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JUNE 13, 2000
INT. NO. 751
BY: Council Members O’Donovan, DiBrienza, Fiala and Golden; also Council Members Lasher, Rodriguez and Abel

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Commodore John Barry Boulevard, Borough of Staten Island.

INTENT:
This proposed local law would name, by adding an additional sign, Front Street, between Thompson Street and Wave Street, as Commodore John Barry Boulevard.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


The following biographical information was excerpted from materials provided by the Richmond County Board of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America.  


John Barry was born in 1745 at Ballysampson on Our Lady’s Island, in County Wexford, Ireland.  He began his career on the sea as a ship’s cabin boy and graduated from seaman to able seaman and, ultimately, to a Mate’s rating.  


John Barry’s first naval command came in 1766 aboard the schooner, Barbadoes, sailing out of Philadelphia.  His next command, the Patty and Polly, was a small brigantine which he took on a single voyage and, shortly after, he  took command of the Industry, a 45-ton vessel.  


About the time of the First Continental Congress in 1774, John Barry began a lifelong friendship and collaboration with Revolutionary War financier Robert Morris.  John Barry’s last pre-Revolutionary War sailing experience was in the service of Morris on the 200-ton ship Black Prince.  It was aboard Black Prince, on a return voyage from England, that John Barry established the unparalleled record of travelling 237 miles by dead reckoning in a 24-hour period, the fastest day of sailing recorded in the 18th century.


When John Barry arrived back in Philadelphia aboard the Black Prince, he was told that the Colonies and Great Britain were at war and was given the task of outfitting the first Continental Navy’s ships which were put to sea from Philadelphia.  Upon completion of this work, John Barry was rewarded with a Captain’s commission in the Continental Navy, dated March 14, 1776 and signed by the President of Congress, John Hancock.  With his commission went command of John Barry’s first warship, the brig Lexington.  In his first sea battle, John Barry’s Lexington had great success against the British tender, Edward.  


Later in 1776, John Barry was given command of the 32-gun Effingham, one of three frigates then under construction in Philadelphia.  With the 1777 British assault on Philadelphia imminent, John Barry was forced to scuttle his new command, the Effingham.  


On March 8, 1778, John Barry attacked a British fleet with seven small craft, including rowboats, barges and longboats and surprised armed sloops as well as a fortified schooner capturing all three British ships.  He succeeded in destroying three other ships, holding off a frigate and a ship-of-the-line and garnering vital British intelligence and valuable engineer’s entrenching tools.  


Later in 1778, John Barry was given command of the 32-gun frigate, Raleigh.  Defeated by superior British naval forces, John Barry attempted to blow up the Raleigh in Maine’s Penobscot Bay to prevent it from falling into British hands, leading two-thirds of his crew to safety in rowboats to Boston.


John Barry was then given command of the Alliance, a 36-gun ship which was the only regularly commissioned ship still afloat at the close of the Revolution in 1783.  It was in battle on the Alliance that John Barry was injured while defeating two British ships, the Atlanta and the Trespass.  


John Barry’s final battle of the Revolution was also the last battle of the Continental Navy.  On March 10, 1783, John Barry was returning from Havana aboard the Alliance, escorting the Duc de Lauzon, a transport carrying a shipment of 72,000 Spanish silver dollars destined for the Continental Congress when he battled the British frigate Sybil.  He drove the Sybil off after inflicting significant damage to it.


After the War for Independence and the dissolution of the Continental Navy, from 1787 to 1789 John Barry reentered the maritime trade, opening commerce with China and the Orient while captaining the merchant ship Asia.  


In the 1790’s, under George Washington’s guidance, the Navy was revived as a permanent entity.  On June 5, 1794, Secretary of War Henry Knox wrote to John Barry informing him that the President, with the advice and consent of the United States Senate, had selected him senior captain of the Federal Navy.  On February 22, 1797, President Washington called John Barry to the President’s Mansion to receive Commission Number One in the Navy, which was dated June 4, 1794 the date of his original selection.  He held the courtesy title of Commodore from this period through the end of his active naval career on March 6, 1801.  He is popularly regarded as the Father of the United States Navy.


Commodore John Barry died at the age of 58 on September 12, 1803 of a long standing asthmatic condition.


Staten Island Community Board No. 1 is in support of this proposed local law. 
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