MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE: A Local Law in relation to the extension of land use review periods under the New York City Charter and Administrative Code.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: The Bill would extend the time frames for review of applications under the City’s Uniform Land Use Review Procedure that were pending on September 11, 2001.  For purposes of this bill “pending” means that the Department of City Planning had certified an application as complete and that the time clock for review by the respective body or official had commenced with respect to such application.

The review periods would be extended as follows: Community Boards for an additional 30 days; Borough Boards and Borough Presidents for an additional 30 days; the City Planning Commission for an additional 45 days; and the City Council for an additional 45 days.

Applications that were scheduled for a vote by the City Planning Commission on September 12, 2001 will be extended for 45 days and the Commission’s failure to vote on that date will not result in a disapproval of such applications.

The City Planning Commission’s and the City Council’s review periods for office leases will be extended by 30 and 20 days respectively.

The Council’s review period for the lease of wharf property for purposes of waterfront commerce will be extended by 30 days as will the Council’s period to review revocable consents for sidewalk cafes.

The law will take effect immediately and will be deemed to have been in full force and effect as of September 11, 2001.

REASON FOR SUPPORT: It is expected that most ULURP and other statutory time frames can be met in the normal course of events, it remains unclear whether or not all reviewing bodies and/or officials will be able to strictly comply with all deadlines and/or notice requirements.  To ensure the fair and orderly resumption of the City’s land use review procedures, the enactment of the legislation is urged.

SPONSORS: Speaker Vallone, Council Members Eisland, McCaffrey, Sabini & Linares in conjunction with the Mayor.

