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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to today's hearing of the Committee of

          4  Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International

          5  Intergroup Relations to consider the proposed

          6  resolution regarding South African, Human and Civil

          7  Rights advocate Walter Sisulu.

          8                 Mr. Sisulu passed away on May 6th,

          9  2003 at the age of 90. Throughout his life Mr.

         10  Sisulu battled tirelessly in defense of fundamental

         11  human rights in South Africa and against apartheid,

         12  for which he was jailed numerous times.

         13                 In fact, Mr. Sisulu was imprisoned

         14  for more than 25 years over the course of his life.

         15  Mr. Sisulu also served as Secretary General of the

         16  African National Congress from 1949 through 1954 and

         17  was a mentor and a friend to Nelson Mandella.

         18                 Today we are here to consider a

         19  resolution that not only mourns the death of Walter

         20  Sisulu, but also celebrates his life an example, and

         21  at this point I would like to thank and introduce

         22  Council Member Bill Perkins for putting this

         23  resolution together and bringing it to the Council.

         24  I think it's very fitting, as we continue our

         25  ongoing struggle in this City and throughout the
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          2  world to handle social justice issues.

          3                 It's good to know that we honor

          4  people like Walter Sisulu, who was a mentor, who was

          5  a fighter for social justice. We should all emulate

          6  him for his tireless efforts and his class and

          7  distinction in which he handled so many trying and

          8  difficult times.

          9                 Council Member Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I thank you

         11  very much, Chairman Serrano. I think you have said

         12  it best, as far as how I feel about this resolution

         13  and about this giant of a leader who as you pointed

         14  out was a contemporary of Nelson Mandella and was

         15  very, very important in the fight against apartheid

         16  in South Africa and was a shining example of

         17  struggle for social justice and democracy, we just

         18  had a press conference related to the patriot act

         19  and some of the measures that I believe challenging

         20  our democracy, and so it seems to me quite fitting

         21  that as we are trying to make a statement about such

         22  challenges that we also recognize in someone who has

         23  faced such challenges, perhaps in a much more

         24  draconian way, who suffered such challenges to

         25  democracy, civil rights and civil liberties, and who
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          2  overcame such challenges and has become a beacon for

          3  so many of us as a model for how we can live our

          4  lives as change agents, which I believe we are as

          5  Council members, as well as how we can live our

          6  lives as human beings.

          7                 So, I want to thank you for the

          8  expeditious manner that you are considering this

          9  resolution and extend my appreciation to all your

         10  Committee members for their support as well.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Perkins.

         14                 I'd like to introduce the Council

         15  Members and mention who they are who are here.

         16                 To my right, Council Member Alan

         17  Jennings, member of the Committee; to my left,

         18  Council Member Domenic Recchia; Council Member Tracy

         19  Boyland. Behind me we have Council Member David

         20  Weprin; and also we're joined to my right by Council

         21  Member Philip Reed.

         22                 And, again, this is a resolution of

         23  such importance to the Council, and we wanted to

         24  move as quickly as possible, so in the spirit of

         25  moving quickly to have this in today's Stated
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          2  Council Meeting, I will call for a vote on this

          3  resolution honoring the death and the life of Walter

          4  Sisulu.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

          6  resolution. All members in favor say aye.

          7                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Those opposed say nay.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Resolution is

         11  adopted.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: I would like to

         13  thank all of the Council Members for being here.

         14  This meeting is adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 12:54 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 28th day of May 2003.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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