          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES

          8  AND ELECTIONS

          9  -------------------------------x

         10

                            January 19, 2000

         11                 Start:  11:37 a.m.

                            Recess: 12:05 p.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chambers

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16              MORTON POVMAN

                                           Chairperson,

         17

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Archie Spigner

                                            Herbert Berman

         19                                 Wendell Foster

                                            Stanley Michels

         20                                 Kathryn Freed

                                            Thomas Ognibene

         21                                 Speaker Peter Vallone

                                            Walter McCaffrey

         22                                 John Sabini

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         217 Broadway -  Suite 511

         25              New York, New York 10007

                              (800) 756-3410

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             Vicki Match Suna

          4  Reappointee

             Landmarks Preservation Commission

          5

             Jennifer Raab

          6  Landmarks Preservation Commission

          7  Jeffrey Elmer

             Appointee

          8  Citywide Recycling Advisory Board

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order. Will the members please take their seats.

          5                 Will the Sergeant-At-Arms please let

          6  the members of the Finance Committee know we are

          7  starting our procedures in the Rules Committee?

          8                 Pursuant to the Authority of Section

          9  31 of the New York City Charter, the Committee on

         10  Rules, Privileges and Elections will consider this

         11  date the nominee of the Mayor for reappointment to

         12  the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         13                 The Commission has the powers and

         14  duties as proscribed by law, with respect to the

         15  establishment and regulation of Landmarks, portions

         16  of landmarks, landmark sites, interior landmarks,

         17  scenic landmarks and historic districts.

         18                 The law states that the Commission

         19  shall consist of 11 members. The membership shall

         20  include at least three architects, one historian

         21  qualified in the field, one City planner or

         22  landscape architect and one realtor.

         23                 The membership shall include at least

         24  one resident of each of the boroughs and the members

         25  are appointed by the Mayor for three-year terms.
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          2                 Prior to appointing an architect,

          3  historian or city planner or landscape architect,

          4  the Mayor may consult with the Fine Arts Federation

          5  of New York or similar organizations.

          6                 The members of the Commission other

          7  than the Chair, serve without compensation but are

          8  reimbursed for expenses.

          9                 The Mayor designates a Chair and a

         10  Vice Chair and the Commission hires an executive

         11  director and such other employees as may be

         12  required.

         13                 The law also provides for the

         14  establishment of an independent panel to be created

         15  by the Mayor with the advice and the consent of the

         16  Council to review determinations of the Commission,

         17  denying applications for certificates of

         18  appropriateness based on the ground of hardship to

         19  demolish, alter or reconstruct, this shall only

         20  apply to tax exempt properties.

         21                 The nominee appearing before this

         22  Committee today is Vicki Match Suna, who is being

         23  recommended for reappointment for the remainder of a

         24  three-year term which commenced on June 29th, 1999,

         25  and expires on June 28th, 2002.
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          2                 Her resume is available for all of

          3  the members of the Committee, and we have Ms. Suna

          4  seated.

          5                 Will the Sergeant-At-Arms find out if

          6  any members of the Rules Committee are next door,

          7  and tell them that we are starting the testimony.

          8                 Good morning, and I apologize for the

          9  delay, but as you see, we have competing interests

         10  here, and competing Committee meetings.

         11                 Could you tell us about your

         12  experience working for the Landmarks Preservation

         13  Commissioner during the past -- what is it, six

         14  years now?

         15                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Eight years.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Eight years?

         17                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. Could you

         19  give us a short, brief description of what you have

         20  been doing, and whether or not there is room for

         21  improvement, whether or not you see a need for

         22  additional budgetary items in connection with the

         23  work that you do, the timeliness and anything else

         24  that you think is appropriate?

         25                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Okay. I have prepared
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          2  a statement which I would like to read.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, fine.

          4                 MS. MATCH SUNA: I am pleased to have

          5  this opportunity to appear before you today in

          6  reference to my reappointment to the Landmarks

          7  Preservation Commission. I have been fortunate to

          8  have served on the Commission for the past eight

          9  years, and it is with great enthusiasm that I seek

         10  your approval to continue my involvement.

         11                 I am enormously proud of the quality

         12  of work of the Commission and to be a member of this

         13  esteemed group of professionals. My fellow

         14  commissioners are fully committed in serving the

         15  City in an intelligent, thoughtful and responsible

         16  manner. We are fortunate to work with a talented and

         17  dedicated staff who works diligently to further the

         18  goals of the agency.

