	[image: A black and white emblem with two men and a bird

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
NATHAN TOTH, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

INT. NO.: 285
                                        
COMMITTEE: Consumer and Worker Protection

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to expanding the outreach and advocacy duties of the office of the utility advocate

	SPONSORS: Council Members Louis, Banks, Stevens and Morano



SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Int. No. 285 would amend the responsibilities of the Office of the Utility Advocate to include hosting public trainings on utility billing practices and affordability, educating utility customers about their rights, connecting utility customers with appropriate agencies or organizations to receive financial or other assistance, and alerting utility customers to actions by the Public Service Commission which may affect their utility rates. The Office would also be required to monitor and make recommendations on policy issues that may affect utility affordability.

EFFECTIVE DATE: 60 days after becoming law

CITY COUNCIL ESTIMATE:
	

	Effective FY27
	FY Succeeding Effective FY28
	Full Fiscal Impact FY28

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$150,000
	$150,000
	$150,000

	Net
	($150,000)
	($150,000)
	($150,000)



FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH PROPOSED LOCAL LAW WOULD FIRST BECOME EFFECTIVE: 2027

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: 2028

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is anticipated that there would be no impact on the City’s revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that there would be an annual impact on the City’s expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation of $150,000 for one position and associated OTPS at the Mayor's Office of Climate and Environmental Justice (MOCEJ) to enhance the Office’s service offerings to comply with this legislation.


SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:     New York City Council Finance Division

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:       Glenn Martelloni, Financial Analyst 

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:      Daniel Kroop, Assistant Director  
Chima Obichere, Deputy Director 
Jonathan Rosenberg, Managing Deputy Director
Brian Sarfo, Assistant Counsel

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ESTIMATE: The Office of Management and Budget did not provide an estimate.


LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7862240&GUID=4A068771-9B4D-4676-9594-140F59BBE73F&Options=&Search=

DATE PREPARED: April 27, 2026

HEARING/MEETING DATE: April 29, 2026
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