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	TITLE: 
	AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing speed limits in cities with populations in excess of one million people


I. BACKGROUND
	New York City lacks the authority to set its own speed limit. New York State most recently lowered the permissible speed limit in New York City in 2014, setting it at 25 miles per hour (mph) in general, and 15 mph in school zones and where traffic calming measures have been introduced. After the City implemented those lower speed limits, traffic fatalities declined more than 22%, and pedestrian fatalities declined more than 25% citywide. Evidence suggests that lowering the speed limit to 20 mph, which is not currently permitted other than in certain instances under state law, could further reduce injuries and fatalities. According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, when a vehicle is traveling at a speed 20 mph, the average risk of severe injury for a pedestrian struck by that vehicle is less than 25% percent and the average risk of death is less than 10%. At higher speeds, those numbers increase dramatically: at 30 mph, the risk of severe injury is nearly 50% and the risk of death is 20%, and at 40 mph, the risk of severe injury is almost 80% and the risk of death is 45%. Moreover, research suggests that children are unable to accurately judge the speed of vehicles traveling faster than 20 mph, making vehicles traveling at such speeds more dangerous for them.
	The bill would authorize the City to lower its speed limit to as low as 20 mph, down from the current citywide speed limit of 25 mph. It would further authorize the City to set speed limits on streets where traffic calming measures have been implemented to as low as 10 mph, down from the current lowest permitted speed limit in such areas of 15 mph. It would require that as part of the reporting which must occur whenever the City implements traffic calming measures in certain areas and lowers the speed limit in those areas below 20 mph, the City provide a rationale for its decision, an explanation for how such lower speed limits comply with engineering standards, and an explanation for how it will ensure that motor vehicles can safely operate at those lower speed limits in a way that optimizes the safety and convenience of all road users. Finally, the bill would require that whenever the City raises a speed limit by more than 5 miles per hour, the City must provide written notice and an opportunity for public comment to the community boards with jurisdiction over the areas where such speed limits are changing, similar to what it currently does whenever the City lowers a speed limit by more than 5 miles per hour. 
II. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
	Section one of this bill provides that the act shall be known and may be cited as “Sammy’s Law.”
	Section two of this bill amends paragraphs 26 and 27 of subdivision (a) of section 1642 of the vehicle and traffic law to permit cities with populations in excess of one million people to lower their maximum speed limits to as low as 20 mph. It further provides that if such cities raise a speed limit in any area by more than five mph, written notice and an opportunity for comment must be provided to the community board or boards with jurisdiction over such area. It further permits such cities to lower the maximum speed limit to as low as 10 mph in areas where traffic calming measures have been implemented. It further provides that the report that a city must issue if it anywhere lowers the speed limit below 20 mph when traffic calming measures are implemented must include an explanation of the rationale for such lower speed limits, an explanation of how the lower speed limits comply with engineering standards, and an explanation of how motor vehicles can operate at safe speeds along such roads in a way that optimizes safety and convenience for all road users. 	
	Section three is the effective date.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
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