd like to just state for the record
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          2  that there has been a testimony submitted by the

          3  Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum before the Rules,

          4  Privileges and Elections Committee for today's

          5  hearing, August 22nd, concerning the appointment of

          6  Council Member Gale Brewer to the Commission on

          7  Public Information and Communication. It will be

          8  read into the record after this hearing.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: She spelled my

         10  name wrong. Can you correct that? Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Absolutely.

         13                 Are there any questions from my

         14  colleagues to Council Member Brewer?

         15                 Seeing no one, we will move to the

         16  last item, and that is the urging of a vote for a

         17  Committee assignment for Council Member Ignizio to

         18  the Finance Committee.

         19                 Council Member Ignizio, do you have

         20  anything to say? Fantastic. So, I would like to ask

         21  for a roll call.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam

         11  Chairwoman, may I briefly explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Absolutely.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I have to tell

         14  you, you know, I read Mr. Polanco's bio here, and I

         15  was extremely troubled by this Yankee bat boy thing.

         16  It was a real problem for me. But then I saw that --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I object.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: You can

         19  object, I didn't even mention the fact that I was

         20  troubled by the fact that it's in the Bronx, too.

         21  You know, but then I noticed that Mr. Polanco served

         22  on the Central Council at the great University of

         23  Albany, and as a former Chairperson of that body, it

         24  just kind of moved me, and I saw that you were the

         25  Chief Financial Officer for the Student Association,
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          2  a position that was held by no other than the

          3  illustrious Stu Klein of the Office of Management

          4  and Budget. So, I'm going to overlook that Yankee

          5  bat boy prejudice that I have and I'm going to vote

          6  for Mr. Polanco, and so I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Speaking for a

          9  Mets fan here, I vote aye. And I appreciate Mr.

         10  Polanco's aggressiveness towards public service. I

         11  think that's to be commended. I will ask, though,

         12  that the idea of going into folks' community boards,

         13  if you want to come into Forest Hills, I'd be happy

         14  to host you, and make sure that you do get your

         15  message out.

         16                 But I do think that what Mr. Polanco

         17  is talking about shouldn't go unnoticed. I do

         18  believe that there is a disconnect sometimes between

         19  the public perception of the Board of Elections and

         20  what people actually know about them. So, I think

         21  it's a good thing to try to get the message out

         22  there. It's not sort of a body of folks out there

         23  that people can't have influence on. So, I think to

         24  a certain extent that is a courageous goal for you

         25  to be meeting and we look forward to working with
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          2  you.

          3                 Thank you, and I vote aye on both.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

          6  take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Polanco on

          7  his appointment to the Board of Elections. The Bronx

          8  has finally got the right person with the right

          9  energy and the right spirit. I've always admired

         10  your style and your glass and your grace. I did not

         11  know until today that you were Republican, but, you

         12  know, clearly that can be forgiven also because you

         13  have the right ideas and the right vision to make

         14  sure that Board of Elections does what's necessary

         15  to do registration, to do the outreach. And I look

         16  forward to hosting you in my district also to talk

         17  about HAVA and the other important issues, and to

         18  hopefully do registration of new immigrants that are

         19  coming into the community. So, welcome aboard.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:

         24  Congratulations to our colleague, Gale Brewer, and

         25  as a baseball fan, I vote aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS:

          4  Congratulations to my colleague Gale Brewer on this.

          5  You've been a hard fighter for technology, to bring

          6  the entire City Council and lead the City of New

          7  York into the 21st century, so congratulations.

          8                 Mr. Polanco, I will forgive you that

          9  you are Republican, because you are a member of the

         10  Rotarians, who were early supporters to bring women

         11  and members. So, I know that you're a good person,

         12  in addition to such a phenomenal, phenomenal resume.

         13  So, I salute you, I congratulate you. I know that

         14  you will work hard on the behalf of all of the

         15  citizens of New York. And to of course my other

         16  colleague, Council Member Ignizio, I know that you

         17  will protect us, even though you are a Republican.

         18                 Thank you, and I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you.

         21  With great respect for all of our colleague's work,

         22  Gale Brewer, on issues of technology and I can think

         23  of no better person for a position on CoPIC, and so

         24  I just wanted to congratulate her, and so I just

         25  wanted to congratulate her and look forward to
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          2  hearing all about it. We know we will. And also, of

          3  course, Mr. Polanco, looking forward to working with

          4  you. Congratulations, and I vote aye on both.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Councilman Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Okay, vote stands at

         12  14 in the affirmative, no negatives, no abstentions.

         13  Item is adopted.

         14                 Committee members, please sign the

         15  report. Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you very

         17  much. We're going to leave the vote open for Council

         18  Member David Weprin, who is conducting a Finance

         19  Committee hearing. And if members can please sign

         20  the roll call. Thank you very much.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Okay, the vote now

         25  stands at 15 in the affirmative, no abstentions, no
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          2  negatives.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: This hearing is

          4  adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 12:10 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 22nd day of August 2007.
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