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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 2

[ Gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  Good norni ng
ny nane is David Geenfield, I’ma council nenber
fromthe 44'" Council District. | presently serve
as the Chair of the Land Use Commttee. First off
today, | would |like to acknow edge the many peopl e
who are here today, who are present for the final
Land Use Conmmittee that we are privileged to have
Gail Benjamin in attendance at. | especially want
to recogni ze her husband Bob Mealy. Bob if you
could stand up and wai ve.

[ Appl ause]

CHAlI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: Gail said she
woul d have stayed for another 24 years but Bob
insisted that she ride off into the sunset with
him So Bob you are officially the |east favorite
person here today.

[Mc stopped]

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  ...which is the
fulfillment of the commtnent to contextually
downsi ze this site if the Jewish Honme did not build
a new facility here. Wich is what’s happeni ng.
W have the res 117'" Street rezoning. W have

some very loud council menbers as well. Quiet on
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 3
the set please. To facilitate the devel opnent and
reconstruction of property to be used for
residential uses which is located in Council Menber
Dicken’s district. W also have the Enpire
Boul evard Rezoning in Council Menber Cunbo’s
di strict which would allow for a new construction
of a 68-unit building as well as facilitated fresh
super mar ket and space for community facility.
Counci | Menber Cunbo is now supporting the project
after she negotiated an increase of affordable
housi ng from 20%to 25% of the affordable units.

We have ten new UDAAPs sone of which
are in Council Menber Dickens’ district. W have
20145598 HAM proposes to nodify previously approved
project to allow tax exenption for the 127'" Street
Cluster and 20145652 HAM 20145653 HAM 20145654
HAM proposes a tax exenption from existing
af f ordabl e housi ng devel opnent. An exenption for
two additional projects to be devel oped by M
Houses at 1895 Park Avenue and 123 East 129'"
Street, and 62-68 East 130'" Street. 20145543 HAM
nodi fies a previously approved project and grants a
new t ax abatement Maple Court at 51 East 122"

Street. 20140233 HAM and 20140238 PQM woul d
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 4
facilitate the devel opnment of a ten-story m xed-use
building at 492 St. N cholas Avenue whi ch woul d
assi st in the ongoi ng mai ntenance and affordability
in an existing adjoining building. 20145589 HAX
woul d authorize a tax exenption for ten buildings
| ocated in Council Menber Arroyo’ s and Counci
Menber Torres’ district, collectively known as 2015
Mont erey Avenue. And 20140278 HAK and 20145277 ZSK
facilitates the construction of a 79-unit
af fordabl e building with supportive services in
Counci| Menber Mealy’s district. Lastly we have
the matter 20145539 HAK in Council Menber Treyger’s
district which is on our calendar to be filed
pursuant to a letter w thdraw from HPD

The subcommittees have recommended
approval of these itens as have the nenbers of the
districts these projects are |ocated. The Chair
recomrends an Aye vote on all of these matters.

[Mc off]

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  We will now
take any comments or questions from nenbers of the
committee. Hearing none, I'Il ask the clerk to
pl ease call the roll

[ Background tal k]
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 5

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: W’ ve been
joined by Council Menber Richards.

COWM TTEE CLERK: W I Iliam Martin,
Conmttee Clerk. Roll call vote Conmttee on Land
Use. Council Menber Geenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | vote Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: 1gni zi o.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O Yes.

COWM TTEE CLERK: GCentil e.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Pal ma

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Aye on all.

COWM TTEE CLERK:  Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Aye on all.
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COWM TTEE ON LAND USE
COW TTEE CLERK: Lander .
[M C OFF]

COW TTEE CLERK:  Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Perm ssion to

expl ain nmy vote.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:

O course.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Thank you M.

Chair. Wth great gratitude to Gai

Benjam n for

the many, many tines as a council nenber where she

| ooked after me and saved nme and nmade sure that |

was al ways doing the right thing. And for the

years of her advice as Subconmmttee Chair, | vote

Aye on all. Thank you Gail.
CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:

COW TTEE CLERK:  Weprin.

Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N:  Aye.

[M C OFF]

COW TTEE CLERK: WIIi ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:

A huge

congrats to Gail. [MC OFF] | owe you 88 which

abst ai n.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ri chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS

COW TTEE CLERK: Barr on.

