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	RES. NO. 193-2024
	By Council Members Williams, Riley, Stevens, Salaam, Hanif, Ossé, Hudson, Bottcher, Avilés, Krishnan, Cabán, Marte, Menin, Banks, Restler, Ung, Hanks, Won, Marmorato, Brooks-Powers and Farías


	TITLE:
	Resolution designating October as Youth Empowerment Month annually in the City of New York to recognize, appreciate, and celebrate the successes of young people and their contributions to school and community life



	RES. NO. 508-2024
	By Council Members Williams, Riley and Farías


	TITLE:
	Resolution designating October 10 annually as Casey Benjamin Day in the City of New York and celebrating the genius of his music and his unique contributions to a variety of music genres



	RES. NO. 518-2024
	By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Cabán, Hanif, Gutiérrez, Riley, Williams, Narcisse and Farías


	TITLE:
	Resolution declaring October as Jamaican Heritage Month in New York City



	PRECONSIDERED RES. 
	By Council Members Hudson and Cabán


	TITLE:
	Resolution celebrating the New York Liberty’s winning of the 2024 Women’s National Basketball Association championship and declaring October 20 as New York Liberty Day annually in the City of New York




On Wednesday, October 23, 2024, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Carlina Rivera, will hold a hearing and vote on Resolution Number (Res. No.) 193, sponsored by Council Member Nantasha Williams, which would designate October as Youth Empowerment Month annually in the City of New York to recognize, appreciate, and celebrate the successes of young people and their contributions to school and community life; on Res. No. 508, also sponsored by Council Member Williams, which would designate October 10 annually as Casey Benjamin Day in the City of New York and celebrate the genius of his music and his unique contributions to a variety of music genres; on Res. No. 518, sponsored by Council Member Selvena Brooks-Powers, which would declare October as Jamaican Heritage Month in New York City; and on a Preconsidered Res., sponsored by Council Members Crystal Hudson and Tiffany Cabán, which would celebrate the New York Liberty’s winning of the 2024 Women’s National Basketball Association championship and declare October 20 as New York Liberty Day annually in the City of New York.




Res. No. 193

Resolution designating October as Youth Empowerment Month annually in the City of New York to recognize, appreciate, and celebrate the successes of young people and their contributions to school and community life.

By Council Members Williams, Riley, Stevens, Salaam, Hanif, Ossé, Hudson, Bottcher, Avilés, Krishnan, Cabán, Marte, Menin, Banks, Restler, Ung, Hanks, Won, Marmorato, Brooks-Powers and Farías

Whereas, New York City (NYC) youths and young adults up to 25 years of age have an important and constructive role to play in NYC communities; and
Whereas, According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Key Substance Use and Mental Health Indicators in the United States: Results from the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, herein called National Survey, about 17 percent of young people aged 12 to 25 said that they had felt depressed for at least one period of two weeks or longer during the past year and had also had issues with their sleeping, eating, energy, concentration, or feelings of self-worth; and
Whereas, According to the National Survey, the percentage of young people aged 12 to 25 experiencing depression has been on a steady rise since 2013; and
Whereas, According to the Mayo Clinic, social media can provide teens with support and a social network, which might help them avoid depression, but excessive use of social media can also increase anxiety and depression and expose them to bullying and peer pressure; and
Whereas, Looking for ways to reach out to young people to support them in resolving their day-to-day issues and, in the long run, in increasing their self-esteem is a necessary and valuable role for school and community leaders to play; and
Whereas, Many agencies and community leaders focus their efforts on young people who have been marginalized-including those living in underserved communities, those living in immigrant and low-income households, those caught in the epidemic of gun violence, and those struggling with personal issues-and rightly so; and
Whereas, According to Linette Townsley, Youth Services Committee Chair of Community Board 12 in Queens, NYC needs to pay attention to its young people who are excelling in school and giving back to the community, to recognize them and let them know that they are appreciated, and to guide them as they plan for their futures; and
Whereas, Many prominent organizations, NYC agencies, and community leaders have joined with Community Board 12 to plan, provide resources, or host activities for the first commemoration of Youth Empowerment Month in October, 2023, including the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), National Action Network, National Urban League, NYC Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD), local pastors, and more; and
Whereas, Although the idea for Youth Empowerment Month was born in Queens, sponsors for this first Youth Empowerment Month have reached out to and brought in youth and supportive community leaders and organizations from every NYC borough; and
Whereas, Pastor Tina Booker, who founded Radikal4kidz, a youth outreach organization, praised the idea of a month devoted to young people and called for their involvement in choosing the kinds of events to be held during Youth Empowerment Month in years to come; and
Whereas, Events for Youth Empowerment Month can include college fairs, art installations, days of community service, documentary movie screenings, lectures and discussions on current issues, music and dance performances, block parties, resources such as those from the U.S. Small Business Administration for youth entrepreneurs that young people might not even be aware of, and more; and 
Whereas, Every NYC community can and should find a local community leader to create its own Youth Empowerment Month agenda and find its own ways to celebrate its young people; and
Whereas, It is fitting that NYC take some time to focus its resources and energy on its young people, who hold the future of the City in their hands and who, when coming together, can inspire each other to continue doing great things; now, therefore, be it
                     Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York designates October as Youth Empowerment Month annually in the City of New York to recognize, appreciate, and celebrate the successes of young people and their contributions to school and community life.
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Res. No. 508

Resolution designating October 10 annually as Casey Benjamin Day in the City of New York and celebrating the genius of his music and his unique contributions to a variety of music genres.