         19                 As we live with the landmarks law and

         20  the City continues to grow and develop, our

         21  understanding of the value of our landmarks is

         22  continually evolving. There is an ongoing evaluation

         23  process, both internal and external, which serves to

         24  improve the quality and effectiveness of the work

         25  that we do.
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          2                 During my service on the Commission,

          3  I have see the evidence of these changes and

          4  responses to the complexity of the issues which we

          5  deal with on a regular basis.

          6                 In recent years the City has enjoyed

          7  prosperity and significant economic growth, which

          8  has resulted in the allocation of substantial

          9  resources, both public and private, to rebuild many

         10  parts of our City. We have seen the revitalization

         11  of Grand Central Station, Rockefeller Center, City

         12  Hall Park, New York Public Library, 40 Wall Street,

         13  Central Park and many other landmarks located

         14  throughout the City.

         15                 The responsibility is great and the

         16  consequences of the decisions we make have a major

         17  impact on the future of this City. It is our

         18  challenge to find a way to allow our landmarks to

         19  succeed in their current environment.

         20                 It is within this context that the

         21  Commission searches to find the most appropriate

         22  solution for items that come before us, which

         23  reflect an overall balance of the issues. Without

         24  compromising standards, the decisions are made which

         25  represent a full understanding of the item and
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          2  knowledge of the options.

          3                 This is the case in the evaluation

          4  process for the designation of properties, the

          5  review process for applications for certificate of

          6  appropriateness permits and for the development of

          7  criteria used to generate commission guidelines and

          8  policies.

          9                 Although I am currently a resident of

         10  Manhattan, I have spent significant periods of my

         11  life living in Queens. I have lived in Fresh

         12  Meadows, Bayside, Forest Hills and Long Island City.

         13                 As a former Queens resident and

         14  Commissioner, I was particularly pleased to

         15  participate in the designations of Jackson Heights

         16  and the Douglaston historic districts.

         17                 Soon after joining the Commission, I

         18  discovered there was an endless list of hidden

         19  treasures located throughout the five boroughs, and

         20  I have the great pleasure of traveling to places I

         21  never knew existed and I am continually impressed

         22  with the richness of our City.

         23                 On a personal note, when I became a

         24  member of the Commission, I was pregnant with my

         25  daughter Zowie. She is now eight and is joined by
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          2  her four-year-old sister Rose. As I watch my

          3  daughters grow up in New York City and experience

          4  the world through their eyes, I am continually

          5  reminded about the importance of the work that we do

          6  to contribute to the future of the City.

          7                 Zowie is now in second grade and

          8  studying about landmarks and social studies this

          9  year.

         10                 One of her assignments was to

         11  research a landmark and write about how it makes her

         12  feel.

         13                 She wrote that landmarks are

         14  important because they tell us about our history,

         15  and that the Brooklyn Bridge is special to her

         16  because it makes her feel inspired to make beautiful

         17  things.

         18                 She is happy that she lives in New

         19  York because of all of the landmarks in the City.

         20                 It is for all of our children that we

         21  focus on the quality of our life in trying to

         22  preserve that which has value, working hard to

         23  improve that which is not successful and planning

         24  for our future.

         25                 I believe that the work of the
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          2  Commission adds a measurable value to this effort.

          3  It helps to provide the reference points for the

          4  past and is critical to the long-term success of the

          5  development of the City.

          6                 I look forward to continuing to serve

          7  the City of New York as a member of the Landmarks

          8  Preservation Commission, and I hope you will support

          9  my efforts in granting me the opportunity.

         10                 Thank you for your consideration.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you for

         12  your statement.

         13                 Council Member Berman.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes, I

         15  respectfully request the opportunity to vote now

         16  because I have to go downstairs to another meeting.

         17  So, with your permission.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I understand that

         19  you read the resumes of these candidates?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I have, yes,

         21  and I have been briefed.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. Any

         23  objection to Chairman voting at this time?

         24                 Hearing none, will you please

         25  register your vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: With full

          3  expectation that Zowie after term limits will

          4  probably run for the City Council, and rightfully

          5  so, I vote aye for both candidates.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, I know that

          8  this is the second time you have appeared before the

          9  City Council and I know that now you are like a

         10  veteran with eight years experience, as you have

         11  indicated; can you give us an idea of how many

         12  applications you get on an annual basis for

         13  landmarking or similar purposes?

         14                 MS. MATCH SUNA: For designation?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes.

         16                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Well, I believe that

         17  we get submissions for suggestions for potential

         18  landmarks. I honestly don't know the number on an

         19  annual basis. It is quite a lot. And I serve on the

         20  designation Committee and we do review all of those

         21  items.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Is there a period

         23  of time that is typical from the time that an

         24  application is made for the designation of a

         25  landmark until it is passed or turned down? Is there
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          2  an average period of time?

