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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Good afternoon.

          3  I am Council Member Bill Perkins, and before we

          4  begin this hearing we're going to take a five-minute

          5  recess.

          6                 (Recess taken.)

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you for

          8  your patience, indulgence. I'm Council Member Bill

          9  Perkins, and today we're going to have two topics on

         10  the agenda of this Committee which is the Committee

         11  on Governmental Operations.

         12                 First, we will be returning to a bill

         13  that we first reviewed on July 1st, 2002. This is a

         14  proposed Introductory Bill No. 27-A, which deals

         15  with eliminating all gender-biased terminology in

         16  City laws and documents.

         17                 The bill has been slightly amended,

         18  and we will review these amendments and possibly

         19  vote on the bill at some point in the hearing.

         20                 Before any such vote on Intro.,

         21  proposed Intro. No. 27-A, we will conduct a hearing

         22  on proposed Intro. No. 216-A. Intro. No. 216-A deals

         23  with change in the composition of the Veterans'

         24  Advisory Board, a Board created by Section 14 of the

         25  City Charter.
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          2                 The proposed bill would increase the

          3  size of the Board, mandate that all of its members

          4  are veterans, and ensure that all five boroughs have

          5  representation on the Board.

          6                 I should point out that the Council

          7  had an opportunity to name two individuals to the

          8  Board, and we have named John Rowan and Patrick

          9  Devine, as representatives from the City Council on

         10  that board.

         11                 Now, although these two bills may

         12  appear to be making technical changes with Charter

         13  or Administrative Code, they are actually making

         14  extraordinarily substantive changes, and extremely

         15  sensitive and timely amendments.

         16                 I would like to personally thank my

         17  colleagues and members of this Committee, Council

         18  Member Phil Reed, and Council Member Mike Nelson,

         19  for introducing these two pieces of legislation.

         20                 These pieces of legislation are long

         21  overdue. For hundreds of years the norm for society

         22  at large has been to perceive things from a

         23  male-dominated point of view, although our public

         24  consciousness has shunned this anarchistic notion,

         25  visages of it remain.
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          2                 Intro. 27-A serves to rid the

          3  official public space of such antiquated views and

          4  ideas. And 216-A is equally timely and important. It

          5  is very appropriate that we all just celebrated

          6  Veterans' Day this past Monday, as the City still

          7  recovers from September 11th, as American troops

          8  remain half-way around the world and Afghanistan and

          9  as the country speaks of going to war in the Persian

         10  Gulf, more than ever we are mindful of the men and

         11  women that place their lives on the line for this

         12  country.

         13                 Intro. 216-A seeks to give these same

         14  veterans a greater voice in the political arena.

         15  Before we begin the hearing, I'd like to introduce

         16  the other members of the Committee, and ask Council

         17  Members Reed and Nelson if they'd like to make any

         18  opening statement.

         19                 And it just so happens that other

         20  than Council Member Reed who is on my far right, we

         21  also have our Majority Whip, Council Member Leroy

         22  Comrie, who is also the Chair of our Rules,

         23  Privileges and Elections Committee, and then next to

         24  him is our Counsel to this Committee, Matt Tollin,

         25  and then there is this young man over here, a
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          2  veteran no less, as well as a member of the City

          3  Council, none other than the Chair of our Senior

          4  Centers Committee Michael Nelson.

          5                 And at this point I'd like to first

          6  allow, by virtue of his seniority and his

          7  friendliness, and the fact that if we don't he'll

          8  fine us for carrying cell phones, whether they're on

          9  or not, Council Member Phil Reed to make some

         10  opening remarks regarding the extraordinary bill

         11  that he has presented to us.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         13  much, Council Member Perkins. I don't even know what

         14  to say after all of that introduction.

         15                 I do appreciate what you've said

         16  about our bill in your opening statement.

