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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome to

          3  today's City Council Finance Committee hearing. My

          4  name is David Weprin, I'm Chair of the Finance

          5  Committee. I'll introduce my colleagues and I think

          6  we actually have a quorum.

          7                 We have, on my far right, Council

          8  Member Dennis Gallagher from Queens. The right

          9  caucus. Council Member Simcha Felder from Brooklyn.

         10  Our Minority Leader Councilman Oddo from Staten

         11  Island; Council Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn. Jim

         12  Caras, Counsel to the Committee. Council Member Mike

         13  Nelson, Chair of a Subcommittee on Revenue

         14  Forecasting of this Committee. Council Member Gale

         15  Brewer from Manhattan. Council Member Robert Jackson

         16  from Manhattan. Council Member Eric Gioia from

         17  Queens. Council Member Jim Gennaro from Queens.

         18  Council Member Bill DeBlasio from Brooklyn. And

         19  Councilman Mike McMahon from Staten Island. And I

         20  think that's a quorum - five, six, seven, eight,

         21  nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen - yes, we have a

         22  quorum.

         23                 Today the Committee will consider and

         24  approve the estimate for the Operating Budget of the

         25  City Council for Fiscal Year 2005. Under the City
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          2  Charter, the Council has until March 10th to submit

          3  to the Mayor its own operating budget. What's

          4  today's date? March 10th. For the next fiscal year.

          5                 Under the Charter the Mayor can

          6  comment on our budget but he cannot change it.

          7  Overall, the Council's proposed budget for Fiscal

          8  2005 is slightly lower than the budget for the

          9  current year -- you can't trust those Republicans --

         10  by a little over $200,000.

         11                 Matt Farrell and Joyce Singerman of

         12  the Council's Administrative Services Division are

         13  here to provide greater detail and answer any

         14  questions.

         15                 We will also consider two Land Use

         16  item referrals today. They are both federal Section

         17  202 supportive housing projects for low-income

         18  elderly residents. Council Member Foster and

         19  Boyland, in whose district the two projects are

         20  located, are supportive of the respective projects,

         21  and we're being joined by Council Member Bill

         22  DeBlasio, our Deputy Majority Leader, and I see

         23  Frank Lombardi from the Daily News has an exclusive

         24  of anything that comes out of this hearing today.

         25                 Do you have any prepared statement,
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          2  or you are just hear to answer questions?

          3                 Ms. Singerman.

          4                 MS. SINGERMAN: Good morning, Chairman

          5  Weprin and members of the Finance Committee. I'm

          6  Joyce Singerman, Fiscal Officer, Administrative

          7  Services Division at the City Council.

          8                 Before you today with the Council's

          9  Fiscal Year 2005 Operating Budget. This budget is

         10  $45,823,898. The shifting of funds from Central PS

         11  and OTPS units of appropriation to Council member U

         12  of A covers the cost of the creation of several new

         13  committees. Descriptions of these committees have

         14  been added to the document before you. And if you

         15  have any questions right now, we'd be happy to

         16  answer them. Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We have also been

         18  joined by a couple of more colleagues. Boy this is a

         19  full attendance almost. We have Council Member

         20  Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx; our Majority

         21  Leader Council Member Joel Rivera, also from the

         22  Bronx; Council Member Christine Quinn from Queens --

         23  from Queens -- from Manhattan. I've got Queens on my

         24  mind. And Council Member Helen Sears from Queens.

         25                 Council Member Brewer.

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          3  much, and thank you for all your support, both of

          4  you, for all of us individual members. At the

          5  Steering Committee we had some discussion but for

          6  the benefit of some colleagues, can you just tell

          7  us, is there any change to the budget of individual

          8  Council member staff, as opposed to the Council as a

          9  whole?

         10                 MR. FARRELL: No, the budgets for the

         11  Council members is remaining the same.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Of course, you

         13  know, there's always concern because different

         14  Council members have different rent and other kinds

         15  of issues, obviously representing Manhattan I see.

         16  Generally we have higher rent, so it's a challenge

         17  to make sure that we give adequate staff salaries

         18  and pay the rent.

         19                 And without getting into that issue,

         20  I think there is a lot of concern about trying to

         21  increase the salaries of staff members for the

         22  individual Council members, but I guess that's

         23  something that you have to just do internally, given

         24  the budget challenges; is that correct?

         25                 MR. FARRELL: Yes, that is correct.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay, it's

          3  still a problem, but thank you very much.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Any further

          5  questions for Matt Farrell or Joyce Singerman?

          6                 Council Member Felder?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No, the

          8  Minority Leader.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Oh, Council

         10  Member Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I have a

         12  question for Mr. Farrell.

         13                 Mr. Farrell, are you now, or have you

         14  ever been a member of the Communist Party.

         15                 MR. FARRELL: Unequivocally no.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Mr. Farrell, are

         17  you now, or have you ever committed --

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Remember, Frank

         19  Lombardi has an exclusive on this.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:-- A wild on

         21  video (talking over each other.)

         22                 MR. FARRELL: Not to my knowledge.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Seeing no other

         24  questions, we will couple them for a vote.

         25                 Call the roll.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye, with

         12  special thanks to Matt and Joyce for all the hard

         13  work they do making sure all of our offices run, our

         14  bills get paid and our staff get paid. I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye. And I wish

         11  to thank Joyce and Matt, because without them we

         12  wouldn't be able to do anything.

         13                 So, thank you very much.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 18 in the

         21  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         22  abstentions, the items are adopted.

         23                 Council members, please sign the

         24  Committee reports. Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We're going to
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          2  keep the roll open for those that still want to

          3  vote.

          4                 Other than that, we're adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 10th day of March 2004.
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