          3                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Again, I would be

          4  able to say definitively what that time frame is. I

          5  think we work diligently to respond and to do the

          6  work that is required, to research proposed

          7  designations, but I don't know what the time frame

          8  is, I am sorry.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Would Jennifer

         10  Raab have more information on that?

         11                 MS. MATCH SUNA: I am sure she would.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any questions of

         13  the candidate?

         14                 Councilman McCaffrey.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Thank you

         16  very much, Mr. Chairman.

         17                 Let me just say that I was very proud

         18  to be the public official to first promote the name

         19  of Vicki Match Suna for the position that she holds,

         20  that she has done this with great distinction and

         21  professionalism, she has been sensitive to the needs

         22  of our neighborhoods. She is really, truly an

         23  exemplary figure and I am delighted to see that she

         24  comes before us again, and I would urge my

         25  colleagues to once again designate her as a member
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          2  of the Landmarks Preservation Commission. She is

          3  sorely needed in terms of her judgment and her

          4  talent.

          5                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Thank you

          7  very much, Mr. Chairman.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Go ahead,

          9  Councilman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Chairman. Also, not as a member of this Committee,

         12  but as a person who the Speaker has put in charge

         13  with oversight of the Landmarks Preservation

         14  Commission, I want to echo Council Member McCaffrey

         15  and say that Commissioner Match Suna has been a

         16  superb member of the Commission, and even though she

         17  is no longer a Queens person in address, she still

         18  has Queens in her heart and in her view. We, both

         19  Citywide and the nooks and cranies of our historic

         20  neighborhoods know that people have to take a broad

         21  view of things, she has done that, she has been very

         22  diligent and I want to go by what was said by

         23  Council Member McCaffrey and urge the Committee to

         24  reappoint her to the -- or reapprove her appointment

         25  to the Commission.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

          4  questions of the candidate?

          5                 I understand that during the course

          6  of a very thorough investigation there was some item

          7  that came up with respect to some violations on

          8  buildings that were owned by your husband, and you

          9  have sent a letter in to respond to that, and you

         10  will address all of those in which you have some

         11  control over; is that correct?

         12                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Yes, the items for

         13  which I have some control over.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes.

         15                 And when it is done, on those items

         16  you have control over, would you just let the

         17  Committee investigator know that it is done, so we

         18  can close the book on it?

         19                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         21  questions?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         24  Michels.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: As a member
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          2  of this Committee, I am very proud of the fact that

          3  we designated you originally and voted for you, and

          4  I have been no less an authority than by your

          5  Chairman that you have been a superb member of the

          6  Commission and that your expertise and your resume

          7  is just replete with wonderful things that you have

          8  done and I am very proud to be able to support you.

          9                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Thank you very much.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         11  Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Chairman.

         14                 I was going to ask you this

         15  privately, but since you mentioned it publicly, I

         16  congratulate you on that baby now being eight years

         17  of age, and you simply surprise us by giving us

         18  another child, and my love to you, your daughter and

         19  your husband, and I commend you for the work you

         20  have done and you are doing for the City of New

         21  York. Bless you.

         22                 MS. MATCH SUNA: Thank you very much.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Hearing no other

         24  questions, you are excused and we will be voting

         25  upon your nomination when the Speaker arrives.
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          2                 Jennifer Raab, will you come up just

          3  for a few questions?

          4                 MS. RAAB: Good morning. Nice to be

          5  here.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Good morning.

          7  Thank you for your patience, I know we ran a little

          8  late.

          9                 Of course the candidate before us, as

         10  you see from the questioning, is very well received

         11  and her volunteer service is very much appreciated.

         12  But whenever we have agency down here we like to

         13  know a little bit of what is happening over there,

         14  the number of applications, whether there is

         15  adequate personnel to process it, whether there is a

         16  backlog and things of that nature.

         17                 Could you just give us a short

         18  summary of what is happening at the Landmarks

         19  Commission?

         20                 MS. RAAB: Absolutely. I think as many

         21  of your members, certainly Councilwoman Freed knows,

         22  we are extremely busy, we do a lot of work in her

         23  district and throughout this City. We have three

         24  areas of work which we divide our applications.

         25                 We have, of course, designations and
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          2  every year we set a goal in the Mayor's Management

          3  Report of doing 25 individual landmarks and two

          4  historic districts, and we set that goal for the

          5  last four years and we have met it and we will meet

          6  it again this year.