         17                 I do think that it is long past due,

         18  and perhaps in some people's view superficial, but

         19  as we work in our communities to try and encourage

         20  young people and certainly young women to get

         21  involved, taking language and making it gender

         22  neutral I think sends a signal that we as elected

         23  officials are aware that the experience that many

         24  women have in life is to always hear things in terms

         25  of the male gender, and that somehow that's don't
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          2  worry about it, that's not important, women can do

          3  it, but you send those signals. And it's interesting

          4  the Democratic Caucus in Washington has chosen for

          5  the first time in history a woman to lead what

          6  hopefully will only be a minority caucus for two

          7  years, and she will lead the Democratic Caucus back

          8  to a majority. So, I appreciate this being brought

          9  forward under your chairmanship, and I would like to

         10  point out that my colleague, Brother Nelson, will be

         11  here long after we are gone, Mr. Perkins, and with

         12  any luck, and he will ensure and assure that they

         13  don't change anything back after we've changed it

         14  and we've put it this way; right, Michael?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Absolutely,

         16  Council Member Reed.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

         18  much, Council Member Reed.

         19                 I'd also at this point like to

         20  acknowledge that we've been joined by the

         21  distinguished chair of our Public Safety Committee,

         22  and the young man who's father used to be the

         23  Speaker there, who goes by the name of Peter

         24  Vallone, Jr.

         25                 And at this point I'd like to have
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          2  the sponsor of Intro. 216-A, Council Member Michael

          3  Nelson, to have some remarks.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Chair.

          6                 I also wanted to add that I also

          7  support 27-A, Council Member Reed's, and a good

          8  reason, my wife supports it, and she likes that, so

          9  I proudly will be pushing that one through also.

         10                 I'm very happy to have 216-A on the

         11  agenda, and there's a number of reasons why. It was

         12  mentioned I'm a Vet, a very proud veteran. I've

         13  always used it in all of my biographies, and there's

         14  always a special place I believe in one's heart for

         15  another Vet.

         16                 I don't think tears well up in the

         17  eyes by just the general population if you're

         18  viewing a movie like Platoon or Full Metal Jacket,

         19  or any of the World War II movies, and you name it.

         20  And I'm not a combat veteran, but just by being

         21  involved with the military, you think of your

         22  buddies who are not here today, because of the

         23  sacrifice they made for this country, that allows us

         24  to be up here, and you here, to actually vote on

         25  something like this or show your support for
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          2  something like that.

          3                 And I know a lot of people don't

          4  understand that it's not possible, and it's not even

          5  many times their fault because you have to walk in

          6  their shoes to really understand or be a daughter or

          7  son perhaps of a veteran.

          8                 So having said that, this bill will

          9  put more people onto this advisory board. More

         10  people would mean more clout, more teeth, more

         11  people involved in having veterans be on there also

         12  shows there are people who really, really have a

         13  vested interest, a real spirit decor to be on it, to

         14  make sure that we continue to do what's best if

         15  possible for the veterans of our great country.

         16                 So, I thank you all for showing up,

         17  as a matter of fact, and I thank the Chair for

         18  putting this through and Speaker Gifford Miller.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 We're going to move right ahead.

         22  First we're going to hear from the Mayor's Office of

         23  Veteran Affairs, the Director of that Office, who

         24  has been quite visible and active on behalf of the

         25  veterans and lobbying them, for them with regard to
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          2  this bill, Mr. Michael J. Handy.

          3                 MR. HANDY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          4  I'd like to preface my remarks to Councilman Reed.

          5  As the father of four daughters, one of whom is now

          6  a Sergeant First Class and stationed in Korea, I

          7  appreciate that --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Actually, before

          9  you do all your preferencing, you might want to let

         10  us swear you in.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Just to make

         12  sure. Good afternoon. Could you raise your right

         13  hand.

         14                 Do you solemnly swear or affirm the

         15  following testimony you're about to give is the

         16  truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

         17                 MR. HANDY: I swear to God.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Thank you.

         19                 Could you please state your name and

         20  your office for the record.

         21                 MR. HANDY: I'm Michael Handy. I'm the

         22  Director of the Mayor's Office of Veteran Affairs.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Thank you.

         24                 MR. HANDY: Thank you.

         25                 Finally, Mr. Reed, 14 percent of the
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          2  personnel in the military today are females,

          3  therefore, annually approximately 14 percent of them

          4  coming out. Thank you.

