Res. No. 1476

..Title
Resolution calling on Congress and the President of the United States to work towards a lasting ceasefire and peaceful resolution to the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict.
..Body

By Council Members Vallone, Van Bramer and Chin
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Whereas, In September 2020, the Council on Foreign Relations reported that conflict had erupted between the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh, a disputed region claimed by both countries; and
Whereas, According to estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2017 American Community Survey, nearly 10,000 Armenian Americans reside in New York City; and
Whereas, Following the outbreak of armed conflict, multiple demonstrations took place in New York City to support Armenia and call attention to the war, including one protest that stopped traffic on the Brooklyn Bridge, according to CBS News New York; and
Whereas, Public officials representing New York City at both the city and state levels have voiced concerns over the atrocities being perpetrated against the Armenian population, affecting the lives of many families and communities in New York City; and
Whereas, Several Armenian Churches in New York City, including the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York which was founded in 1896, have called for public support and prayers to halt the armed conflict; and
Whereas, Front-line reporting by The New York Times has revealed that more than 700 Armenian soldiers and scores of civilians on both sides of the conflict have lost their lives; and
Whereas, On October 16, 2020, United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Antonio Guterres released a press statement from UN headquarters in New York City that condemned the armed violence and attacks on civilians and called for international support to mediate a ceasefire; and
Whereas, Since the start of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict in 1992, the United States has co-chaired the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s Minsk Group, which works to maintain peaceful operations in the Nagorno-Karabakh region; and
Whereas, It is the sense of the Council that the City of New York must reaffirm its commitment to the causes of peace and human rights by calling on the federal government to help bring an end to the conflict that is devastating the families of many New Yorkers; and
Whereas, Such federal action will help secure the comfort, peace and prosperity of a large number of the City’s inhabitants; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on Congress and the President of the United States to work towards a lasting ceasefire and peaceful resolution to the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. 
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