          7                 We get probably 100 to 200

          8  applications just from people sending in buildings

          9  or districts they would like us to look at. They

         10  vary in merit but we do look at every application on

         11  a staff level, and the ones that we think are of

         12  importance, we bring to the Designation Committee

         13  which Commissioner Match Suna is a member of, and as

         14  I said, about every year about 25 of those come to

         15  you for final approval as landmarks and two

         16  districts.

         17                 Our regulatory work, where

         18  applications come in to change landmarks for

         19  everything from a window change to adding a

         20  penthouse, for demolition, the last few years have

         21  been running between six and 7,000 applications a

         22  year. We have been computerized and improving our

         23  efficiency and bringing new rules and regulations so

         24  that we can continue to process those applications

         25  in the required time frames.
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          2                 We have, for each of our for each of

          3  our types of applications we have legal requirements

          4  and we meet our legal requirements and I am very

          5  proud of that.

          6                 And since the Council has approved

          7  our request for legislation for enforcement, we have

          8  also been busy on that front and are moving ahead

          9  and have gotten much improved compliance because of

         10  that enforcement ability for which we remain

         11  appreciative.

         12                 So, we are busy and I think I push my

         13  staff but they are very productive and I am very

         14  proud of our record of efficiency.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you.

         16                 Any questions?

         17                 Okay, thank you very much.

         18                 MS. RAAB: Thank you. Thank you for

         19  your consideration of Commissioner Match Suna.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: The next item on

         21  the agenda of the Rules Committee is an appointment

         22  to the Citywide Recycling Advisory Board.

         23                 The Committee on Rules, Privileges

         24  and Elections will consider this date one

         25  appointment by the City Council to the Citywide
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          2  Recycling Advisory Board.

          3                 On April 14th, 1989, Local Law 19 of

          4  1989 was signed into law and thus made mandatory the

          5  recycling of all recyclable solid waste materials.

          6                 The legislative intent was to

          7  establish the most economically sound and

          8  economically desirable waste reduction recycling

          9  programs that were possible and that they should be

         10  consistent with or surpass the programs established

         11  by New York State.

         12                 To achieve the above goals, the

         13  legislation established a City-wide Recycling

         14  Advisory Board, Section 16-319 of the Administrative

         15  Code of the City of New York provides for a Board

         16  that shall consist of at least one representative

         17  from each citizen's Solid Waste Advisory Board

         18  established in each borough, five members to be

         19  appointed by the Mayor, five members to be appointed

         20  by the City Council.

         21                 The membership shall represent

         22  community boards, recycling industries, carting

         23  industries, environmental groups, government

         24  agencies, labor organizations, business

         25  organizations, property owners, tenant organizations
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          2  and members of the general public.

          3                 Members serve one-year terms and they

          4  designate a chairperson and a vice chairperson.

          5                 The Board is to meet at least four

          6  times a year to discuss recycling issues, the Board

          7  is to review annually the Sanitation Department's

          8  recycling program and make recommendations to the

          9  Mayor and the Council.

         10                 The legislation clearly states that

         11  the Board is advisory, has no other authority to

         12  take final action on behalf of the City or any

         13  action that would require final action by the City

         14  agency.

         15                 The Council nominee is Jeffrey Elmer.

         16  You have his resume before you.

         17                 Welcome to the Rules Committee, Mr.

         18  Elmer, and I apologize for the delay in getting

         19  started this morning. I think you understood what

         20  happened.

         21                 Would you like to make a short

         22  statement as to why you are seeking this position?

         23                 MR. ELMER: Yes. I didn't bring a

         24  prepared statement today, but I will be very brief.

         25                 For many years now I have had a real
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          2  passion for recycling. I feel it is very important

          3  for the environment, for our children, and I think

          4  that the issue of solid waste management is an

          5  increasingly important issue in the City of New York

          6  and it is going to become more and more important as

          7  the day of Freshkills closing draws near.

          8                 I have already been involved in the

          9  Citywide Recycling Advisory Board as an unofficial

         10  member. I have been attending their meetings

         11  regularly over the past few years, and I feel it is

         12  important that that board have people on it that

         13  have background both in the recycling and solid

         14  waste management industry and working for the City

         15  of New York.