          5                 Ladies and gentlemen of the Council,

          6  it's a pleasure to appear before you today as a

          7  Director of the Mayor's Office of Veteran Affairs.

          8                 I have worked in various capacities

          9  for City government for 24 years, and for the past

         10  ten years I have been appointed to the position of

         11  the Director of the Office.

         12                 I'm a veteran of Vietnam, having

         13  served in the United States Airforce.

         14                 New York City once bolstered a

         15  veterans population of a half million. Today with

         16  the constant attrition of the World War II veterans,

         17  it's just under 400,000. Fifteen percent of the vets

         18  live in the Bronx, 28 percent in Brooklyn, 21

         19  percent in Manhattan, 29 percent in Queens, and

         20  seven percent in Staten Island.

         21                 Approximately 400 veteran

         22  organizations operate here.

         23                 New York City Charter Section 14

         24  establishes the Office of Veteran Affairs with the

         25  primary duty of providing information and referral
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          2  on a variety of issues to members of the armed

          3  forces and veterans and their families.

          4                 The office also serves as the City's

          5  principle liaison to the military, and we work with

          6  the Guard, the Reserve, the UN Military Advisors,

          7  the Joint Military Public Affairs Office, Fort

          8  Hamilton, Fort Wadsworth, Fort Schuyler and Fort

          9  Totten.

         10                 The City Charter also provides for

         11  the creation of a Veterans' Advisory Board to advise

         12  the Director of the Office of Veteran Affairs

         13  generally.

         14                 Currently, the Charter provides for

         15  five members, three appointed by the Mayor and two

         16  appointed by the Speaker of the Council.

         17                 Although the requirement for a

         18  Veterans' Advisory Board has existed for some time,

         19  the Board has been dormant for more than a decade.

         20                 Earlier this year, Mayor Bloomberg

         21  demonstrated his commitment to New York City

         22  veterans by reinvigorating the Veterans' Advisory

         23  Board. He chose three long-time leaders in the

         24  veterans' community as his appointments to the

         25  Advisory Board. From Manhattan it's Vince McGowan,
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          2  who apologizes he wasn't able to come today; from

          3  Brooklyn it's Joe Mashiriki; and I'm still looking

          4  for him. But I do see that representatives from his

          5  organization, Black Veterans of Social Justice are

          6  here in numbers, and Lee Covino, from Staten Island.

          7  Lee, just kind of wave.

          8                 Each of these individuals brings a

          9  unique set of experiences, associations and

         10  associations with veterans and organizations

         11  throughout the City.

         12                 My next sentence says we await the

         13  Council's appointments; however, you guys have

         14  scooped us, and let me introduce John Rowan, who is

         15  here from Queens.  Pat Devine was not able to

         16  attend, the candidate from Brooklyn -- I'm sorry,

         17  the Bronx.

         18                 At one point, of course, the Charter

         19  had no requirements for any appointee to the Board

         20  to be a veteran, and there had been no requirements

         21  or provisions to ensure that all boroughs are

         22  represented. So, I thank the Government Affairs

         23  Committee for incorporating both of those items into

         24  Intro. 216.

         25                 We welcome the proposed amendment to
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          2  the Charter, which will make explicit what the Mayor

          3  has already taken the leadership in accomplishing,

          4  that is, by appointing three Board members, all of

          5  whom are veterans, all of whom live and work in

          6  different boroughs of our City, all of whom bring

          7  specific expertise related to the veterans'

          8  community. This ensures that the issues facing

          9  veterans throughout the five boroughs are heard and

         10  considered.

