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By Council Member Hudson
Whereas, Since 1935, the American people have been able to count on Social Security to provide financial support for Americans living in retirement, for those living with disabilities, and for those who have suffered the loss of a family breadwinner; and
Whereas, The Social Security program in the United States (U.S.) was founded on the principle of “social insurance,” the concept of a government-sponsored program that provides economic security for its citizens that began in Europe in the 19th century, was first adopted in Germany in 1889, and was in place in 34 nations by 1935; and
Whereas, Addressing the 1912 convention of the Progressive Party, former President Theodore Roosevelt spoke strongly in favor of social insurance, leading to a plank in the Progressive Party platform, which read, “We pledge ourselves to work unceasingly in state and nation for…[t]he protection of home life against the hazards of sickness, irregular employment, and old age through the adoption of a system of social insurance adapted to American use”: and
Whereas, When working through the economic crisis of the Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt chose social insurance as the foundation of his plan for economic security for the American people, noting in his message to Congress on June 8, 1934, that “we are compelled to employ the active interest of the Nation as a whole through government in order to encourage a greater security for each individual who composes it”;
Whereas, President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act into law on August 14, 1935, saying that “[w]e can never insure one hundred percent of the population against one hundred percent of the hazards and vicissitudes of life, but we have tried to frame a law which will give some measure of protection to the average citizen and to his family against the loss of a job and against poverty-ridden old age”; and
Whereas, Social Security is funded by taxes from workers’ paychecks and is thus a benefit that is earned by those who have contributed to the system throughout their working years; and
Whereas, Since its inception, no Social Security payment has ever been missed, despite economic downturns, political opposition, and changes in the population of Americans being served; and
Whereas, Social Security has provided peace of mind to Americans from all walks of life, regardless of income, background, or political affiliation; and
Whereas, In 2025, an average of almost 69 million Americans will receive a Social Security payment each month, totaling about $1.6 trillion to be paid out during the year, with the vast majority of about 52 million recipients being retired workers; and
Whereas, Social Security benefits make up about 31 percent of the income of Americans over 65 years of age; and 
Whereas, The number of Americans 65 and older will increase from about 61 million in 2023 to 77 million by 2035, thus greatly increasing the number of Americans who will be claiming and relying on Social Security benefits; and
Whereas, Approximately 1.3 million New York City (NYC) residents receive Social Security benefits; and
Whereas, According to an April 7, 2025, press release by NYC Comptroller Brad Lander, over 40 percent of recipients, including “some of the most vulnerable New Yorkers,” use Social Security monthly checks to meet their basic needs; and 
Whereas, In the current national political climate, both elected leaders and advocates have called for the continued protection and strengthening of Social Security so that much-needed benefits are available to Americans who have earned them and who need them; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes August 14, 2025, as the 90th anniversary of Social Security and commemorates August 14 annually as Social Security Day in the City of New York. 
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