Aye on all.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 7

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Permission to
expl ain my vote.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: O cour se.

[M C OFF]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: First | also
want to extend ny congratul ati ons and best wi shes
to Gail. | went to work with briefly, but know of
her great work through ny predecessor, Counci
Menber Charles Barron, who had nothing for praise
for her abilities and her conpetence and her
t horoughness. So | want to extend that. And
secondly to cast ny vote with all due respect to ny
col l eague, I'mvoting no on Land Use 88. Aye on
all the others.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cohen

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Kal | os.

COUNCI LL MEMBER KALLOS: Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: O cour se.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: | just want to
take a nonent to recognize Gail Benjamn for her
service to the City of New York. To the mllions

and mllions of people who have benefitted from
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 8
your expertise and all that you ve done over the
years and specifically for the people of ny
di strict who can now appreci ate an amazi ng park
space because of your hard efforts as well as those
of the entire teamhere. But, thank you for
sticking around and being here to hel p us through
so many big deals. And just thank you for your
career of service. Qur city is better for it. And
| vote Aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: [Mc Of] Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: O cour se.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO | just want to
say the developers are treading water. | just want
to make sure that’s noted. And to Gail, thank you
so nuch for everything you ve done. The nany,
Antonio you can’t do that nonents. You' ve al ways
kept us in line in making sure that we did what we
were supposed to do. And |I'’mextrenely gratefu

for you and ny years as a staff nenber and now as a
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 9
council menber. So thank you for everything. And
| vote Aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  Sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: | was j ust
telling Council Menber Garodnick that | believe
when you canme to the council | was two.

[ Laught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: And | think
|’ mnot sure, Antonio were you even born? But |
admre deeply the quality and | ength of your
service to the council. And | think when people
t hi nk about institutional nmenory, | think it’s your
nane that’s synonynous with it. And so |’ mjust
eternally grateful. Even in the short period that
|’ ve known you, you' re such a delight to work with
and your departure is a real loss for this body.
So thank you.

[Mc Of]

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: And | vote Aye.

[Mc off]
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 10

COMW TTEE CLERK: By a vote of 20 in
the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions. Al itens have been adopted with the
exception of the following Land Use itemwhich is
LU-88 which is adopted by a vote of 18 in the
affirmati ve, one in the negative and one
abstenti on.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  Thank you.
We're going to keep the roll open for 15 m nutes.
We have a final piece of unofficial business and
I’d like to give our chairs the opportunity to make
comments on the record.

We actual ly have an application
submtted by the Land Use Committee of the New York
Cty Council, pursuant to Section 201 of the New
York City Charter for an anendnent to the zoning
resolution to add Article H Chapter 5,
establishing a special Gail Benjamn district.

[ Laught er and Appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  There’s nore.
Let me read it into the record first. Chapter 5,
the special Gail Benjamin District established in
this resolution is designated in grateful

recognition of the outstanding service, guidance,
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 11
counsel and friendship, provided by Gail Benjamn
to the Land Use Committee in fully pronoting and
protecting the public health, safety and general
wel fare of the City of New York. The genera
pur poses of this special district, including anong
others, the following: a) to recognize the depth
and breadth of your institutional know edge, havi ng
been in public service to the great City of New
York for well over three decades. As well as her
expertise in the New York City zoning resol ution
and the New York City Charter; b) to appreciate her
excel l ent communication skills and firecracker
negotiation abilities, trust ne on that one, that
gai ned her the respect of whoever crossed her path
whil e proving herself to be a force to be reckoned
with on behal f of the New York City Council, an
institution that she holds in the highest esteem
and seek to acknow edge her unparallel ed experience
of having served and worked with each of the four
speakers who have led this body to five Land Use
chairs to date, dozens of subcomm ttee chairs and
count| ess council nmenbers throughout four mayoral
adm ni strations. Therefore, be it known that the

special Gail Benjamin District is showm on a
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 12
di agram dated June 19, 2014 and subject to the
condition of C-K Declaration E041694 calling al
who cone after the Benjamn era to know that for 24
years the Land Use Committee was served by a person

of extraordinary know edge, insightful ness and

ki ndness, who will be m ssed nore than our words
can convey. W'Il|l do a voice vote, all in favor
say Aye

ALL COUNCI L MEMBERS:. AYE.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  It’s
unani nous.