         11                 I want to thank Chairman Perkins,

         12  Council Member Nelson, and the Government Operations

         13  Committee, and I salute the veteran members of the

         14  Council, along with their patriotic colleagues.

         15                 Thank you for the opportunity to

         16  testify, gentlemen.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you,

         18  again, for your testimony and for your advocacy on

         19  behalf of the veterans. And at this point in time, I

         20  just want to acknowledge the presence of the

         21  Chairwoman of the Housing and Buildings Committee

         22  from the great Borough of the Bronx, Councilwoman

         23  Madeline Provenzano has joined us.

         24                 MR. HANDY: Ms. Provenzano, I want to

         25  thank you for your support of Pat Devine.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: And we're going

          3  to open it up for some comments or questions. First

          4  we're going to hear from Council Member Peter

          5  Vallone, Jr.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Chair. I just actually want to thank you so you

          8  can sit there and listen to this. As Chair of Public

          9  Safety, I understand exactly how important the

         10  public safety of our public is, and without the

         11  people in this room, we wouldn't have the safety and

         12  the freedom we have today.

         13                 In fact, I just took a questionnaire

         14  yesterday for some thing I'm doing and they asked me

         15  who my favorite American was, and I said George

         16  Washington, who perhaps was the first veteran,

         17  without whom we all wouldn't be in this room today.

         18                 But I was in contact with many

         19  veteran groups prior to today who had concerns about

         20  this bill, not increasing the amount of veterans on

         21  the Board, and I wanted to thank our Chair Bill

         22  Perkins and you for your help in that regard in that

         23  we now have put the changes in to increase the

         24  amount of veterans, in fact mandate that it be

         25  entirely made up of veterans. So, I wanted to thank
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          2  you and our Chair for their help in that regard.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

          4  much. And I also should -- I'd love to thank you and

          5  taking the credit, you know, it's always good to

          6  take credit when you don't deserve it even, but I

          7  want to first thank you, because I know you brought

          8  it to our attention in a very timely way, obviously

          9  Mike Nelson, as the prime sponsor of the bill had to

         10  agree to it. But there's also some -- but those of

         11  us in the Council have the privilege of getting all

         12  the credit, even though most of the work is done by

         13  our staff, and so I want to just give credit to our

         14  counsel, the legal counsel for this Committee,

         15  Matthew Tollin, for negotiating with the

         16  Administration and including what you requested.

         17  And, so, thank you very much, Council Member

         18  Vallone.

         19                 Ms. Provenzano. Council Member

         20  Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Perkins.

         23                 I apologize for my tardiness, but I

         24  know the hearing was in good hands, so...

         25                 I really want to congratulate you and
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          2  the Council members, Mike Nelson, our Chairperson

          3  here, for this. In my community we have many, many

          4  very active veterans groups.

          5                 So, I know they're all very pleased

          6  with this, and I'm very pleased that Pat Devine was

          7  chosen from the Bronx as the Bronx rep. He's been

          8  involved with all kinds of things for so long, and

          9  he is the best person I can think of. So, I just

         10  want to thank all of you that played a part in this.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Are there any

         12  other questions or comments from the members?

         13                 Okay, we're going to now call our

         14  next panel. It's a panel of very distinguished

         15  veterans. One is, as you all know, the one and only

         16  Joseph L. Bello, with the Center for Veterans Youth

         17  and Adults, LaGuardia Community College. Would you

         18  please come forward.

         19                 And then there is Mr. Anton Ganz,

         20  from the great Borough of Kings. Please come join

         21  the panel.

         22                 Mr. James Reyes Salazar, Veterans

         23  Action Coalition, Staten Island. And then, of

         24  course, the Marine Corps League, Brooklyn, Mr.

         25  Anthony R. Ibelli. Please join the panel. The

                                                            18

          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2  procedure is you will be sworn in and begin your

          3  testimony as you wish.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Good afternoon.

          5  Could you raise your right hand? Do you solemnly

          6  swear or affirm the testimony you're about to give

          7  is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the

          8  truth?

          9                 MR. BELLO: I do.

         10                 MR. GANZ: I do.

         11                 MR. REYES SALAZAR: I do.

         12                 MR. IBELLI: I do.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Thank you.

         14                 Could you please each state your name

         15  for the record, and the organization you're

         16  affiliated with?

