New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0251-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson, Bottcher, and Cabán

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York city plumbing code and the New York city building code, in relation to a minimum number of gender-neutral bathrooms.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
Currently, there are no requirements in the city’s plumbing code to provide gender-neutral bathrooms in newly constructed buildings. This bill will work to protect and affirm the identities of gender-expansive New Yorkers by ensuring that all individuals have access to a bathroom that aligns with their gender identity. Many transgender, nonbinary, and gender non-conforming people report being harassed when using bathrooms with sex-specific signage. Gender neutral bathrooms make it safer for these individuals to use public restrooms, according to the American Psychological Association. This bill will update the New York city plumbing code to require at least one gender neutral option be provided in addition to separate bathrooms based on sex in newly constructed buildings.

