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Int. No. 735:
By Council Members Harrison, Sabini, Carrion, Malave-Dilan, Freed, Henry, Koslowitz, Linares, Nelson and Provenzano; also Council Members DiBrienza, Foster, Leffler, Marshall and O’Donovan

Title: 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to grease and oil generated from food service establishments.

Administrative Code:
Amends subdivision (a) of section 24-523 by adding new paragraphs sixteen through twenty-one and amends subdivision (d) by numbering the existing subdivision as paragraph (1) and adding new paragraphs (2) and (3).

Int. No. 736:
By Council Members Harrison, Sabini, Carrion, Malave-Dilan, Freed, Henry, Koslowitz, Linares, Nelson and Provenzano; also Council Members Foster, Leffler, Marshall and O’Donovan

Title: 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to enforcement and penalties of premises discharging into the sewer system.

Administrative Code:
Amends subdivision (g) of section 24-524. 

Int. No. 830:
By Council Members Sabini, Harrison, Carrion, Malave-Dilan, Henry, Koslowitz, Lopez, Marshall, Nelson, Freed and Fiala; also Council Member O’Donovan 

Title: 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, to require that the owners of establishments with grease interceptors have contracts with authorized companies to maintain the devices and properly dispose of the grease.

Administrative Code:
Amends subdivision (d) of section P105.4 of reference standard 16 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new paragraph 
Background

Int. No. 735, Int. No. 736 and Int. No. 830 all address the issue that New York City needs the help of all its residents to keep our sewer system running properly. Cooking oil and grease from restaurants are wastes that the City’s sewer system cannot handle and should not be discarded into the sewer system. Dumping grease, fats, and oil can clog sewer lines, causing sewer back-ups and flooding which as a result, damage personal and public property.

According to a December 2, 1999 Queens Chronicle article, raw sewage backed up into Flushing Bay three times in November and December of 1999 due to illegal disposal of grease from downtown Flushing restaurants. Restaurant inspections, educational seminars and campaigns by the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) have not reduced the problem and tougher regulations must be created. Currently, the requirement for food service establishments to install grease traps is found in the Rules of the City of New York, but incidents and inspections have shown that many restaurants don’t have them or have inadequate ones, and that many pour grease directly down their drains.

These three pieces of legislation call for “food service establishments” to install grease traps; authorize the suspension or revocation of the licenses of food service establishments that repeatedly fail to maintain grease traps; requires DEP to inspect grease traps; raises fines which are issued if the food service establishment is not in compliance with the law; and mandates that a licensed plumber install grease interceptors, which are also known as “grease traps.” It also clarifies the existing rules into law to enable the Department of Environmental Protection to better enforce and monitor these food service establishments.

Analysis of Int. No. 735


Bill section one of Int. No. 735 amends section 24-523 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, which sets forth definitions of industrial waste and sewer charges, by adding six new definitions.


New paragraph sixteen defines “food service establishment” as “a place where food is provided directly to the consumer, whether such food is provided free of charge or sold and whether consumption occurs on or off the premises or is provided from a pushcart, stand or vehicle.” This definition was developed from Title 24 of the New York City Health Code, Rules of the City of New York §81.03(j).


New paragraph seventeen defines “grease and oil” as “any substance, such as biodegradable animal fat and vegetable oil, or any relatively non-volatile, non-biodegradable petroleum hydrocarbon which is produced as a result of the operation of a food service establishment.” This definition was developed from Title 15 of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, Rules of the City of New York §19-01.


New paragraph eighteen defines “interceptor” as “a sewer which receives the dry weather flow from a number of traverse combined or sanitary sewers and conducts such sewage to a water pollution control plant. During storms it receives predetermined quantities of dry-weather flow admixed with stormwater and conducts commingled sewage to a water pollution control plant.” This definition was developed from Title 15 of the Rules of the City of New York §19-01.


New paragraph nineteen defines “grease and oil traps” as “a device which is installed to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants such as oil and grease into the public sewer system.”  