[M C OFF]

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON GREENFIELD: 1'd like to
invite our subconmttee chairs to make a few
remar ks and then of course to have the Wnman of the
Hour give her retort.

I wll start first with Subcomm ttee
Chair Mark Weprin, to be followed by Subcomm ttee
Chair Inez Dickens, to be foll owed by Subcommttee
Chair Peter Koo.

SUBCOWMM TTEE CHAI R WEPRI N:  Thank you
Chair Geenfield. This is indeed an honor. Gai

is as unique a person as |’ve nmet in governnent.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 13
It is rare and that she's brilliant. She's as
smart as any person you' |l ever neet here. They

taught her well at Princeton and after that in rea
life. She knows everything. And Ritchie Torres of
all people to bring up the institutional nenory, is
right on the mark, because very few people these
days have that institutional nenory and boy does
she have it. Renenbering things from 1973 and
other days as well. And that sense of history is
so inmportant to all of us and I really do think
that we’re going to mss you greatly. It’s rare in
this business that people nmake enough of a mark
that they are going to be so sorely mssed. And we
are going to mss you so nuch. Your ability to get
t hi ngs done, to do a negotiation, to put people in
their place. But to do it all with such style and
grace and class. To be such an icon and
institution and at the same tine not be above
handi ng out pens. You know, that is a real
statenent about Gail Benjam n. That she is not
sonmeone who thinks she’'s better than you are. She
just is better than you are.

[ Laught er and Appl ause]
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 14

SUBCOWM TTEE CHAIR WVEPRIN:  And that is

rare. So Gail, | wish you all the best in the
future. It really has been a privilege for nme to
work with you and | | ook forward to continue our

friendship and I’m a better person for having known
you. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  Thank you M.
Chai rman. Chair D ckens.

SUBCOWMM TTEE CHAI R DI CKENS: Thank you
Chair Geenfield. Gl you have been a phenonenal
person that has navigated the treacherous waters of
Land Use. You' ve been here for many, nmany years.
Wien | got here to the city council in 2006,
found you here. You hel ped many and nost every
counci | menber that has passed through the portals
of this phenonenal institution. The people’s
house. You have guided us all through the many
| and use itens that conme before us, whether big or
small. Your brilliance, your ability to negotiate.
Your aptitude for the know edge. And as Ritchie
said, your historic institutional know edge has
served all of us well. Fromthe 125'" Street
rezoning that was nost difficult and you sat with

me and all of the Conm ssioners of all of the
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 15
institutions involved with that. You sat sonetines
till 2 and 3 in the norning and again at 7 in the
norni ng. You have done so through smaller |and use
items such as the nost recent difficult one that
Counci| Menber Hel en Rosenthal had in her district
that was very, very difficult. But you sat for
hours to help her to navigate through a difficult
| and use itens. And | say thank you personally and
on behal f of all of the coll eagues here, either
t hat have cone before us that are here now. And
it’s unfortunate that those in the future will not
be able to avail thenselves of your know edge and
information. And while we’'re patting you on the
back, | just want to add, Chair Geenfield. That
will all the know edge and all that she has
inmparted to each one of us, she’s very nean
spirited when she cones to pens. She doesn't allow
us to keep the colored pens. So as | amvoting Aye
on the Land Use itemthat you have proposed | want
to add to that a friendly amendnent. That if she
shoul d ever return to the borders of this
institution that she nust be allowed to provide us

with pens in which to sign the many, many pi eces of
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 16

legislation we’re forced to. Thank you Gail.
Thank you. And God bl ess.

