New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced herein, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 1405

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Dr. Nantasha Williams

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a public education campaign on HPV, expanding access to HPV self-testing kits, and healthcare provider training on cultural competency and implicit bias.

Submitted by:
Council Member Dr. Nantasha Williams

Justification:
Cervical cancer, though highly preventable through HPV vaccination and treatable when detected early, disproportionately affects Black and Latina women. Black women specifically experience significantly higher incidence and mortality rates, largely due to systemic disparities including lower HPV vaccination rates, inconsistent access to cervical cancer screenings, delayed diagnosis, and unequal treatment. Contributing factors include healthcare access barriers, cultural stigma, medical misinformation, implicit provider biases, historical medical mistreatment, and lack of culturally competent healthcare initiatives.
