Int. No. 309

By Council Members Vacca, Nelson, Addabbo Jr., Avella, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Stewart, Weprin, Liu and Arroyo

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a database of professional engineers and architects who self-certify false or noncompliant building permit applications or plans and in relation to sanctioning professional engineers and registered architects who self-certify a false or noncompliant building permit application or plans.

..Body

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Article 9 of chapter one of title 27 is amended by adding a new section 27-143.1:


§27-143.1 Self-certification of application and plans. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

i. “Self-certification” or “self-certify” means the submission to the department of a signed, personal verification made by a professional engineer or registered architect that accompanies an application for approval of plans which attests that such application, plan or portions thereof do not contain any false information and that such application, plan or portions thereof are in full compliance with all applicable provisions of law, thereby allowing the department to forgo a full examination of any portion of such application or plans prior to approval.  

ii. “Probation” means a six-month period that begins once a professional engineer or registered architect whose privileges of self-certifying an application for approval of plans had been suspended or revoked has such privileges restored by the department. 

b. Where the department has restored the self-certification privileges of a professional engineer or registered architect whose self-certification privileges were suspended by the department such professional engineer or registered architect shall be placed on probation at the expiration of the suspension period.

c. The department shall revoke the self-certification privileges of every professional engineer or registered architect who has been found by the department to have self-certified an application for approval of plans that contained false information or was not in compliance with all applicable provisions of law on three or more occasions during any twelve-month period.

d. A professional engineer or registered architect who has had his or her self-certification privileges revoked by the department in accordance with subdivision c may apply for the restoration of self-certification privileges one year or more after such privileges were revoked by the department. The department may restore such privileges and, if so, shall place such professional engineer or registered architect on probation.

e. The department shall permanently revoke, without the opportunity of restoration, the self-certification privileges of a professional engineer or registered architect who, while on probation, self-certifies an application for approval of plans found by the department to contain false information or was not in compliance with all applicable provisions of law. 

f. The department shall create and maintain a database of all professional engineers and registered architects that have self-certified a false or noncompliant application for approval of plans. 

g. By the first day of February each year the department shall prepare a report that contains all information related to subdivisions b, c, d, e and f of this section for the prior calendar year and deliver such report to the mayor, the council and the department of consumer affairs.


     §2. Chapter 5 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 16 to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER 16

§16-900 Disclosure of certain misconduct by professional engineers and registered architects
 
§16-900 Disclosure of certain misconduct by professional engineers and registered architects. The department shall keep a record of every suspension and revocation of self-certification privileges with respect to every professional engineer and registered architect contained in the report prepared by the department of buildings pursuant to section 27-143.1 of this code. The department shall provide, in writing, information concerning such suspensions and revocations of self-certification privileges with respect to a specific professional engineer and registered architect listed in such report to every person who requests such information from the department.
§3. This local law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment into law.
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