         16                 I spent seven years working for the

         17  New York City Department of Sanitation's Recycling

         18  Program, I also spent two and a half years working

         19  for BFI Waste Services, known as Browning Ferris

         20  Industries, as a commercial recycling coordinator,

         21  and as a community affairs representative. I now

         22  work for the General Contractors Association of New

         23  York City. Recycling is a back burner issue for this

         24  organization but it is an issue that is very

         25  important to me and I feel I would add something to
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          2  the CRAB committee that other people don't have

          3  which is background and experience in the industry

          4  and the municipal recycling program.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do I understand

          6  that you have actually sat in on previous meetings,

          7  although you were not a member of the Committee?

          8                 MR. ELMER: Correct. I regularly

          9  attend the meetings of the Citywide Recycling

         10  Advisory Board and have been doing so for the past

         11  few years.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. I reviewed

         13  your resume, and certainly you seem very well

         14  qualified for this position. You have been

         15  thoroughly investigated and it is reported that

         16  there is nothing to complain about, and I want to

         17  thank you for volunteering your services to this

         18  very important issue that we are going to be facing

         19  this century on what to do with our waste material.

         20                 MR. ELMER: Thank you. And I would

         21  like to thank Councilman Michels, as well as Steve

         22  Simon, for nominating me for this position.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         24  Michels.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, first of
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          2  all, it has been my pleasure to recommend you, and

          3  as I look through your resume, I knew quite a bit

          4  about you, I realize now how qualified you are for

          5  this job. You have been serving also with a former

          6  colleague of all of us, Ted Weiss, and working with

          7  him. I can't think of anyone who has had more

          8  broader experience, from both the grassroots, as

          9  well as to the policy division, the policy level of

         10  an issue which is so important to the City of New

         11  York right now, at a time when we are trying to

         12  close Freshkills and export our waste, and the costs

         13  are so enormous, which we were even just discussing

         14  in the Finance Committee just a few minutes ago, as

         15  to the additional costs. The only solution we really

         16  have is to recycle, because the more we recycle, the

         17  less we have to export, and that is why this

         18  Commission is so important.

         19                 MR. ELMER: That's right.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: So, it was

         21  really my pleasure, and I am very gratified of the

         22  fact that you have accepted it, and I think the fact

         23  that you are going to be there may reconfigurate

         24  this advisory commission, and I hope very much that

         25  they participate in this work and do what has to be
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          2  done to help us in our struggle in our

          3  ever-increasing waste.

          4                 MR. ELMER: Right.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, Mr.

          8  Chairman.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         10  Spigner.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Just

         12  reviewing your rich and very varied background, one

         13  of them jumps off the page and that is ACORN, in

         14  that capacity, did you ever picket my office?

         15                 MR. ELMER: No, I only worked for the

         16  organization for a short time in Brooklyn. It was in

         17  other cities, and a long time ago, Councilman.

         18                 And by the way, the Councilman asked

         19  me to mention that he was unclear about certain

         20  materials, whether they were recyclable juice

         21  bottles and milk cartons, and my understanding and

         22  having worked on this issue years ago at the

         23  Sanitation Department is that those materials are

         24  recyclable and should be placed in the blue bag or

         25  recycling container, in the City recycling program,
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          2  just to clarify that point.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, any other

          4  questions of the candidate?

          5                 Hearing none, you are excused.

          6                 MR. ELMER: Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We will be voting

          8  on your nomination and the nomination of Vicki Match

          9  at this time.

         10                 MR. ELMER: Thank you very much.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We are ready for

         12  a roll call.

         13                 Roll call.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I vote very

         16  enthusiastically yes for both candidates. Two

         17  outstanding volunteers who are working hard for the

         18  City to make certain that the City improves its

         19  landmarking process and also its recycling process,

         20  and I think that they are excellent candidates and I

         21  vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on both.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on both.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

          5  Vallone.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes, if I may

          9  be excused to explain my vote. I do want to say I am

         10  very happy to be able to cast a vote for Ms. Suna

         11  and for Mr. Elmer.

         12                 I note from the packages that I guess

         13  Mr. Elmer actually lobbied me at one point on

         14  something before my Contracts Committee, which we

         15  are still working on.

         16                 Anyway, but both of them have

         17  excellent records and I am very glad to vote aye on

         18  both.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Council Member

         21  Berman having already voted, the vote stands at

         22  seven in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

         23  is still open.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, please keep

         25  the vote open, there are several members of the
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          2  Committee who are at other Committee meetings and I

          3  want to preserve their right to vote.

          4                 Other than that, this meeting is --

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Both items are

          6  adopted.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Both items are

          8  adopted, at least by seven to nothing.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You are voting

         12  yes on both candidates?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes on both.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

         15  at eight in the affirmative and is still open.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, that

         17  completes the business of the Rules Committee today.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 12:05 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 19th day of January 2000.
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