         17                 MR. SALAZAR: James Reyes Salazar,

         18  Veterans Action Coalition. Chairman of that group,

         19  Staten Island.

         20                 MR. GANZ: My name is Anthony Ganz,

         21  Commander of Kings County Jewish War Veterans.

         22                 MR. BELLO: Joseph Bello, Assistant

         23  Director for the Center for Veterans Youth and

         24  Adults at LaGuardia Community College.

         25                 MR. IBELLI: Tony Ibelli. I hold three
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          2  hats, and I want to say good afternoon to the

          3  honorable Councilpersons, my fellow veterans, and

          4  everybody else that's present at this hearing. Thank

          5  you for showing up.

          6                 I represent the Marine Corps League,

          7  Brooklyn No. 1 Detachment,  of which I am the senior

          8  vice commandant. Also, I am the commander of the

          9  Dyer-Thompson Post VFW 37 in Manhattan, and I am the

         10  Chaplain to the Veterans' Committee of Kings and

         11  Richmond Counties.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Well, since you

         14  wear so many hats, maybe we'll let you go first.

         15                 MR. IBELLI: I don't want to jump

         16  anybody in seniority but I only have a couple of

         17  words to say. One, I'm in favor of this proposal for

         18  the veterans because only someone who has been there

         19  and done that knows it, you have to know how the

         20  other guy feels if you walk a mile in his shoes.

         21                 I'm all for with having veterans

         22  representing veterans to be an Advisory Board, and

         23  as far as those movies go that you mentioned before,

         24  I think the two best ones was A Walk in the Sun and

         25  Full Metal Jacket.  But we need people to know
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          2  what's going on, what the problems of veterans are

          3  and for each conflict there are different set of

          4  circumstances, going from World War II right up to

          5  the guys that are prepping up for a Marine

          6  expedition unit into Iraq. And I am very happy that

          7  we're going to have a cross-section of all veterans

          8  being represented on this panel, and I wish them God

          9  speed. Thank you.

         10                 MR. BELLO: Thank you for giving me

         11  the time to be here. Before I start, I'd like to say

         12  a special hello to Phil Reed, who is my Council

         13  member.

         14                 I am here to voice my opinion in

         15  support of 216-A; however, I do have one item that I

         16  would like the Committee to consider.

         17                 Four months ago, Mayor Bloomberg made

         18  his selections to the Veterans' Advisory Board while

         19  the Council today has announced their selection.

         20  This process has kept the Board incomplete and

         21  untested during that time. So please consider that

         22  perhaps there should be some kind of mechanism in

         23  place that allows the Mayor and the Council to make

         24  their selections within a certain time frame.

         25                 I personally also would like to thank
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          2  Mike Nelson for taking the time to listening to me

          3  and the proposal and submitting it.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 MR. GANZ: I'm here to offer support

          6  for Intro. 216, to expand the Veterans' Advisory

          7  Board and request that the members of the Board be

          8  veterans. Since this is the week of Veterans' Day,

          9  it is a very appropriate time to recognize and to

         10  acknowledge the contributions of the veterans and to

         11  give veterans a voice in determining and pertaining

         12  to their future. And also Mike Nelson, he's a friend

         13  of mine, and he always shows up at our affairs.

         14                 MR. REYES SALAZAR: Honorable

         15  Chairman, distinguished members of the Committee on

         16  Governmental Operations, I appreciate this

         17  opportunity to express my support for Intro. 216-A,

         18  a bill which, if enacted, would increase elections

         19  to the Advisory Board from five to nine persons.

         20                 My name is James Reyes Zalazar, and

         21  I'm the Chairman of the Veterans Action Coalition,

         22  an organization comprised of veterans from all ages.

         23                 The VAC is an outgrowth of the

         24  veterans movement at Staten Island, from the Staten

         25  Island Community College, where many of us attended
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          2  on campus through the GI bill during the seventies.

          3                 Incorporated in 1988, the VAC is the

          4  only veterans political action group in the region,

          5  which participated in the endorsement process on an

          6  annual basis, and I should mention that we endorse

          7  Mayor Bloomberg, Jimmy Oddo and other people to

          8  their office overwhelmingly.