[ Appl ause]

CHAlI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  Dul y not ed.
will just add that for those fol ks who are watching
at hone. |I'mactually one of the folks that late
at night when I can’t sleep | flip through the TV
and | watch channel 74. And | will tell you that
it’s just., take a step back. Because everything...
when you' re looking at this and you're trying to
understand this is all sort of insidery. But for
those of you who are watching at hone, you have to
understand that in the Cty of New York we have
really, very few people who decide still that they
will make a life out of public service. And we
have | ess people who actually nmake an incredible
i npact fromthe work that they do. And we have
even |less, quite frankly, who have the integrity.
And that’s really the word | think, you know.., |
was thinking of all different superlatives that we
can think of today and certain there’'s w sdom and
there’s experience and there’s know edge. The one
work that | think suns up Gail Benjam n best is

integrity. Nobody has nore integrity than Gai
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 17
Benjam n. She’s sonebody who, no matter what the
i ssue was, what the negotiation was, it was al ways
about simply the facts, doing the right thing,
getting through it. And really doing her best.
And the point that you made, | think, is an
i mportant point. And both chairs made this, which
is, it went literally fromthe hardcore
negoti ati ons on every single deal that we’ ve ever
done whi ch neans that anything that’s happened in
the last three decades in New York City in terns of
real estate, |and use and devel opnent. For those
of you at hone, Gail Benjam n has had an incredible
inpact on that. And it goes down to the m nutia of
literally, and this is how amazing it is, the pens
that we need to actually sign our fornms and the
breadth in between. And that’s why, for those of
you who are watching at home, today’'s really a
uni que and a special day for us. A bittersweet
day. We're certainly happy for Gail, we’ re happy
for her husband, who finally gets her back and gets
to sail the world with her. But it is a great |oss
and, you know, when you actually.., it’s funny
because we always say in politics that everybody is

repl aceable. | actually think, and | believe this,
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 18
there is an exception to every rule and |I certain
believe that Gail Benjamin is irreplaceable. Gi
t hank you so nmuch for your service to the Cty of
New Yor k.

[ Appl ause]

And with that, we will ask Gail to say
a few words before we conclude this neeting at noon
t oday.

COUNCI L MEMBER BENJAMN.  I’mgoing to
be very, very brief. Because | know that
everybody’ s been eyeing the cake, the cookies, as
have I. But it really is a remarkable day for ne
as everyone has said. 1’ve been serving to the
public for over 35 years. And serving to this
institution and the public for 24 years, al nost 25

years. And it’s been a fantastic, wonderful ride

of an experience. |’'ve learned a |lot fromeach and
every one of you. | have enjoyed every day that |
come into work. |’ve worked with sone of the best

peopl e, the smartest people, the nost political
peopl e, the nost invol ved people, and the nost
caring people that |I’'ve ever net. | have had
fabul ous people work for ne. Many of themare in

this roomand they are the people.., you all thank
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 19
me, but they are the people that nade nme | ook good

and who enabled us all to do the work that we did.

[ Appl ause]

And as fitting as it is, there are even
peopl e here who were, | renenber from before the
council, Mchael Sillerman, was at the Board of

Estimate with ne. Jessie Maiser who was here was
at the Board of Estimate with ne. And in the back
row before, but they' re, Marcie Kesner, was at the
Board of Estimate with ne. And together we
represent enough votes to bring the Board of

Esti mate back. Al of you., | |love the thought
that I’mirreplaceable, but | know that I'’mnot. |
know that Raju will do a wonderful job with you.
And | know that you will work with himand give him
every opportunity to show you all the things that
he can do that | cannot. |’mproud to have been a
menber of this institution in the way that | was.
And | hope that | was able to help the institution
solidify their new responsibilities when they got
them And work wwth themto help the city nove to
where it needs to be in this century. | will still
be here until July 15'". And | will always be

around if soneone needs ne. The chair will know
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 20
how to get in touch with ne and he will determ ne
whet her your request will be net.

[ Laught er]

But I would nost particularly like to
thank ny Chair, my Subcommittee Chairs and all the
Subcomittee Chairs and Chairs. There have only
been four chairs of the Land Use Conmittee of which
David is the latest. And | want to give a speci al
thanks to all of ny staff, who have been an
i ncredi ble group of people to work with all of
these years. | will mss themterribly. But I
know | | eave Land Use in good hands with all of the
staff who will continue to be here to nake all of
you | ook good. And to help you with all of the
things that you need. | will mss you all. Thank
you.

[ Appl ause]

Now | et’ s eat.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD:  And with that,
we conclude. W adjourn the Land Use Conmittee for
June 19, 2014. Thank you all.

[ Gavel ]
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