By Council Members Williams, Riley and Farías

	Whereas, Casey Bryon Benjamin was born on October 10, 1978, in Brooklyn to Gentle Benjamin, a television producer from Grenada, and Julieta McAlmon Benjamin, a nursing assistant from Panama; and
Whereas, Benjamin then moved to South Jamaica, Queens, where he grew up surrounded by Caribbean and Latin culture and musical influences, including the Jamaica Funk Crew; and
Whereas, Having become interested in jazz at the young age of four, Benjamin began playing the saxophone at the age of eight and was performing by the age of 12; and
Whereas, Benjamin graduated from Manhattan’s prestigious Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts in 1996 and went on to study music at the New School’s School of Jazz and Contemporary Music, where he met Robert Glasper, who would become an important part of his music career; and
Whereas, Beginning their formal collaboration in 2004, Benjamin became a founding member of the Robert Glasper Experiment, led by keyboardist Glasper and later described by The New York Times critic Nate Chinen in 2012 as “specializ[ing] in deep, immersive grooves, nourished as much by hip-hop and R&B as any known species of jazz”; and
Whereas, Nominated for five GRAMMY Awards during his career, Benjamin won a GRAMMY in 2012 with the Robert Glasper Experiment for best R&B album for Black Radio, which featured Erykah Badu, Lupe Fiasco, and Yasiin Bey (Mos Def); and
Whereas, In 2015, Benjamin won another GRAMMY Award for best traditional R&B performance for the Robert Glasper Experiment’s cover of Stevie Wonder’s “Jesus Children”; and
Whereas, Benjamin was known for his vibrant stage presence and his swirl of braided hair, often streaked with color, gathered on top of his head; and
Whereas Benjamin’s “energy exuded freedom” before he even played a note, according to bass player and composer Derrick Hodge, who collaborated with him in the Robert Glasper Experiment and in Stefon Harris’s band Blackout; and
Whereas, Benjamin also collaborated, recorded, and toured with a long list of well-known jazz, Hip Hop, and R&B solo artists and groups, including Betty Carter, Drake, Nas, Kendrick Lamar, A Tribe Called Quest, Common, Wyclef Jean, Solange, Mary J. Blige, John Legend, Lady Gaga, and Beyoncé; and
Whereas, As an associate music producer working alongside rapper and producer Q-Tip, Benjamin lent his talents to Ali, a musical about the life of Muhammad Ali; and
Whereas, Although Benjamin was an acclaimed alto, tenor, and soprano saxophonist, The New York Times noted that “he never let himself be limited, by genre, style or even instrument” and that “he created a rainbow of sounds using not only reeds and woodwinds but also a vocal synthesizer manipulated with a keytar (a keyboard instrument worn with a strap around the neck), along with other synthesizers and effects pedals”; and
Whereas, In a 2018 interview on the HighBreedMusic website, Benjamin described his own style as “creat[ing] this lane for myself…this sort of thing that, you know, only I can do” and noted that “99 percent of my career, I have been hired to be myself…[people say] just let him do what he does; and
Whereas, In that same interview, Benjamin described the key to success as “find[ing] something that…nobody else does and, when you find it, do it every single time”; and
Whereas, On March 30, 2024, Benjamin died of a pulmonary thromboembolism at the age of 45, prior to the release of his new solo album; and
Whereas, According to his obituary in DownBeat, a jazz and blues music magazine, Benjamin “possessed a fluid, round sound on the alto saxophone and a unique sense of phrasing” and was described as “most recognizable by the layers of electronic effects” and for his distinctive “use of vocoder-processed vocals, often manipulated through the keytar he played onstage”; and
Whereas, His longtime collaborator Glasper told Rolling Stone magazine that Benjamin was the “epitome of what it means to be unique and one of a kind” and “the true meaning of a genius at his craft”; and
Whereas, In a recent tribute at a concert by Fall Out Boy frontman Patrick Stump, one of his collaborators, Stump said of Benjamin that “to be in his presence is to understand that music is supposed to be joy [and that] we are supposed to share this together”; now, therefore, be it
                     Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York designates October 10 annually as Casey Benjamin Day in the City of New York and celebrates the genius of his music and his unique contributions to a variety of music genres.
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Res. No. 518

Resolution declaring October as Jamaican Heritage Month in New York City.