          9                 Over 12 years the City veterans have

         10  waited for our elected officials to comply with

         11  Section 14-B of the City Charter, by making five

         12  appointments to the Veterans Advisory Board.

         13                 To their current credit, Mayor

         14  Bloomberg and Speaker Miller represents the first

         15  elected officials to fulfill the Charter provision

         16  for this. Both are to be saluted for their actions.

         17                 In addition to the Council Member,

         18  Council Member Nelson, Speaker Miller, Committee

         19  Chairman Perkins, and Minority Leader Oddo, deserves

         20  our appreciation for responding to the initial

         21  suggestion to increase the size of the Board from

         22  five to nine members.

         23                 Indeed the Committee action over the

         24  past 24 hours, which resulted in the final judgment

         25  to the bill have demonstrated a willingness to
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          2  promptly and efficiently respond to the last-minute

          3  concerns.

          4                 According to the New York State

          5  Division of Veterans Affairs, in the 2000 Census,

          6  shows that 208,940 veterans of all ages are living

          7  within the five boroughs. With the implementation of

          8  the Veterans Board, our community will have the

          9  opportunity to be heard on matters concerning City

         10  government.

         11                 There's also potential for our City

         12  officials to advocate the importance issues on the

         13  State, as well as federal levels of government.

         14                 However, there are two

         15  recommendations which I would like to make to the

         16  Committee.

         17                 At this legislative procedure to a

         18  final vote, first a longer term for the effective

         19  date should be considered so that the five recent

         20  Charter appointments to the Board be allowed to

         21  function as a unit for a responsible amount of time.

         22  There are many start-up issues, such as developing

         23  basic procedures and methods of operation which may

         24  be better addressed prior to an expansion of the

         25  Board.
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          2                 It is not uncommon for the

          3  development phase of the new Board to take between

          4  six and nine months, as opposed to a 60-day

          5  effective date after enactment.

          6                 Secondly, and this is not related to

          7  the legislation, the Speaker, working with members

          8  of the Council, should consider forming an ad hoc

          9  Committee on Veterans Affairs.

         10                 To voluntarily serve as a listening

         11  post for issues on mutual concern. It should be

         12  noted that the Council has not had such a working

         13  component since the formal Councilman, Victor

         14  Robles, Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs, disbanded

         15  several years ago.

         16                 In closing, I'd like to thank you

         17  once again for your time and commitment to assist

         18  veterans of our great City. And as Mr. Vallone

         19  pointed out, if we walk downstairs in the lobby, we

         20  see a statue of George Washington, our first

         21  veteran. I'd like to take a quote from George

         22  Washington. When he, as a veteran, understanding the

         23  issues and the impact of society that should respond

         24  to veterans, when he addressed the Continental

         25  Congress, he, quote, "the willingness with each of
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          2  our young people are likely to serve in any war, no

          3  matter how justified, should be directly

          4  proportionate to how they are perceived."

          5                 The veterans in early wars were

          6  treated and appreciated by their nation, and

          7  gentlemen, what you do here today is monumental,

          8  it's a good move forward, and any way the VAC and

          9  the rest of these veterans can help you, we will be

         10  there for you.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you.

         13                 I'm glad that you reminded us of what

         14  we're doing in terms of history, acknowledging our

         15  first veteran and his words of wisdom, and

         16  acknowledging that this is Veterans' Week, and

         17  thanks to the sponsor of the bill, we were able to

         18  get it on the agenda in such a timely way, and we

         19  appreciate his advocacy, as well as the advocacy of

         20  the Mayor's Office from that point of view.

         21                 I have one small question. I didn't

         22  see that moving "A Walk in the Sun." What war was

         23  that one?

         24                 MR. IBELLI: World War II. It's about

         25  our veterans there who hit the shore in Italy and
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          2  they were fighting the Germans.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Starring who?

          4                 MR. IBELLI: All of them became stars

          5  later on.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Okay, this is

          7  what we're going to do, we're going to make a test,

          8  whoever wins, gets whatever.