New paragraph twenty defines “indirect discharge” as “a discharge from a private sewer to a public sewer, or other wastewater discharged so as to enter a public sewer.” This definition was developed from Title 15 of the Rules of the City of New York §19-01.


New paragraph twenty-one defines “direct discharge” as “a discharge to a public sewer from a house sewer.” This definition was developed from Title 15 of the Rules of the City of New York §19-01.

Section 2 of Int. No. 735 amends subdivision (d) of §24-523, which deals with the inspection and sampling of industrial waste discharged into the sewer system. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection will now also have to sample “grease or oil produced by a food service establishment” to determine if that material was discharged into the sewer system as well as industrial waste. The title of this subdivision is amended to reflect this.

Subdivision (d) of §24-523 is also amended by adding new paragraphs two and three. Paragraph two states that a grease trap shall be installed in every waste line of a food service establishment which may receive grease or oil, which would result in a direct or indirect discharge, including, but not limited to, those resulting from pot wash sinks, cooking equipment, food scrap sinks, scullery sinks, meat and/or poultry and/or fish preparation sinks, floor drains, automatic dishwashers, scraper sinks or other equipment or devices used in the operation of a food service establishments. This proposed language comes from Title 15 of the Rules of the City of New York §19-11(a).

Paragraph three of subdivision (d) of §24-523 states that a grease trap shall be properly installed, maintained and operated in accordance with rules promulgated by the DEP Commissioner pursuant to subdivision (e) of §24-523. Subdivision (e) of §24-523, which is not being amended, deals with the rights of the Commissioner to promulgate rules and regulations. This proposed language comes from Title 15 of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, Rules of the City of New York §19-11(q).
Section three of the bill states that Int. No. 735 would become effective 60 days after it is enacted into law. 

Analysis of Int. No. 736


Bill section one of Int. No. 736 amends subdivision (g) of section 24-523 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, which sets forth the penalties for any person who knowingly violates or fails to comply with any provisions of sections 24-504 through 24-522 or section 24-523 of the Administrative Code or any order, rule or regulation issued by the DEP Commissioner or the Environmental Control Board. 

Int. No. 736 amends subdivision (g) by raising the fine for a person guilty of violating the conditions of any permit issued by DEP as well raising the penalties for violating any provisions of sections 24-504 through 24-522 or section 24-513, to a fine of no less than four hundred nor more than two thousand dollars. Subdivision (g) currently states that the fine should be not less than two hundred fifty and no more than one thousand dollars. 

Subdivision (g) further states that the person who violates this provision may also be imprisoned for a period not to exceed thirty days. Int. No. 736 would further expand the penalties by explicitly authorizing that a violator “be punished by suspension or revocation of a license or permit issued for any food service establishment, as defined in paragraph 16 of subdivision a of section 24-523 of this chapter, that discharges into the sewer system.” 

Int. No. 736 further amends subdivision (g) to make clear that all of those penalties may be imposed. 

Section two of the bill states that Int. No. 736 would become effective 60 days after it is enacted into law. 

Analysis of Int. No. 830

Bill section one of Int. No. 830 amends subdivision (d) of section P105.4 of Reference Standard 16 of Title 27 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, by adding a new paragraph (6).


New paragraph (6) deals with the maintenance of grease interceptors. The new paragraph states that the owner of any establishment required to have a grease interceptor pursuant to the section shall have a contract or other agreement for the maintenance of the device and disposal of grease. The maintenance of the device shall be performed or supervised by a licensed master plumber. The DEP Commissioner shall promulgate rules establishing the scope, frequency and nature of the maintenance of the interceptors and the method of grease disposal. The name, address and telephone number of the maintenance company shall be maintained at the premises, in a location readily accessible to employees of the City of New York.


Section two of the bill states that Int. No. 830 would become effective one year after its enactment into law except that any rules authorized by this legislation may be promulgated prior to that date. 
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