By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Cabán, Hanif, Gutiérrez, Riley, Williams, Narcisse and Farías

	Whereas, Jamaicans are the third-largest foreign-born group in New York City, according to the Census American Community Survey 2020; and
Whereas, Jamaican Immigrants have made neighborhoods like Crown Heights and East Flatbush in Brooklyn; Eastchester and Wakefield in the Bronx; the Laurelton-Rosedale area in Queens and many other areas of the city their home; and
Whereas, Jamaican immigrants have contributed greatly to the economic development in New York City and the U.S. as notably hard workers, business owners and entrepreneurs; and 
Whereas, For example, according to a 2010 American Community Survey and the U.S. Census Bureau, Jamaicans are among the three immigrant populations to own the greatest number of businesses in the U.S. from 2002 to 2008, contributing $348 billion to the U.S. economy from 2002 to 2007; and
Whereas, New York City had the largest number of black-owned Jamaican businesses during this period and these businesses contributed about $12.8 billion to New York City economy; and
Whereas, Many Jamaican Americans have contributed significantly to the arts, music, culture, and politics in New York City and the U.S; and now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the Council of the City of New York declares October as Jamaican Heritage Month in New York City.
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Preconsidered Res.

Resolution celebrating the New York Liberty’s winning of the 2024 Women’s National Basketball Association championship and declaring October 20 as New York Liberty Day annually in the City of New York.

By Council Members Hudson and Cabán

Whereas, The New York Liberty won its first Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA) championship on October 20, 2024, at Brooklyn’s Barclays Center by a score of 67-62 in overtime over the Minnesota Lynx, the only team to have beaten the Liberty multiple times in regular season play, taking three of four games; and
Whereas, In front of a sellout crowd of over 18,000, the Liberty won the title in five games, after five previous unsuccessful trips to the WNBA finals; and
Whereas, The Lynx had won four WNBA titles out of six previous trips to the finals; and 
Whereas, Liberty center Jonquel Jones was named the MVP (most valuable player), averaging 17.8 points and 7.6 rebounds per game during the finals series; and
Whereas, High scorers in game 5 for the Liberty were Jones, who scored 17 points, followed by Breanna Stewart and Nyara Sabally, who each scored 13 points; and
Whereas, Stewart sent game 5 into overtime by making two free throws to tie it up with five seconds left in the fourth quarter; and
Whereas, Liberty players Sabrina Ionescu in the fourth quarter and rookie Leonie Fiebich in overtime both had critical three-pointers on the way to their game 5 win; and 
Whereas, Ionescu notably also made a three-pointer that won game 3 of the championship series for the Liberty with one second left on the clock, putting the Liberty ahead two games to one in the series; and
Whereas, Reporting on game 5, ESPN noted that Sabally “turned the game on its head” when she was put in, providing “energy a stat sheet can’t record” and noted that the “other spark plug came in the form of Kayla Thornton, a tough, imposing figure,” who “took it upon herself to curb Minnesota superstar Napheesa Collier with her close checking and elite footwork”; and 
Whereas, The championship five-game series was hotly contested, with three of the first four games being decided by three points or fewer; and
Whereas, The valiant contributions of Betnijah Laney-Hamilton, an important member of the squad since 2021 and coming off a July knee surgery, which has limited her playing time, were crucial to the Liberty’s win in game 2; and 
Whereas, This year, the Liberty tied its own record of 32 wins during the regular season; and
Whereas, The Liberty’s defeat of the Las Vegas Aces in the semi-finals this year was especially rewarding after the Liberty’s loss to the Aces for the championship last year; and
Whereas, Liberty coach Australian Sandy Brondello, who previously coached the Phoenix Mercury to a WNBA championship in 2014, commented, “I’m really proud of our team, how resilient we were, how we stuck together, how we continued to trust each other”; and
Whereas, Many Liberty players have received accolades prior to this championship, including Paris Olympics gold medalists Stewart and Ionescu, Paris Olympian Sabally (playing for Germany), and five-time All Star and WNBA champion Courtney Vandersloot; and 
Whereas, The committed teamwork and perseverance of the entire squad of Liberty players has been on display throughout the 2024 regular season as well as in post-season play right through game 5 of the finals; and 
Whereas, The Liberty, which was one of the WNBA’s original franchises and moved to Brooklyn in 2020, has brilliantly reignited the ardor of New York City (NYC) fans of women’s basketball, thanks to Liberty players’ talent, skill, passion, and dedication and thanks to their mascot Ellie the Elephant, who has a fervent following of her own; and
Whereas, The Liberty’s WNBA win brings NYC its first professional basketball championship since the New York Nets won the American Basketball Association title in 1976; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York celebrates the New York Liberty’s winning of the 2024 Women’s National Basketball Association Championship and declares October 20 as New York Liberty Day annually in the City of New York. 
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