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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to pedicabs.
SUBMITTED BY:


Council Member Alan J. Gerson
SUMMARY OF LOCAL LAW:
This local law would amend the administrative code to require pedicab owners and drivers to obtain a license from the Department of Consumer Affairs to operate in New York City.

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
Due to the large population and heavy commerce of New York City, the public streets are congested with countless vehicles for transporting consumer goods and individuals.  Recently, the city has seen a significant growth in the number of pedicabs operating in the City.  Due to their high maneuverability and unique character, pedicabs have become a new and increasingly utilized form of paid transportation for City tourists and residents.

However, due to the quantity of pedestrian and vehicular traffic within the city, the safe operation of pedicabs is of great concern.  Presently, the City has no mechanism to monitor the quantity or operational procedures of these slow moving vehicles.  Consequently, the City is unable to ensure that pedicabs are safely maintained and that their operators are sufficiently versed in all City traffic regulations.
The Council finds that regulations regarding such matters are necessary for the interests of public safety and welfare.  
