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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the replacement of priority regulatory signs.

 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 by adding a new section 19-128.

INTRODUCTION

On September 25, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John C. Liu, will hold a hearing to vote on Proposed Int. No. 581-A.  Proposed Int. No. 581-A would amend Subchapter one of Chapter one of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new Section 19-128, requiring the New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to maintain a log of the dates and times of notices regarding priority regulatory signs (defined for the purposes of this bill as stop signs, yield signs, do not enter signs, and one way signs) that are missing or damaged and dates and times that such signs were repaired or replaced.  DOT would be required to, within three business days of receiving notice of a defective or missing stop sign, yield sign or do not enter sign, replace or repair such sign or make a determination that replacement or repair is not required.  DOT would also be required to, within seven business days of receiving notice of a defective or missing one way sign, replace or repair such sign or make a determination that replacement or repair is not required.

BACKGROUND

One of the most important missions of DOT is to ensure the safety of people who use the City’s streets and sidewalks.  In the 2007 Mayor’s Management Report, the first key public service noted is to “[e]nsure the safety of motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists traveling in New York City.”
  A critical tool used by DOT to achieve the task of protecting users of the City’s streets and sidewalks is the installation and maintenance of traffic control devices.

The primary purpose of traffic control devices, which include signs, signals, and pavement markings, is to promote highway safety and uniformity so that traffic can move safely and efficiently on streets and highways throughout the nation.  Traffic control devices help ensure that fewer pedestrians and drivers are killed or injured by regulating the flow of traffic and alerting drivers and pedestrians as to who has the right of way.

At present, DOT uses a nine-day standard to measure its performance repairing or replacing priority regulatory signs.
  This relatively lengthy response time may create a hazardous condition at those intersections where a sign has been damaged, is not legible, or is completely missing.  Not only is there an increased risk of physical danger to motorists and pedestrians from such conditions, but the potential for liability to the City grows if there is a failure to repair or replace a priority regulatory sign.
ANALYSIS

Int. No. 581-A would amend Subchapter one of Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new Section 19-128 entitled “Damaged or missing stop signs.”  Subdivision a of new section 19-128 would define “priority regulatory sign” to mean a stop sign, yield sign, do not enter sign, or one way sign.

Subdivision b of new section 19-128 would require DOT to maintain a log of notices of priority regulatory signs that are missing or damaged to the extent that any such sign is not visible or legible to a motorist who must obey or rely upon such sign.  Such log would include the date and time that such notice was received and the date and time when the priority regulatory sign was repaired or replaced, or the date on which a determination was made that replacement or repair was not warranted and the reason for such determination.

Subdivision c of new section 19-128 would require DOT to replace or repair a stop, yield or do not enter sign within three business days of receiving notice that such sign is missing or damaged to the extent that such sign is not visible or legible to a motorist who must obey or rely upon such sign or make a determination that replacement or repair is not warranted.

Subdivision d of new section 19-128 would require DOT to replace or repair a one way sign within seven business days of receiving notice that such sign is missing or damaged to the extent that such sign is not visible or legible to a motorist who must obey or rely upon such sign or make a determination that replacement or repair is not warranted.  

Section 2 of Proposed Int. No 581-A would require the proposed local law to take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.

�  2007 Mayor’s Management Report.


�  The term “priority regulatory sign” is not defined in the 2007 Mayor’s Management Report, but in the 2005 Mayor’s Management Report, priority regulatory signs included “stop” and “do not enter” signs.  In the 1999 Mayor’s Management report, priority regulatory signs included “stop,” “yield,” do not enter,” and “one way” signs.
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