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On Monday, April 7, 2003, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Margarita López, will hold an oversight hearing to discuss the services provided to children and adults with mental retardation and developmental disabilities (“MR/DD”).  Invited to testify at the hearing are: Dr. Lloyd Sederer, M.D., Executive Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Mental Hygiene, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; Commissioner James L. Stone, NYS Office of Mental Health; Mr. Mark Bienstock, Director, Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center; Mr. Leroy Carmichael, Director, Bronx Psychiatric Center; Commissioner Thomas A. Maul, NYS Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities; Associate Commissioner Kathleen M. Broderick, NY Regional Office – NYS Office of MR/DD; Commissioner Elizabeth W. Stack, NYS Commission on Quality of Care for the Mentally Disabled; Ms. Maggie Ames, Executive Director, Inter Agency Council; Ms. Margaret Raustiala, Associate Director, Inter Agency Council; Mr. Fred Fribusch, President, Bronx MR/DD Council; Ms. Judy De Iasi, Chair, Manhattan MR/DD Council; Ms. Pauline McNettie; Institute of Applied Human Dynamics; Mr. Seibert Phillips, Chair, Queens MR/DD Council; Mr. Kevin Travers, Chair, Brooklyn MR/DD Council; Ms. Maureen Brennick, Adult Services Committee; Ms. Cathy Novak, Chair, S.I. MR/DD Council; Ms. Jacquelyn Rumolo, Director, Community Affairs & Services, Cerebral Palsy Association of NYS, Ms. Nellie Velez, Co-Chair, Manhattan MR/DD Consumer Council; Ms. Elvira Medina, Co-Chair, Bronx MR/DD Consumer Council; Ms. Susan Baitler, Chair, Children’s Committee; Mr. Sylvia Lask, NYS Board of Visitors; Mr. Andrew Baumann, President, New York Families for Autistic Children, Inc.; Ms. Tara Sher, Staff Associate for Health & Mental Health, Citizen’s Committee for Children of NYC, Inc.; Mr. Roger E. Benson, President, Public Employees Federation; Mr. Danny Donohue, President, CSEA.; Victoria Contino, Esq., Wilson Elser et. al;  parents, family members, and members of the general public.  

BACKGROUND

Services to children and adults with mental retardation and developmental disabilities are provided through a network of service providers and, primarily, city and state governmental agencies charged with serving this population.  The State of New York and its local governments have a responsibility for the comprehensively planned provision of services, including care, treatment, habilitation and rehabilitation of residents with mental retardation and developmental disabilities.  In addition, governmental agencies are charged with providing services for the early detection and prevention of mental retardation and developmental disabilities.

The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
The mission of the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (the “DOHMH”) is to preserve and promote the health, and mental health of all New Yorkers.  In particular, the Division of Mental Hygiene (“DMH”) seeks to promote the full human potential and realization of all persons with disabling conditions, including those who suffer from mental retardation and developmental disabilities.
  The DMH achieves this mission through:

· Ongoing assessment of the health status of the community;

· Formulating policies and implementing programs to promote the public health; and

· Insuring access to services by providing direct public health services or facilitating access to health care and ancillary services.

Under the City Charter and New York State Mental Hygiene Law, the DMH is responsible for planning, contracting, monitoring and evaluating all local mental health, mental retardation, developmental disabilities, and alcoholism services in New York City.  The DMH administers over 922 programs through 265 contracts with more than 200 voluntary agencies, 14 municipal hospitals, the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation, the city’s correctional facilities, Family and Criminal Courts, and the Human Resources Administration.
  The DMH has a Community Services Board and a Disability Services Subcommittee.

Pursuant to New York State Law, localities are required to offer early intervention services to infants and toddlers with developmental disabilities or delays.
   In New York City, the DMH is the lead City agency for early intervention services.  The New York State Department of Health coordinates the statewide network of services.

The Early Intervention program is a comprehensive interagency program that supports infants and children with developmental delays in their efforts and their families’ efforts to realize their full potential.
   The eligibility criteria for this program is: infants and toddlers through age two, who live in New York City, and who have been diagnosed with a physical or mental condition that has a high probability of resulting in a developmental delay, or who are suspected of having a developmental delay or disability are entitled to a developmental screening or a comprehensive evaluation to determine eligibility for additional early intervention services.
   

Children may be found to have developmental delays in one or more of the following areas: cognitive, physical, communication, social/emotional, and/or adaptive.  Children at risk of a disability are eligible for initial screening, and will receive periodic screenings through the New York City Infant Child Health Assessment Program.

Services for individuals with developmental delays or disabilities may include the following:

· Special Instruction

· Occupational Therapy

· Speech Therapy

· Physical Therapy

· Psychological Services

· Family Training

· Counseling

· Assistive Technology

· Respite Services.

Attached as Exhibit A is a copy of information from the DMH regarding the different stages of child development, and behavior indicators that signal appropriate developmental stages for infants and toddlers.

The New York State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities

The New York State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (“OMRDD”) is responsible for developing statewide policies and comprehensive planning for the provision of services for people with mental retardation and developmental disabilities.
  The OMRDD operates thirteen Developmental Disabilities Services Offices, which are responsible for providing programs in one or more counties throughout the state.  As part of a comprehensive and integrated system of care, OMRDD relies on a partnership between the public and private sectors in order to meet the needs of residents with developmental disabilities.  These needs are identified and met through the active participation of parents, advocates, friends, and not-for-profit agency providers.  In addition, voluntary provider agencies run such programs, which are authorized or certified by New York State.  

One recent statewide initiative is the New York State – Creating Alternatives in Residential Environments & Services, known as the NYS-Cares program.  This is a five-year program begun in 1998, which seeks to eliminate the waiting list for residential services for people with developmental disabilities.  This program is part of the State’s efforts to transition from an institutionally based system to a community-based system.
 

Attached at Exhibit B is a listing that includes descriptive definitions for terminology frequently used with regard to this particular population, as follows:

· Developmental disabilities

· Mental retardation

· Cerebral palsy

· Epilepsy

· Autism

· Neurological impairments

· Person-centered planning

· Individualized service environment.

The most commonly provided services by OMRDD include the following:

· After School Programs

· Aging Services

· Autism Services

· Camp/Recreation Services

· Case Management/Service Coordination

· Children’s Services, including caregiver respite on an overnight basis

· Clinical Treatment Services

· Community Residences

· Counseling

· Crisis Intervention

· Day Programs/Day Habilitation

· Employment Services

· Housing 

· Financial Assistance.

Attached as Exhibit C is a comprehensive listing with descriptive information of services.

CONCLUSION

The City of New York and the State of New York have a responsibility to serve children and adults with mental retardation and developmental disabilities through a competent and trained network of service providers. City and State agencies are charged with serving this population in a comprehensive and planned fashion due to this population’s highly vulnerable nature.  Consequently, governmental agencies must constantly be mindful of the need for quality of care in the treatment, habilitation, rehabilitation and other services provided to children and adults with mental retardation and developmental disabilities.
� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.omr.state.ny.us" ��www.omr.state.ny.us� 


� See The Green Book, page 175, Official Directory of the City of New York, 2002-03 edition.
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� Chapter 428, Laws of the State of New York of 1992. 


� The Early Intervention Program is part of a national effort created by Congress in 1986 with the passage of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Public Law 99-457 (“IDEA”).  The IDEA creates entitlement to a wide range of rehabilitative services for infants and toddlers from birth through age two. 


� See www.home.nyc.html/dmh/html/bureau/ealy int.html
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