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Good afternoon, Chairperson Barron and members of the Higher
Education Ccmmittee.~ I'am Jay Hershenson, Senior Vice Chancellor
for UniverSity Relations and Secretary of the Board of Trustees of The
City Universlty of New York. Thank you for the opportunity to speak
with you about the reclassiﬁcaﬁon of Medgar Evers College as a four-
yeelr .institution. for 'purpose.s of the capltal budget. Chair Barron; all of
us at CUNY are deeply grateful for this committee’s longstanding

- support of CUNY and, in particular, of Medgar Evers College and for

your outstanding leadership and support.

With me today are CUNY Vice Chancellor for Facilities Planning,
.Construction and Management Iris Weinshall and Medgar Evers
College Pres1den1: Edison O. Jackson. It is a special privilege for me to
make tcday s introductions because I go back a long way with Medgar
~ Evers College—all the way to the original facilities to the Mosque and,
including the Sentini Building, a Warehouse containing walls you could
actually see through. I worked with Assemblyman Albert Vann When

~ he successfully obtained state capital funds to put a down payment on

the land underneath Academic I.

As the committee knows, while Medgar Evers College was designated
a senior college in 1971, its status was changed to a community college
during the 1975/76 New York City fiscal crisis. Medgar Evers College
llad_it's senior—college status restored in 1994, However, tnat occurred

only on the operating side, not on the capital side.



On the capital side, funding for the college is currently financed and

| managed in the same way as community c'ollége funding,

In June, CUNY’s new 2008-2012 comprehensive academic plan was
unanﬁnoﬂ_lsly approved by our Board of Trustees and will be reviewed
by the State Board' of Regents in January, before going before the |
govefnor. The plan makes clear the position of the University on the
subject of Medgar Evers’ capitél funding,. Allow me to read from the
plan: |

“The State provides 100 percent support for the flinding of capital
projects at the sen.ior'colleges and 50 percent for capital projects
at the community colleges and Medgar Evers College, with the
| City providing the niatching 50 percent. The University cé,nriot
| access.State.funding for the community colleges and Medgar
Evers Cbllege without the City match. Since Médgar Evers is a
four-year school, CUNY will, as noted earlier, actively Work to
secure senior-college status émd 100 percent State fuhding of

capital projects there, as well.”

Chancellor Matthew Goldstein has long supported a change in Medgar
Evers’ classification for capltal budget purposes, in accordance with 1ts

status as a four-year college



The fact that we are able to discuss this issue with the City Council
Higher Education C_oinmittee today is a tribute to President Jackson’s
leadership, th was instrumental in developing support for restoration -
'of senior status. The chances of the college 6btaining senior—c.ollegel _
 status substantially impro;&ied after President Jackson cameto the- |

college in 1989.

CUNY has worked closely with the Mayor’s office, City Coﬁncil, State
Legislators and the Governor for many years to effectuate the move of
the Sanitation Garage from across the street of the main building and to
obtain state and city matcﬁing funds for the academic building. My
Colléagﬁes will describe the results of this unified approach, which
placed the practical needs of the Medgar Evers College students,
faculty, staff and community first, fes.ulting in the capital achievements

to date, including Academic Building #1..

Since 1989, the college has flourished under the leadership of President
Jackson, with a groWing enrollment, new academic programs, strong-
community 6utreach, and a révitalized pamﬁus that is a focal point for
central Brooklyn. I would like to introduce first,‘ rPres.ident Jackson t.o |
speak about the capital issue from the Col-lege’é perspective and then
Iris Weihs;hall, Vice Chancellor for Facilities Plan_ning,l Construction
and Management, to describe the dapital budget situation and, going

forward, our specific needs.
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Good afternoon Chairman Barron, Members of thé Higher
Education Committee, As you' know, Medgar Evers College is the
youngest of the senior colleges of The City University of New York.
Despite this, the college has become an innovative and vital force in
New York City’s academic community. To that end, | am delighted to
testify about Medgar Evers College’s ongoing efforts to enhancing
educational opportunities for our students and serving as an instrument
of economic development engine for the greater central Brooklyn
community. As you know Chairman Barron, We are more than half way
in completing our $245 million state of the art Science, Health and
Technology Building. The construction of this facility has spurred a
beehive of activities in new businesses along the Bedford, Franklin and

Nostrand Ave axis or corridor. We are indeed a community asset.

It is important to note that none of these would have been possible
without the support of the leadership of the Dr. Mathew Goldstein and

members of the Chancellery. Of equal importance is the leadership of



Y

Chairman Barron and members of the higher Education committee as
well as the city council. Permit me also to recognize the support of the
Mayor’s office for the provision of matching funds for Medgar Evers

college capital programs.

I come before you today to speak about the perennial issue of
Medgar Evers College’s capital programs funding formula. The 50/50
city/state matching formula has disadvantaged our college. The College
has sought to amend the education law as it relates to funding capital
projects at Medgar Evers College; and to repeal paragraph (II) of
subdivisiqn E of Section 6221 of such law. These changes will eliminate
the proéedural and funding disparities that place Medgar Evers at a
disadvantage to other CUNY senior colleges when seeking capital

projects funding.

When The City University of New York was created, its primary |
funding source was the City. In 1976, New York City experienced a
severe financial crisis and as a resulit, succéssfully negotiated for the

State to absorb the operating and capital costs for all CUNY senior



colleges. This transfer was to begin in 1979 and be completed in 1982,

as outlined in Education Law Title VII, Article 125- B, Section 6221.

Ainong other things, this legislation stipulateé thét the State of
New York will pay 100% of the capital costs for all CUNY senior
colleges, (including the College of Staten Island and New York City
College of Technology, effective July 1, 1982, énd 50% of the capital
costs for Medgar Evers College, effective July 1, 1982. The legislation
requires the City of New York to match 50% of Medgar Evers College’s

capital projects.

By the Executive Order made in 1994, senior college funding status was
restored to Medgar Evers. Although the Executive Order established
operating funding parity for Medgar Evers College with that of other
senior colleges, it did not correct the disparity for funding Medgar’s
capital projects. Rather, it continued to apply the 50/50 City/State capital
funding formula for matching funds.. Consequently, Medgar’s access to
the financial resources the State had allocated to CUNY senior colleges

remained minimized.



Medgar Evers is the only senior college whose capital projects are
funded differently. Both the College of Staten Island and the New York
City College of Technology have had their operations and capital

funding formulas adjusted to that of other senior colleges.

Since Medgar must compete for capital dollars from the considerably
smaller pool of funds allocated to the community colleges, rarely are
sufficient funds made available to address the major projects for funds

were allocated.

~In .1994, when Medgar Evers’ operating funding was restored to
senior college status, we were placed at a competitive disadvantage,
since we are held accountable for the same perfoﬁnance standards,
outcomes and efficiency measurements as the other senior colleges,
despite not having access to extensive capital dollars that are available to
other senior colleges. This disparity IS magni.fi.ed further when the
College must use operation dollars for projects for which other senior
colleges receive capital dollars from the State. An allocation of capital

dollars to the community colleges from the state, does not necessarily



assure that the city will match those dollars, which has occurred on

several occasions over the past ten years.

| Medgar Evers is a growing institution é_nd approaching .a- bﬁtical
point in its development. We are striving to become one of the ﬁagship
institutions within the University and we are making substantial strides
towards that end. Efficient use and maximum access to all available
resources are essential to our future growth and success. We seek parity

in the competitive process, nothing more, and nothing Jess.

Thank you .
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