New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced herein, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Nantasha Williams

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring certain contracted entities to develop and implement a cultural passport program encouraging visitation to participating sites in each borough

Submitted by:
Council Member Nantasha Williams

Justification:
New York City’s cultural sector is one of its greatest assets, yet access to and engagement with cultural institutions remains uneven across boroughs. While major institutions draw consistent attention, many neighborhood-based cultural sites—particularly in the outer boroughs—lack visibility and sustained foot traffic. This bill addresses that disparity by requiring a coordinated cultural passport program that encourages residents and visitors to engage with sites in all five boroughs, ensuring a more equitable distribution of cultural participation and economic activity. 
By introducing a structured program that includes designated participating sites, visitation tracking, and incentive-based engagement, the legislation creates a clear and accessible pathway for the public to explore the city’s cultural landscape. This approach not only strengthens audience development for cultural institutions but also supports surrounding small businesses and commercial corridors through increased foot traffic. In doing so, the bill advances broader city goals around cultural equity, economic development, and neighborhood revitalization, while positioning the City to take a more active role in connecting New Yorkers to cultural resources. 
