Int. No. 1092

By Council Members Lappin, Chin, Comrie, James, Koo, Lander, Mendez, Richards, Rose and Gentile

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city building code, in relation to the installation of external electrical hookups. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Section BC 2702 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a new subsection BC 2702.4, to read as follows:

2702.4 Temporary Generators. An external connection of secondary source of power for temporary generators shall be provided for buildings and structures that are:

a. Served electrically by either a separate spot network for the building or structure that allows the utility company to disconnect electric service to the building or structure, or that have a single main disconnect switch; or

b. In group I-2 occupancies.


  
Exceptions: 

1. Buildings or structures with permanently installed generators in accordance with this chapter that supply a secondary source of power for space heating, vertical transportation, domestic water and lighting and power for 50% of occupied spaces.

2. Buildings or structures with interior transformer vaults which are elevated above the design flood elevation in accordance with Appendix G of this code and have a distance in excess of 200 feet from the main distribution to the temporary generator.

2702.4.1 Switchboard Modifications. The main electrical distribution for a building or structure shall allow for use of an externally located source of power, such as a portable generator, by means of a manual or automatic switch meeting the requirements of sections 2704.4.1.1 through 2704.4.1.8.

2704.4.1.1 The switchboard shall be constructed to create a point of connection for temporary cables that connect to a temporary source of power, such as a generator.
2704.4.1.2 First or second level distribution gear shall be considered permissible connection points for temporary cabling.  Cabling extensions from the switchboard(s) shall not be required as part of the permanent installation.

2704.4.1.3 Connection points can be established “ahead of the main” or as a secondary or tertiary level connection point, provided that the sum total of the connection points does not exceed the equivalent quantity of main (1st Level) devices.
2704.4.1.4 Connection points that are “ahead of the main” shall employ hinged, locking panel sections with warning labels that include the following information:

1. Contact information for the electrical utility company serving the building;

2. Necessary safety procedures to implement a temporary connection; and

3. Maximum cabling and generator size.

2704.4.1.5 Connection points shall either be established as additional over-current protective devices or as main or branch busway extensions, provided that the connection points permit the full service capacity to be made with temporary cabling.

2704.4.1.6 A notice shall be posted near the connection points identifying the generator in service, including the phases, voltage, capacity, and any other pertinent information needed to procure a temporary generator.

2704.4.1.7 In Occupancy Group I-2 structures that are not hospitals the electrical system shall be designed with an electrical “quick-connect” to allow an external generator to be easily connected to power all electrical services.

2704.4.1.8 In existing  and new Occupancy Group I-2 structures that are hospitals, the electrical system shall be designed with an electrical “quick-connect” to allow an external generator to be easily connected and power, at a minimum, emergency power services. 

2704.4.1.9 In existing and new Occupancy Group I-2 structures that are adult homes located within a Special or Moderate Flood Hazard Area as defined by Section G201.2 of Appendix G of this code the electrical system shall be designed with an electrical “quick-connect” to allow an external generator to be easily connected to power all electrical services.

2704.4.2 Architectural Openings.  Architectural provisions, including but not limited to, doors, hatches, framed openings, access panels, sleeves, and conduit, shall be established and sized to readily permit the installation of temporary cabling in accordance with the New York City Electrical Code.

2704.4.3 Flood Areas. External connection routes shall be either located above the design flood elevation or wet flood proofed in accordance with Appendix G of this code.
§ 2.  Section BC G304.1.1 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a new Item 7, to read as follows:

7. Back-up systems. For Group I-2 occupancies that are adult homes, a back-up generator above the design flood elevation or an electrical quick-connect which allows an external generator to be easily connected to power all electrical services in such facility shall be provided.

§ 3.  Section BC G304.1.2 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a new Item 3, to read as follows:

3. Back-up systems. All new occupancy group I-2 facilities shall be designed with an electrical quick-connect to allow for an external generator to be easily connected and power all electrical services, except that I-2 facilities that are hospitals shall be designed with an electrical quick-connect that can handle, at a minimum, emergency power services. All new I-2 facilities that are hospitals with heating or cooling equipment located below the design flood elevation shall be designed with a quick-connect that can allow temporary heating or cooling to be connected to such facility. 
§ 4.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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