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	TITLE: 
	AN ACT authorizing the city of New York to discontinue certain parkland in Ferry Point Park in the borough of the Bronx





I. BACKGROUND
On June 11, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, held a vote on M #144, a communication from the Mayor requesting the New York State Legislature pass bills introduced by Senator Fernandez, S.7049-A, and Assembly Member Benedetto, A.7514-A, “AN ACT authorizing the city of New York to discontinue certain parkland in Ferry Point Park in the borough of the Bronx.” M #144 passed with 5 votes in the affirmative, 4 votes in the negative, and 0 abstentions.
II. PROPOSED STATE LEGISLATION
	This legislation is in connection with the potential location of a casino and related facilities within Ferry Point Park, Bronx, in and around the area of the existing Bally’s golf course.  The NYS Gaming Commission is expected to award up to three licenses for casinos and related facilities in downstate New York by December 2025.  Parkland alienation is needed as part of Bally’s required land use approvals in order to submit its application to the NYS Gaming Facility Location Board (current application deadline June 27, 2025) to be considered for a gaming facility license. 
	This parkland alienation bill would be contingent on Bally’s being selected by the NYS Gaming Location Board for a gaming facility license; in addition, if construction of a casino does not commence with 15 years on the site, the land would revert back to the City as inalienable parkland. 
	The legislation would authorize the City to discontinue and sell to Bally’s at fair market value approximately 15.7 acres of land in the park; it also authorizes the City to discontinue and alienate approximately 11 acres of now parkland for use as public roadways in and around the park.
	Section 1 of the bill grants the City of New York the authority to discontinue and alienate certain parkland to (i) sell land for fair market value certain parklands pursuant to agreements with Bally’s New York Operating Company, LLC or affiliates for the development of a gaming facility and associated commercial and community facility uses; (ii) transfer certain parklands to NYC Department of Transportation for use as public roadways; (iii) convey an easement to Bally’s over certain discontinued parkland for access to the proposed gaming facility (if licensed by the State).
 	Section 2 makes alienation and discontinuance of any parklands contingent on Bally’s obtaining a license from the NYS Gaming Commission to operate a casino, and requires that the City of New York dedicate an amount equal to or greater than the fair market value of the parklands discontinued towards acquiring new parklands and/or capital improvements to existing parklands in the Borough of the Bronx.
 	Section 3 defines the specific parcels of land to be discontinued as parkland for the proposed Bally’s casino.
 	Section 4 of the bill defines the specific parcels of land to be discontinued as parkland for purposes of transfer to NYC DOT for use as public roadways.
	Section 5 defines the specific parcels of land to be discontinued as parkland for the purposes of conveying an easement to Bally’s to access the land described in Section 3 of the bill.
	Section 6 of the bill requires the City to seek necessary federal approvals for the alienation of the parkland, if any. 
	Section 7 clarifies that the bill does not preempt any provision of (i) article 13 of the Racing, Pari-Mutuel Wagering, and Breeding Law; or (ii) 197(c ) and 197(d) of the City Charter (ULURP).
 
	Section 8 of the bill establishes that if construction does not commence on a Bally’s casino (pursuant to a State license to do same) within fifteen years or if the land is used for unauthorized purposes, the parkland will revert back to the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation for recreational use and any easements will be terminated. 
 	Section 9 sets the effective date.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
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