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Int. No. 724
PRIME SPONSORS:

Council Members Chin and Cornegy, and The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito)
TITLE:  

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to creating an office of the small business advocate within the department of small business services.
BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

This bill would establish an office of the small business advocate within the Department of Small Business Services.  The small business advocate would be responsible for establishing a system to receive comments and complaints from small businesses with respect to their dealings with the city and taking appropriate action regarding such complaints.  Appropriate action might include, but would not be limited to, referring such complaints to relevant city, state, and federal agencies.  The small business advocate would also be responsible for making recommendations to the commissioner regarding the development of policies and programs to grow the small business sector and improve interactions between small businesses and city agencies.


Information indicating how to contact the small business advocate would be required to be prominently posted on the websites of the Department of Buildings, the Department of Consumer affairs, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Sanitation, the Bureau of Fire Prevention of the Fire Department, the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings, and the Department of Small Business Services.   

Not later than April 1, 2016, and not later than April 1 of each year thereafter, the small business advocate would be required to provide a report to the Council regarding small businesses in New York city, documenting information and complaints from the immediately preceding calendar year.  The bill would require such report to include the total number of complaints received by the small business advocate during the reporting period; a general description of the reason for each such complaint; and recommendations regarding the city’s support of small business. The bill would not require the department to share information that identifies the subject of or the individuals who made such complaints.  

CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:

· Adds a new Charter § 1307
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Ninety days following enactment
NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to be added.