          9                 So, thank you all very much, in all

         10  seriousness, for your service to our country, for

         11  your service to our community, and for your

         12  advocacy, but that other groups were so focused and

         13  so dedicated, as you have shown yourself to be for

         14  the cause that you represent. It would make our City

         15  that much better.

         16                 So, if there are any questions or

         17  concerns from the members of the Committee?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Once again,

         20  Council Member Madeline Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I would

         22  just like to note that Mr. Salazar was kind enough

         23  to thank the gentlemen, and I hope he also thanks

         24  the gentle woman. Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: That's to the
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          2  first bill that we're going to pass.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I knew

          4  that would lead into it.

          5                 MR. SALAZAR: I apologize

          6  wholeheartedly, but when I see you folks here, I see

          7  no gender, I see a legislative body that is together

          8  for common cause, and I give you an apology if I

          9  offended you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: You got

         11  out of that very gracefully. Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Very good. Any

         13  other questions, observations, from the members of

         14  the Committee?

         15                 At this point I want to thank you

         16  again for your presence and your testimony and your

         17  service to our country and to our City, and the

         18  example that you can provide for all of our young

         19  men and women and of today and of the future.

         20                 I'm going to thank you and we're

         21  going to move to a vote on both bills.

         22                 And while we're preparing for that, I

         23  just want to express my appreciation to the members

         24  of the Committee for all that you do to make this

         25  Committee effective and to make this Committee
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          2  productive. I know that we have a tendency to meet a

          3  lot and some times on days that others might not

          4  normally be meeting such as on a Friday, but you

          5  always manage to get here and to do the business of

          6  this Committee and do the business of this City, and

          7  I just want you to know that I appreciate it.

          8                 We're just testing you to see how

          9  committed you are to the cause of representing the

         10  people of the City of New York.

         11                 But I really appreciate the fact that

         12  you come out and allow us to do what we do for the

         13  people.

         14                 I want to acknowledge the one and

         15  only leader of the minority party, from the great

         16  Borough of Staten Island, Council Member James Oddo.

         17                 Perhaps, Council Member, you'd like

         18  to take a moment to say a few words?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just want to

         20  thank you, Mr. Chairman, for having a hearing on

         21  this issue so promptly, and to Council Member Nelson

         22  and his staff for responding to the e-mails and the

         23  calls that we got in our office. And I just would

         24  like to say to these gentlemen that hopefully in

         25  early 2003 we will invite you back when we pass out
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          2  the POW MIA Flag Bill.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Okay, so it will

          5  be a few minutes before we actually vote. Apparently

          6  they're taking a vote inside, and so about two

          7  minutes I'm told. So, we'll take a two-minute

          8  recess.

          9                 (Recess taken.)

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: I would ask that

         11  the members of the Committee.

         12                 Call the roll. We're ready.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: I want to once

         15  again thank the sponsors of the two bills, Council

         16  Member Philip Reed for his gender neutral bill, and

         17  I want to thank, again, Council Member Nelson for

         18  his bill honoring our veterans, and I want to thank

         19  our veterans, once again, and therefore vote aye on

         20  both bills.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm proud to

         23  vote aye on both. Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes on
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          2  both.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on both.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: If I may be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 Just to touch it off, I believe the

          9  feds, the states, the cities have not done as much

         10  as we could have done in this country to help and

         11  really whether it's medically or housing or

         12  whatever, our veterans, again, who made this

         13  country. So, having said that, we didn't do it when

         14  we had the money, so I don't know we're going

         15  without the money, and, however, we can do it by

         16  measures such as this to show our respect and

         17  admiration for veterans, and I thank again Chairman

         18  Perkins, Mayor Bloomberg, for helping us rush it

         19  through for Veterans' Day, and Speaker Miller, but

         20  expecially all those fellow Committee members,

         21  especially those assembled today and all the

         22  veterans.

         23                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I proudly
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          2  vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          4  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          5  abstentions, both items are adopted.

          6                 Council Members, please sign the

          7  Committee report.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: That's it. See

          9  you next Friday.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 2:10 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 15th day of November 2002.
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